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rel, --The stock market has been in a state of great 
tepression for some days past, and at the last ad- 
n, 20th ices still had a downward tendency. The last 
ale of United States bank stock in New York was 


~ 
r. wade at 1Ld5. 





The packet ship Pocuhontas has arrived at 
acting Jphiladelphia irom Liverpool, bringing papers from 
: »adon tothe 9th, and frow Liverpool to the Hthult. 
eir, J. hey contain but little political news of interest. 

Lord Glenelg has ceased to be secretary of the 
a, and olonies. c 
tthe In the London Morning Chronicle, of February 
at that [@th, it is stated in the letter of a correspondent, 
Jsevee [RB ted fro Constantinople, that news had been re- 
ere bee Me ived inthat city, stating that Mehemet Ali Pacha, 
ape overeign of Ezypt, with the principal members of 
“ be js court, had been drowned in the river Nile, by 
xtend. [egbe upsetting of an tron steausboat. No further 
adha particulars. 
er dig. 
lumtna, From Frortpa. We have received additional 
e ofc. Eintelligeuce trom Florida of aimost melancholy cha 
bonds Bgacter. 
natins Fe Av extra from the office of the Savannah Georgian 
raze, Brings a letter from Garey’s ferry, dated March 13th. 
> New. Rt contains an account of the murder by the Indians 
ail from HGF another brave officer, captain S. L. Russell, of the 
| Brest, 9 infantry, and the death of the gallant inajor Noel, 
it Doct Mon the wound received by the accidental discharge 
< Me: f his own pistol. The letter states that captain 
Rail! ussell was descending the Miami river on the 28th 
TR, “e ; ae Pity e: 

timo on his way to fort Dallas, with a part of his 

: pnpany in open boats—the savages, in atnbush on 





= | river bank, waited until he arrived within gun 
5 ape: t whe xoats received av > fr is 
ving on ee? , when the boats received a vol ey from the In 


Their elas, Who, being on an eminence, fired over them, 
ims, offggnd no one was injured. Captain R. immediately 
pi Ver fagteuck for the opposite shore, and, on reaching it, 
itached eaped out on the ground, and, turving round to ad- 

ess a few words to his men, was instantly fired at 
ire Vir my several rifles, three of which took elfect, twoin 
dit r’— [Es body, and one just above the temple, producing 
romplly ipstantaneous death. Lieutenant Woodrutf, captain 
elaiion [R’s. subaltern, who was some distance behind, heard 
nd pays Mie filing, and hastened to the succor of hs captain, 
uys aud gaged the Indians for nearly an hour, when he 
ake Ol Mirced them to retreat. He then coilected his boats, 


ying i, havingob‘a ned possession of his captain’s body, 
‘? oceeded to fort Dailas. The Indians were pur- 

F ed, but, as usual, their perfect knowledge of the 
amon 


puntry enabled thei to escape. Capt. Russell was 
al in the undress uniform of the infantry, and it 
as to this that may probably be attributed his death, 
but one man of the company besides himself was 


1 squade 
than {or 








a 4 uched. The loss of the Indians was not known. 
piace" Baheir number was much greater than bas fought to- 


Tuited agg sitar Shag 
Un ther fora long while. ‘The reinains of captain &. 


ere interred with military honors on the Ist instant. 





abies We learn from the Army and Navy Chronicle that 
aw n. Macomb left Washington on Thursday last to 
the 9 e the chief direction of affairs in Fiorida. His 














‘fst ey there will depend upon circumstances, which 
yce whofamenot be known, until after his arrival in the terri- 
or of bay. Gen. Taylor will still remain there on duty. 
ding 10 

: slight AWrur ExpLoston oF A COAL PIT. The Rich- 
adily {Mond Compiler states that news reached that city, 
rg up Monday, that an awful and fatal explosion had 
he DORM Ken place early in the morning, in the Black 


eth coal pits, in Chesterfield, by which there was 





ture has onsiderable destruction of human life. The ex- 
ace COMMMOsion was what is known as a “fire damp explo. 
katichi Dn,” from want of proper precaution. Between 
plc and 60 pit laborers and two overseers lad pre- 





ously gone down. Three men at the mouth of 
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eo : pit were instantly killed. The tate of those 
wd ® went down is not known; but it is supposed 
advic ‘ee: if any escaped death. They had not been 
, we PMBached, according to the last account 
nterdi MR In a 1, int tes th 
7 Tiquot postscript the Compl r states that a gentle- 
| Dive an wie the pit, reports that between thirty and 
y bee M4 lad gone below before the ex plosion—four 
, gallon "em had been gotten out, who, it was sunpos- 
y phys ¥ would recover—two others were seen dead; 
Cries and groans were distinctly heard from 
the cele ine who had not been reached. So great was 
‘mothe CO"sternation and dismay that the accuracy of 
ockhesdime ‘ails: could not be relied on; and so great was the 
ot 7 ror ainong all in the vicinity that the proper ef- 
have § could not be promptly made to get out the 


Vor. VI. Sic. 4. 





unfortunate laborers. One of the three at the mouth 
of the pit, alluded to above, is living with both legs 
broken. The other two were iinimediately killed 
The shaft and engine are but little injured. 

Up to 4 o’clock on Tuesday only four bodies haa 
been gotten out. They were lilel-ss, and in a ver) 
imutilated condition, having been taken from be 
neath a great bulk of coal. 

One of the four gotten ont alive on Monday hax 
since died. Mr. Beverly Heth, with his assisiants. 
is causing every possible exertion to get out the 
bodies. There is but 1ittle hope that any more ol 
therm will be taken out alive. The explosion took 
place at 6 o’clock ou Monday morning, and thirty- 
four hours had elapsed, when we last heard tro 
the pits, in which time, if any had escaped ceath 
from the very violent explosion, they must have died 
of suffocation; the structures for conductiag air it 
the shaft being so much injured. 

The air below was so i.upure that great caution 
was necessary to preserve the lives of those who 
descended to succor the unfortunate beings. 

There is still uncertainty as tothe number of 
laborers who had gone down before the explosion. 
The superintendents say that forty is about the 
uuimber. 





Mexico. In another page we have given some 
recent intelligence froin this country; since It was 
in type, we have seen a letter published in the New 
Orleans Courier stating that Mr. Langdon, the Aine- 
rican consul at Laguna, a small Mexican port, has 
been murdered, with the sanction of the Mexican 
authorities, and under circuinstances of barbarous 
cruelty. The editor of the Courier declares that 
the letter is addressed to one of the most respecta 
ble mercantile houses of New Orleans from undoubt- 
ed authority. The cause or pretext of this murder 
is not given, but the account states that he hat been 
cruelly treated, thrust into a dungeon where he re- 
mnained three nights with condemned criminals, that 
he succeeded in effecting his escape with his wile 
to a small village near Cainpeachy, where he died 
of wounds, previously inflicted upon hin by a negro 
under the sanction of one of the justices. 





From GuaTeMALa. We have news from Gua, 
temala, on the 22d of January. Carrera’s insur- 
rection was drawing to a clese. His cause may 
have been considered as desperate since his deteat 
at Villanueva, where, we have already mentioned, 
colonel Galindo was wounded, at the head of the 
division of Old Guateimala. 

A convention of the state of Guatemala was about 
to meet at that city. The marquis of Myctnenu 
(long a resident in the United States) is elected a 
member for Caban, col. Galiz.do for Reten, and Dr. 
Galves for Cajabon. 

The new constitution for Nicaragua has been 
promulgated. Jt claims for the cosmmonwealth the 
coasts of the Carribbean from Point Patook to the 
principal mouth of the river San Joan. The go- 
vernor of the state has the title of director. 

General Morasan’s terin of presidency expires in 
March, 1839. At the date of advices he was in the 
city of Cuatemala. 

LAaTEsT FROM SouTH America. By the ship 
Courier, captain Wolf, at New York, fiom Monte- 
video, papers of that city to the 11th January, and 
by the barque Douglas, captain Bourne, from Rio 
de Janeiro, accounts from thence to 21st of the 
same month, have been received. 

Intelligence had been received at Montevideo, 
that gen. Santa Cruz had taken possession of Lima 
with a victorious army of 16,000 men; that in 
Callao his authority had been proclaimed, and that 
the remains of the Chilian army had retired. 

The blockade of Buenos Ayres by the French 
squadron still continued. 

The opening of the 16th legislature of Buenos 
Ayres took place January Ist. Gov. Rosas’ mes- 
sage is contained in the British packet of the 5th. 
In respect to the difficulty with France, it states 
nothing new or important, except the following: 

The government has subsequently been put in 
possession of sufficient proof that the British cabi- 
net has recently offered to H. M. the king of the 





| exists between the republic and France. It is to 
| be hoped that they wiil accelerate the termination 


of the qnestion, conciliating the interests and houvor 
of both nations. 

NorTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. We have received 
rcopy of governor Fai: field’s message to the legisla- 
(ure trapsinitting copies of the agreement between 
Messrs. Fox aud Forsyth, which we will publish ia 
our next. linmediat-ly upon the reception of the 
nessage, Mr. Whidder moved the following resolu- 
tions, what disposition was made of them is not 
slated, 

Resolved, That no new state of affairs has taken 
place since the passage of the resolves, passed Janu- 
vy 24, 1839, and February 20, 1839, which suould 
cause the legislature to recede froi the position 
laken in these resolves, and thal the measures con- 
templated by those resolves should be canied into 
eifect, 

Resolved, That the measures of the executive of 
this state in carry ing into eilect tbe resoives herein 
referred to, shouid be sustained by the legislature. 

On the 1l4tn inst., Mr. Cole, of Paris, tro.a the 
committee on the no tbeastern boundary, to whom 
the governor’s inessaze was relerred, reported the 
iollowing resolve, whiich was read once, aid Mon 
day next assigned for its further con-ideration—on 
which day it was recomipitted wiihout debate. 

* Resolved, Luat, whenever the governor of this 
Slate shall be fully satished, either by the declara- 

ious ol the lieutenant governor of the province of 
sew Brunswick, or otherwise, that be has abandon- 
ed all idea of occupying the disputed territory with 
a military force, or of attempting anu expuision of 
the civil force sent there under our land agent, that 
ihen the governor of this stale be authorised to 
withdraw our military force, leaving the land agent 
with a sufficient posse, arined or unarmed, as the 
case inay require, to drive out or arrest the trespass- 
ers, aud to preserve and protect the timber from 
their depredations.”” | 

Lhe last aivices confirm the pacific disposition 
on the part of Maine, ard we have strong hopes that 
ihe prudent couduct of general Scott wiil arrest all 
liostile noveinents, and put the question in a train 
for amicable adju-tinenut. 

The intelligeut correspondent of the Boston At- 
las says: 

I uuderstand general Scott last evening received 
a letter from sir Jobn Harvey of a highly pacitie 
character; there is but little doubt entertained heie 
that our present difficulties with the provincial go- 
vernment will be amicably setiled. 

A letter from Bangor, March 15, reports Mr. 
Jcrvis to bave said: 

‘There is no doubt that the letter from sir John 
Harvey to general Scott, of which I spoke in wy 
jast, is in repiy to one which the general had writ- 
teu to him a few days since, representing ina very 
abie, interesting and forcible manner, the wishes, 
leelings and intentions of Maine and the United 
States, in relation to the present troubles. When 
the contents of that answer transpire, he thinks we 
shali be better able to forin au opinion as to the res 
sult—ai least we shall ascertain whether sir John 
wiil give the evidence, which it is understood will 
be satisfactory to Maine, of his abandonment of any 
intention to hold jurisdiction or expel our men, viz; 
by withdrawing lis troops. 

The Bangor Whig, 1 o’clock, P. M., March 14, 
in a postscript, announces an express passing 
through Bangor to Augusta, with a letter from sir 
Jolin Harvey to general Scott. Mr. English, the 
inessenger of sir John. on his return trom Augusta 
to Frederickion, rewarked that he thought governor 
Fairfieid’s piqpositions would not be Satisfactory to 
ibe provincial government. 

Col. or Mr. Jarvis, of the armed constabulatory 
force, has returned to the Aroustook. 

The Portland Courier, of Friday, says: * there is 
a rumor in town, supported by very respectable 
authority, that governor Fairfield and his council 
have united in a recommendation to the president 
to appoint the honorable Daniel Webster the special 
minister to England. 

The foilowing resolutions reported by the com. 
mittee to which gov. Everett’s inessage was refer. 
red, were almost unanimously adapted in the house 
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| French, its good offices in the differences which | oa F riday the 12 


of representatives of the Massachusetts legislature 
1 inst. 
“yet the state’ of affairs in relation fo 
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lthe northeastern boundary, furnishes a strong 
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reason for again asserting our rights, and for 
re-affirming the positions heretofore assumed by 
the lezislature of this state against the unwar 
rautable claims of Great Britain, and in favor of 
strong and vigorous measures by the government of 
the United States, for a speedy adjustment of the 
existing diffieulties, jn such a manner, as shall pro- 
lect Massachusetts and-Maine in the possession of 
the tract of territory guaranteed to them by the 
treaty of peace of 1783. 

Reso'ved, That the active measures anthorised by 
a resolve of the legislature of the state of Maine 
passed January 24th, 1839, fur the prevention of 
depredations upon the land of Massachusetts and 
Maine, were required by the exigencies of the case 
and a wise regard for the preservation of their in- 
terests in these lands, and were similar in character 
to measures auepted by the land agents of Massa- 
chusetts and Maine in October last, and recognized 
and approved, through their agents, by the govern- 
ment of the province of New Brunswick. 

Resolved, That the claims of Great Britain to the 
exclusive possession and jurisdiction of the whole 
of the disputed territory, as recently asserted by the 
reer of New Brunswick, and his avowal of the 

etermination to sustain that claim by a military 
force, and his denial of the right of the state of 
‘Maine to protect from the lawless depredations of 
trespassers, the lands which have long been in the 
actual possession of Massachusetts and Mame, call 
loudiy for the immediate interference of the federal 
government; and that the honor of the nation has 
dem.<nded the adoption of decisive measures for the 
protection of the citizens and the preservation of 
the rights and interests of two of the members of 
our confederacy. 

Resolved, That this commonwealth will co-ope- 
rate with the state of Maine to all necessary aud 
constitutional measures for the preservation of the 
interests of both states in the lands in the disputed 
territory, and for the speedy adjustment of the ex- 
isting controversy. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to 
the executive of the United States and of the state 





of Maine, to the executive of the several states of 
the union, and to each of our senators and repre- 
sentatives in congress. 

Tie SUPREME CouRT OF THE United STATES 
teruunated iis annual session on Saturday the 9tb 
iust., on which day chief justice Taney, who had 
been confined to his lodgings by indisposition, was 
again on the bench. 

Among the cases, decided at this term was the 
case from Illinois, familiarly known, as the Beuu- 
bean case, in Which the court decided in favor of the 
United States, and upon such principles says the 
L.telligencer, as to be conclusive against the opposi- 
tion party in the cause—also the great appeal case 
froin the district court of Alabama, in which the 


Gray and one of his smallest children while in the; 
house, another shot about forty paces from it, while 

endeavoring to escape. A third child was knocked 

down with the butt end of a rifle, and stabbed in se- 

veral places very badly, and left by the savages 

senseless as for dead in the yard. A fourth child, | 
comprising all his white family, being about 12, 
years old, tortunately escaped by flight in the dark, 

although pursued some distance, aud shot at several 

tiines. She was the eldest of the children. 

We predict this is not the last by many of the 
outrazes to be perpetrated by the savages in Middle 
Florida this summer. Ejist Florida is desolated. 
There is no incentive for attack there. The In- 
diaus want provisions, The siock in East Fiorida 
is all destroyed. The presence of the regulars in 
large force there renders such predatory eruptions 
hazardous. The theatre of war is changed. Mid- 
dle Florida is hereafter for several months destined 
to be the scene of outrage, of families murdered and 
scaiped, of burning houses and devastated planta- 
ions. 

We have confidence in our executive—our popu- 
lation is brave and patriotic; but he is without 
power, without funds, without provisions. What 
will be the extent of the ruin God only knows. 

This horrible outrage has been committed 10 
miles within the s‘ation of the frontier troops of mi- 
litia and reguiars, and the heart of a thick settle- 
ment. The little girl who escaped says the yard 
and house were full of Indians, and they fired often. 
The number of the party 1s supposed to have been 
about thirty. Several volunteers on the receipt of 
‘he information were raised in Monticello and its 
vicinity, and with capt. Roweil’s company of Flo- 
rida militia, went immediately in pursuit of the 
savages, who dled to the Ocilla hammocks. 

Mr. Gray was one of the most respectable, useful 
and worthy citizens of Jetferson. He was one of. 
the oldest settlers, and has several years filled the 
office of nagistrate, respectably. He was a widow- 
er and not in affluent ci:cumstances. 

Mextco. From a New Orleans slip of the 12th 
instant, We have the following: 

By the arrival of the schooner G. H. Wetter, capt. 
Deivaille, from Vera Cruz, we have received very 
late news from that quarter; the most important of 
which is the raising of the bloclade of the ports of 
Matamoras, Tampico, Soto la Marina, and Tuspan. 
The following circular addressed to all the consuls, 
and vice consuis at Vera Cruz, by adiniral Baudin, 
has been communicated to us by the French consu! 
at this port. 

[CIrRCULAR.] 
Frigate Nereide, Feb. 17, 1839. 

Sir: In the present contest between Mexico and 
France, the government of his majesty never had, 
and never wili have, any other desire than to insure 
jastice and proteciion to Frenchmen. That justice 
and that proteciton seem to exist at present in the 





judgments rendered by that court are ali revers- 
ed. ‘Ihe opinion of a majority of the court was 
read by the chief justice, and we understand it as 
Inaintaiping these propositions : 

1. That, by the comity of nations, corporations 
cau contruct, as well as sue, in Other nations as well 
as in that which they exist, or by whose govern- 
ment they are created. 

2. That this comity exists, in a ill stronger de- 
gree, between states connected together as are the 
States of this union. 

3. That tne constitution and laws of Alabama es- 
tablish no such policy as is intringed by the pur- 
chase and sale of bills of exchange within her hinits 
by the agen:s of foreign corporations. 

4. Anadinission that there are some rights of citi- 
zeus of other states, secured by the constitution, of 
which a s‘ate cannot divest them. This was not 
the ground of the decision, but was intended, as we 
suppose, to be, in legal phrase, the exclusion of a 
conclusion. 

Mr. Justice Baldwin gave a separate and very ela- 
borate opinion in favor of reversal, but putting bis 


judgment on the rights of the parties, under the con- | 


stitution of the United States. 

Mr. Justice McKinley adhered to the opinions 
expressed by hitm in the court below. 

wir. Webster’s arguinent in the above appeal 
case, is of great interest, and we will publish it next 
week, as repoited in the “ Intelligencer.” 

MoreInpiaw murpers. Tud/uhassee, March 10, 
1839. We learn from Monticello that on Friday 
ev: ning last, the dwelling of Edinond Gray, esq. 
of Jetferson county, within nine miles of Monticello, 
was attacked by a party of Indians, and that he, to- 
gether wit two of his children, were murdered, 
another child severely wonnded, his house burned 
to the ground, and his plantation plundered. They 
made the atiack about an hour alter dark, shot Mr. 





portions of the Mexican states which have declared 
|in favor of the federal constitution, cumprehending 
the ports of Matamoras, Tampico, Seto da Marina. 
and Luspan, and I have raised the blockade of said 
ports toshow that France is not hostile to those who 
are not hostile to her. 1 have the honor, sir, to re- 
quest of you to communicate to the captains of ves- 
sels of your nation the assurance that no obstacle 
is interposed to their trade by the French cruisers 
intbat part of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, com 
prehended between the river Tecolato and the bar 
of Santiage, north of the river Bravo. 

Should a change of circumstances oblige me to 
renew the biockade on any part.of this coast, it will 
be announced with the saine formalities and delays 
as the former. 

I have the honor to be, ete. 
|The rear adiniral, commanding the naval forces of 
France, in the Gulf of Mexico. 

CuarR_Les BAvDIN. 


Tampico. The New Orleans Louisianian says : 

«© The consul of France has communicated to us the 
following official document :” 
Manuel de Mora, administrator of the maratime 
custom house at Tampico, 
I cerily that the following order has this day been 
cominunicated to me by hisexcellency, the general- 
in-chiel of the diberating army : 
Whereas, the mexehant vessels now in the port of 
Vera Cruz ate insured to that place, and they run a 
new risk in going to another port. I hereby order 
that to compensate such risk, there shall be a re- 
duction of 25 per cent. on the duties payable by 
each vessel coming in this manner to Tampico, 
provided no deduction shall be made from the one 
per cent. usnally paid in cash, I make this known 
to you that you may govern yourself accordingly. 
God and liberty. Jose URREA. 


Macedonian 


Java 


New Frigate 
Alert 


Frolic 


Boxer 
Peacock 
Epervier 
Reindeer 
Avon 
Penguin 
Hermes 
Cyane 
Levant 
Dominica 
Highfiyer 
Laura 

St. Lawrence 
Pictou 
Baiahou 
‘Townsend 
Emu 
Lanurail 
Morgiana 
Lipwing 


Princess Amelia 
Express 
Maryann 

Ann 

Manchester 
Little Catharine 
Priv. Elizabeth 
do. dw. (anv’r.) 
Lady M. Pelham 
Windsor Castle 
Swallow 

Duke of Montrose 
Nocion 

Detroit 

Queen Charlotte 
Lady Prevost 
Hunter 

— Belt 
Chippewa 

| oe vai 
Confliance 

L n-:et 

Chub 

Finch 


Melville 
Juha 
Growler 
Nancy 


610 brigs 
520 schvoners 


ec), 


2422 in all, 


2453 vessels 


patients. 














} Head quasters, Jan. 17, 1839. 





interesting: 


Priuce Adolphus } 
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Duke of Gloucester 


a 

“"LHE LAST WAR.” .A correspondent has 
the editors of the Baltimore Aiwerican for 
tion the following 
List of British vessels of war taken by the 
in 1512 to 1815. 


Names and guns. 
Guerriere 


By whom taken, 


Consiiiu ion frigate, 
49 United Sates. 
49 Constitution. 
40 Destroyed at York, 





26 Essex. 
22 Wasp. 
18 EE. erprise. 
20 Horuet. 
20 Peacock. 
20 usp. 
19 Wasp. 
21 Hornet. 
28 Desiroyed at Mobile. 
SF Constitution. 
16 Priv. Decatur, 7 guns, 
4 President fr.ga e. 
12 Priv. Diligent, 10 gung, 
15 Priv. Chasseur, 12 do, 
10 Constitution frigate, 
8 Priv. Perry, 6 suing, 
9 Priv. ‘l'om, 10 guns, 
10 Hotkar, privateer, 
4 Syren, Uv. 
18 Saratoga 14, do. 
10 Fox 7, do. 
> Gov. McKean, do. 
~ Russie, do. 
ee Anaconda, do. 
- = Guv. Tompkins, do. 
EL > Yorktown, do. 
S< Herald, do. 
BE 126 Harpy, do, 
~ § America, do. 
Z-n Kemp, do. 
43 Roger, do. 
ot President frigate. 
.s do. du. 
63 Ep Essex, do. 
19) 
17 
13 
10 +} Lake Erie. 
3 
é 
39) 
' 
es Lake Chan:plain. 
1] 
14 
‘ Lake Ontario. 
8 


solutely necessary for t 


3 Lake Huron. 


135 sloops, few armed 
750 vessels, besides the above, (re-captur- 


62 National ships as above 


62 vessels, mounting 870 guns. 
List of merchant vessels captured from the Britisil 
the Americans ta 1812 to 1815. 


354 ships, mounting 2500 gu 


2400 
600 


870 


8370 


31 ships of war were lost at sea during 
the above time, which may fairly 
come iniv the account 


—— 


9679 cul 

§r3- For some interesting particulars see, the Pri 
list” published in the © ReeisTeR” during the 
war with Great Bri.ain. 





The report of Dr. Bell, 
McLean asyl!uin, 
iients received durin 
number enjoying the benefi's of the asvl 
the year, 224—discharged during the year, 
remaining January 1, 1839, 93. The 
table furnishes information, 


MASSACHUSETT’S GENERAL HosPiTAL. The® 
nual report of the trustees of this ristitution’ 
present its finances in an embarrassed conditit 
The “diminution of the receipts, consequent l 
the unexampled difficulties 
tiously affected a portion of the property 
a portion of its funds are invested. 
ceipts of the year 1838 au.ounted to $10,031, 
the expenditures to $17,506 24; excess of § 
ditures over and above the receipts, $1,425 24. 
is stated thatthere is due from the institution (0) 
Life Insurance company, $50,000, of which | 
$40,060 was invested to build **the Belknap : 
of the McLean asyluin”—which, it is said, ¥® 
he accommodation of 18 


at ence curious 


of the times,’’ have 
in whi 
lhe whole 


{ expe 












superintendent of 
states that the nu:gber 7 
y the year, was 133—the 
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Rericany ME ar wes, 134 Watchmakers, 5 
ferchants, 132 Bakers, 6 
en, ariners, 69) Tinplate workers, 4 
&, arpenters, §3/Glassblow eis, 3 
ierks, 46 Masons, 3 
: iudents, 42) Vruckiuen, 4 
, hoemakers,  - 44) Tanners, 4 
fo occupation, 30 Buichers, 4 
aborers, 26|Siabiers, 2 
iacksuiiths, 22/ Barbers, 2 
nysicians, 25 Piumbers, 2 
eache Ss, 19 Eugravers, 3 
inters, 16) Pairs, 3 
; averners, 16|Dancing masters, 2 
vile, wyers, 16/S'eveuores, 2 
yd, 17/Officers of U. States 
i ‘ers, Clothiers, &e. 12) wary and army, 4 
sUnS, heelwrights, 10|Distiilers, 2 
Sais ninters, 10) Enzineer, ] 
2 do, abin takers, 9| Up :olsters, 2 
te, achinists, &/Papermaker, i 
ns. ergymen, 10) stage driver, 1 
ns. anafacturers, 8} Willer, 1 
er, ilinakers, 8| Hatter, 1 
do. dlers, 8)Rizger, 1 
do. pnpers, 8 enasne 
oq mnecutters, 6 918 
ym bukbinders, 2 , 
do. The report remarks—- This table demonstrates 
da. w extensively the various ranks of society nave 
; en benefitted by the insiitution, hardly a profes- 
= a, Oran Occupation which does not find here 
do. 
do, e, that the occupation which of all others has 
do. in deemed most healthful, and which frou the 
= sence of all causes of excitement could be less 
Laas in any other, exposed to insanity, that of the 
; mer, furnishes the greatest numb r of patients 
the asyluin, being nearly 3) per cent. of the 
iole number Of males adiiited.  [ Bost. Cour. 
UBLIC WORKS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
rler communicated to the two branches of the 
unsylvania legislature on Mouday a message, 
nsimitting a report of the canal cominissioners, 
fh accOapanying documents, showing the actual 
dition of the finished lines of canal and rail road, 
n. 1 the amount of money which is absolut: ly ne- 
sary to put them in good order and repair. 
rly alter the organization of the canal board, 
report states that engineers of the bizhest stand- 
and wost extensive experience, were appointed 
nake an eXainination of the several divisions of 
al and rail road, and to estimate the amount 
ich would be required to “1estore them to a 
British and efficient business doing state.”? The fol- 
ing are the estimates of the engineers, viz: 

2500 guammlinbia rail road, $31.242 00 
2400 Bt ru division, (56.837 00| 
600 quehauna division, 74570 00 

lata division, 176.000 00 
9500 lage rail road, 43.500 00 
“370 stern division, 83.034 00 
Pe ver division, 47.830 00) 
6370 neh creek division, 236.590 00 
St braneh division, 192,555 00 
th branch division, 178.224 00 
809 aware division, 70.369 00 
9679 cul Total amount $1,125,761 00 
the “PGRMR To these estimates? the board 
ng the “may be added the following 

iS of expenditures on the Co- 

bia aud Portage rail roads, re- 
. The dmmmeed to pat them into a fit condi- 
jtution, lor pubiie ase, as will appear 
conditi@@'lerence to the reports of tie 
nent up Beers, viz: $551,231 00 
a have! ‘ 
y in whigume king altogether $1,676,992 00 
: whole _— 
16,031, “IL Roaps, Anexamination of the rail road re. 
of expt : Feceitty published by the legisiature, atfords 
125 24. se teresting facts for those who desire to make 
tion (0! stinents in such stocks, as well as the comimu- 
vhich Benerally, 
cnap ea wrell rat road received last year from pas 
‘id, wos * $34,569 LO—freizht, $76,23 47; Ando- 
x of eum! H iveriill, $17,996 76; Nasiua. $1.976 24; 

; wt 778 57. Expeuditures, £75,597 94— 
ent of tice uett balance, without any reserve for dis- 
ber of | lo $116,180 63. The corporation also ex. 
3—the te ” oye they report, $67,263 75 for objects not 
tum dom ee A Pali therefore carried to the account of 
year, Wi. lon. Dividends last year, $90,000, or six 
» follow “y . Phe Boston and Providence rail road re 
urious $195.974 73 for passenzers, $64,143 92 for 
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necupations of male patients adn-tted to the McLeun 
“Asylttat, durmg the period of 20 years from the 
opeaing of the institution tn October, 1318. 




















































ght, $2,250 00 for the’ mail, and $1,741 50 for 


retits—total, $205.115 00; they divided 8 per cent. | 
on their capital, $136,312 00; their expenditures 
Were $120.048 00, leaving a surplus of $16 267 72. 
The capital is now 1,752,000 00; to make 8 per 
cent. on which, they aust earn a nett, without any 
reservation for de) reciation, of $143,560 00. This 
road should have two tracks, which would enable 
thein to provide for steamboat passenze-s at once. 
The Boston and Wore«ster rail road earned $212,- 
325 00, viz: $112.032 43 for passengers, $94,827 31 
for lreight, mail, &e.. $5.465 29 for rents, &e. 
Their expenses now (« xciusive of amounts charged 
to construction.) $85.572 97; valance, $126,742 06; 
they divided $102,060 on a capital cf $1,700,000, 
and reserved $15,000 for depreciation, &e. 


os 





The Eastern rail road (to Salew.) expended 
$S31.903 30, and their receipts trom August 28 to 
Decetnber 31, were $37,422—exp nses. $17,818 19. 
100,000 passengers were carried froui August 23 to 
Jauuary 18. 

The Taunton Branch rail road received $70,336 99, 
and expended $34,996 05. Teircapital paid in is 
$249,825. [ Bost. Mercantile Journal, 





DEAF AND DuMB. In accordance with the re- 
quirements of thei charter, the directors of the 
Pennsylvania institution for the deat and duinb have 
presented their annual report to the legislature. 





Phe whole number of deaf and dumbin the institu- 
tion is 115, sixty-two are sujported wholly or in; 
part by the coumonweaith of Pennsylvania; fifteen | 
are supported by Masyliand; tweive by New Jer- 
Sey; two by the institution. The remaining om | 
teen are supported by their friends. Of these, | 
Pennsylvania, New York and Delaware have each | 








ne representative. And itis not a littl: remark- | one; Missouri, Louisiana, Now Jersev and North | interchanged, 


Carolina, each two; and Virginia, fivé. Of the| 
| Pennsylvania state pupils, fifteen are trom Pailadel- | 
iphia During the past year, twenty-seven have | 
_ been added to, and fourteen have left the institu- 
‘tion. Several additions have been made to the 
buildings, which have proved well adapted to pro- | 
}cure comfort and health. An additional story has 
been added to the school room tor the convenience | 





ment and preser: ation of the instruction of the deaf. 
and dumb. Paui Beck, jr. president, and James J. | 











Barclay, secretary. [ Ledger. 
BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN PHILADELPHIA. The 

annual report issued by the health oflice gives the 

‘the following statement of the births and deaths in 

ithe city and county of Puiladelphia in each month | 

‘of the year 1838: 

Births. Deaths. 
Jannary 650 474 
February 651 403 
March 7O0L 417 
April 620 3389 
May 656 530 

| June 629 437 

| July 690 630 
Angust 621 790 
Sepiember 709 446 
October 644 420 
November 5382 296 
December 628 315 

Total 77380 5462 
Of tiie births 3982 were males and 3798 females ; 








of the deaths 2969 were wales and 2493 fe:mailes. 





Nava. Exiracts from the report of capt. Joseph | 
Sinith of the United States ship Olio, dated 28th of 
December, 1838. and transimiited to the department 
by com. Isaac Hull, commanding United Siates 
naval torces in the Mediterranean. 

«Of the state and condiiion of the ship’s com- 
pany, J am happy to say, that perfect harmony and | 
subordination exist, and a z al to do their duty, | 
each in his proper sphere, is apparent in all ranks. | 
The officers, generally, are inteilgent and compe- | 
tent, and evince a disposition to «xert themselves | 
to make the ship what it is desirable she should be. 
The men are well bet:iaved and subordinate, and, | 
with but few exceolions, are eficient.” * * * 

“The ship accommodates her officers and crew 
as well as ships of her ciass can, as far as IT am 
able to judge. [ have, with commander Stockton, 
inade inquiry of the officers occupying rooms on 
the orlop deck, as to their convenience and com- 
fort, and they stated that their apartinents bad been | 
quite comfortable, and much more so than they had | 
expected tu find thin. | 

| 








** Thus far that deck has proved extremely com- 
fortable to all whose berths are there, and much 
inore sO, in my opinion than any other deck could | 
have been made, for ail its oceupants. The con- | 
sumption of oil and candles is an objection here, as. 
it is in all ships below, bat certainly not more so in| 
this than in any other ship. 





* The orlop deck can be, and has bern, Kept 
clean and dry, and weil ventilated by windsails. and 
I have pereeived no il etiects, and. as jar as I have 
learned, | believe no iusiance of ill heaith is attri- 
buiable to, or exists in consequence of, sleeping or 

. » 99 
essing on that deck. 





Cruise oF THE Boston. The U.S sloop of 
war Boston arrived at P -nsacola the 224 ultimo, 
aiter a cruise of 149 days among the Keys, and 
along the coast of Floiida and Cuba, having passed 
itis.de the Fiorida reef? trom Sombrero Key to the 
dry Tortugas, a passage never before periormed by 
a sloop of warm The Gazette of Pi nsacola states 
that the Boston bad been detained much longer than 
her appointed time, in consequence oi the active 
part taken by her commander in reiation to the dif- 
ficul'ies arising bi tween ihe masters of some Awe- 
rican vessels and the authorities of Havana, tuvolv- 
ing questions of wuch iinportance. 

B-tore leaving Havana, a memorial from Ameri- 
can citizens resident therein, and masters of vessels 
in port at the time, was presented to capt. Babbit, 
expressive of their thanks for the able and zeaious 
manner in which he had espoused their cause, and 
al-o their gratitude for the benefit which had ae- 
crued to them from the protection atiorded by his 
presence. The officers of the Boston contradict a 
statement that has appeared in the American pa- 
pers, reporting that a marked slight or affront hed 
been olfered to the officeis of the Boston by those 
of a British sloopof waratthe Havana. So far from 
this being the case, it is asserted that the most 
friendly intercourse existed between them, Come 
pliments of the most cordial character have been 
not only with the English, but the 
French squadion also—the ball given by the prince 
de Joitviile having been attended by all the officers 
tliat could be spared from duty. 





BENJAMIN FrANKutn. The following charac- 
teristic letter of Dr. Fratuklin has never before been 
published, so far as we have been able to ascertain. 
The original is in the possession of a venerable 


Governor of the department of instruction, and the arrange-! gentleman of this city, who nun bers four score 


vears. It is conclusive against the often asserted 
declaration that Franklin was inclined to infidelity, 
We should be glad to know if the town of Franklin 
ever received the books, and if they were the foun- 
dation of a parochial library. [ Boston Trans, 
Passy. Murch 18. 1785. 
«My dear friend: My nephew, Mr. Williams, 
will have the honor of delivering you this line. {ft 
is to request from you afew good books, to the 
value of about £25, such as are most proper to in- 
culeate principles of sound religion, and just go- 
vernment. A new town in the state of Massachu- 
setts having done me the honor of naming itself af- 
ter me, and proposing to build a steeple to their 
meeting house it [ would give them a bell, I have 
advised the sparing themselves the expense of a 
steeple at present, and that they wonld accept 
books instead of a bell, sense being preferable to 
sound. These are, therefore, intended as the cotn- 
mencement of a little parochial library for the use 
of a society of intelligent farmers, such as our coun- 
try people generally consist of. Besides your own 
works, I would only mention, on rerommendation 
of my sis'er, * Stenet’s Discourses on Personal Reli- 
gion,’ which may be one book of the number, if 
vou know it. With the highest esteem and respect, 
1 ain ever. mv dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
«Rev. Dr. Price.” ‘© B, FRANKLIN. 
Hon. B.C. Howanp. We find the following 
note in the Bosion Atlas, to the editor of which pa- 
per it was addressed : ae 
Dear sir: Perceiving a suggestion inthe Atlasas 
to the authorship of the report of the committee on 
foreign alfairs concerning the late events in Maine, 
I beg leave to state that the report was wholly writ- 
ten by Mr. Howard, of Maryland, the chairman of 
the committee ; and as the report is highty credit- 
able to his ability and patriotism, it is proper the 
part he has acted in this emergency should be uni- 


_versally understood, especially in Massachusetts 


I am, yours respectfully, 
C. CusHINna. 


aud Maine. 
Richayd Haughton, esq. 





Masor Winston. The chief happiness of this 
old soldier’s life, was his association with his mili- 
tary companions—and it as his dying request that 
he should be buried with military honors. 

We understand that the scene at the grave was 
most imposing. The knapsack the majer had worn 
at Yorktown. and his canteen, were exhibited pre- 
vious to consigning them to the grave with him, 
according to his request. The knapsack was of 
coarse canvass, and the canteen of wood, indicative 
of the toils and privations our fathers of the revelu- 


| tien endured for liberty’s sake. 
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A few days before his death, he observed. that for 
the last twenty-eight years, he had never failed upon 
the twenty-second of February, and fourth of July, 
to have on his ‘* regimentats” in honor of those days. 
He expressed a wish to be able to appear in the 
dress of the soldier on the 22d. On the 22d he was 
almost in an insensible state, but the firing of the 
morning guns filled him with evident and strong 
emotion. The day was bright and beautiful, but 
his companions passed on to their usual festivities 
Without him. nd it was not more than an hour 
or two after the evening guns had told the day was 
gone, that his spirit bade them all farewell forever. 

[Richmond (Va.) Compiler. 

Mr. Apam Ecxretpr. The Pennsylvanian 
contains a beautiful tribute of respect to Mr. Adain 
Eckfeldt, who has recently resigned his post as 
chief coiner of the mint, in consequence of old age, 
after having devoted. more than torty years to his 
duties, during which period rot the slightest suspi- 
cion rested upon his integrity. He was appointed 
to office by Weshingted, and has left behind hii in 
the mint many lasting monuments of his skill and 
genius as a mechanic, and of his devotion to his 
country’s interest. 








ONE DAY LATER FROM ENGLAND. 

Tne packet ship North America brings Loudon 
papers of the 6th, aud Liverpool of the 7th Feb- 
ruary. 

‘Lhe London papers of the 6th are chiefly filled 
with the discussion on the addresses in the two 
houses of parliament in answer to the queen’s 
speech. 

Accounts from Paris say that the announcement 
of the dissolution of the French chambers had pro- 
duced no public expression oi disappiubation. 

‘Lhe French corps of observation on the Belgian 
frontier was nearly complete. Prussia was making 
counter wovements, and had called out the war re- 
serves in the Rhenish provinces. 

The North America has been for fifteen days 
west of the Grand Bank, during whieh she has ex- 
petienced very heavy westerly gales, by which con- 
siderable damage was done ty the salis. When in 
lat. 46, lon. 48 30, on the 4th instant, the ship was 
‘surrounded by several large islands of ice, the sea, 


far as the eye-sight could reach, being completely | 


covered with it. 

As of the greatest immediate interest, we 
those passages of several speeches relating to the, 
ailairs of Canada. The Duke of Wellington said: | 

My rds: 1 now come to the last part of the 
speech, to which I have listened with the utmost | 
auxiety,and 1 ain happy to find in this speech what | 
Was thought necessary on a former occasion, name- | 
ly, adeciaration on the part of her majesty of her | 
firma determination to mainiain her sovereignty over 
her provinces in North America. My lords, | 
could wish that this declaration of her majesty had 
been accompanied by corresponding etiorts to ena- 
bie her majesiy to carry these intentions into etfect. 

{tis a triiling insurrection, and confined to oue 
on of the country; but it has veen accompanied 

y an invasion and an attack upon the persons and 
prop rty of her majesty’s peaceable subjects on all 
raris of the frontier adjoiniug the Unitea States, by 
Iniabitants of the Uniied S.ates, and for no reason 
whatever but because her majesiy’s subjects are 


obedient and loyal to her majesty [hear! and | 


[Hear, hear, hear.] Thisis a point to which I beg 
tu draw the particular attention of her majesty’s 
governinent, 

I entreat of them to consider this war as a great 
national war; [iear, hear!] to remember that the 
hizhest national interests are involved in it, and that 
we must proceed oa large scale of action, if we 
wish to bring it to an early and satisfactory period, 
[hear, hear !] 

I have no doubt of the intentions of the president 
of the United States in the matter, but, at the same 
lime, I cannot but feel regret when I see American 
subjecis coming armed into our territory, armed 
and provided, too, with cannon ‘taken from thie 
United States, and belonging to the United States, 
(hear, hear!] I cannot, f say, but feel deep regret 
and much surprise, when 1 see these American 
subjects publicly invading our territories, and am 
told that it cannot be prevented by the government 
o! the Uniteu States [hear, hear!] 

There can, l conceive, be no doubt but that the 
civil government of any country is capable at any 
time of preventing the collection of bodies of troops 
within its territory, and their invasion of neighbor- 
ing states. (Hear, hear, hear.] But here we see 
the United States sitting down qaietly, and taking 
hardly any notice whatever of the invasien by ils 
subjects of the British provinces, [hear, hear]. 

Lord Melbourne—In alluding to another part of 
the speech, the subject of which it is impossible to 
regard without considerable uneasiness and vexa- 
tion—TI refer to the state of Canada—the noble 


the speech, states that he could have wished to see 
soe Corresponding measures of vigor adopted by 
the government, in order to carry that determina- 
{ion into eliective operation. 

It is quite clear that a state of things does exist 
onthe North Atnerican frontier greatly to be de- 
/ plored; yet, when we remember the disposition 
exhibited by the various states there to interlere 
with each other’s affairs, aud the tendency to pri- 
vate warfare with each other, not greatly to be 
wondered at. When, however, the noble duke so 
strongly expresses his regret at not seeing a vigor 
| ous demonstration made on our Canadian provi.ce, 
|in order to enable our subjects there to repel the 
| Oulrazeous aggressions upon them, I ain somewhat 








ata loss to understand what he has to complain of 


|in this respect. 
. | 
give | 


There is in that country a very large regular 
establishincnt, besides a very considerable militia 
lorce, together forining an army poweilul enough 
to la.gh to scorn any attempt which may be made 
by the syimpatnisers. When, howev.r, we consi- 
der the character of the country, ils innumerable 
and extensive lakes, forests, morasses, it would be 
quite impossibl- to keep up such a force as utterly 
to preventall sudden aggressions and predatory ex- 
cursions. 

‘Therefore I know not, with reference to this pro- 
vince itself, what stronger measure  s9u could 
adopt; but, with respect to the government of the 
United States, l agree with the noble duke that 
every means should be taken to do that which ts 
the duiy of every government to do, namely, to 
keep us subjects within its own frontier, and pre- 
vent bodies of men, the subjects of one state, mak- 
ing attacks on their neighbors in another. 

Lhere is no reason, | apprehend, to doubt the 
sincerity of the government of the United States as 





cheer-.] 

Certainly, my lords, I should wish to so see a 
corresponding preparation made, and ineasures | 
auoplec, Wilh aview of carrying into execution | 
the intentions which her maj. sty has declared, of 
maintaiuing her sovereignty over these provinces. | 
{Cueers.] My lords, the system of private war! 
Wich prevails on that froitier, ig unknown in any 
otuer part of the world. We read ol such things 1, 
the history of barbarian nations—we read of sucha 
systeun carr.ed on against the Austrian monarchy, 
which lasted trom century to century. All these 
were wars of barbarism against civilization. Neve 
were there any instances of such wars between 
civilized natious except in the case beture us. 

1 trust noble lords and the other house of parlia 
ment will lovk alitile turiber into this very iimport- 
ant subject, and draw the attention of government 
closely to it; for it appears to me ewinently neces- 
gary hat some measure should be taken to induce 
the government of the United States to put into 
operation some effectual steps for the suppression 
of these outrazeous proceedings. [Hear, hear.] 

Let them consider closely the consequences of 
that invasion, tor it seems to me, that if some steps 
are not speediiy taken on the part of her majesty to 
enforee ibat passage of the royal speech of which | 
approve so highly, we shali fiud our province oi 

per Canava treated much in the same way in 
which the prevince of Texas bas been treated. 





to its wish to carry into etfect the stipulations bind 
ing on it as regards its duties to its neighbors ; but, 
cousidering the nature of the country —cunsidering 
the vast extent of the frontier—considering the com- 
parative wildness of those disiri¢ts—and also con- 
sidering the character of the government—it must 
be admitted that it has serious difficulties to con- 
tend wito in carrying this object into elfect. 

Every exertion, however, has been used, and 
every representation has been made, in order to tn- 
duce the governinent of the United States to exert 
i'self for this object. (hear, hear!) I therefore trust! 
that these exertions will be successful, and, above 
ail, when it is kuowu what has been the result in 
our provinces, Where every attempt that has been 
inad» at invasion has been completely discomfitted. 
L trust, therefore, that an end will be put to this 
wild spirit, which is as dangerous to their neighbors 
as it is discreditable to those citizens of the United 
States, (hear, hei!) 

Lord Melbourne was followed to the same effect, 
by lord Brougham. 

The territory, said his lordship, which bounded 
the American states toward Canada was wild, bar- 


ren, and in many places uncultivated for a consi- 


derable distance ; the frontier could be easily passed 
over, and there was little or no impediment to going 
trom the terriiory of one state to that of the other. 
The noble duke said that the feeling which induced 
the partics to engage in the attempt on Canada did 


duke, while he appears to approve of that part of 






































































































not arise from any wish to aid the rebellion 
that they were influenced by a worse feelings ’ 
The noble duke said that if this predatory syst 
continued—if it were persevered iti—all the poy, 
of the English government in Canada, woulq 


Canada on the United States. 


and much more vigorous in its character thay, 
governinent of the United States could be~ iy, 
they to be told that our government, with }9 
regular troops, besides a large militia force, os 


| 


able to do that which Mr. President Van g, 


ing part with him, but with the people azaingt ; 
not having a regular ariny and a sirong tilitig 
back hiin—was strongly censured for not doing. 


How readily and how justly could Mr. Van's, 


on the authority of the noble duke, that evey,, 
own government, with a much larger force 
much more firmly established, could not prey 
reprisals. They were also told that these proce 
ings chiefly arose from the intensity of the fegj 
of dislike to the British government. 

Aduitting, however, that the intensity of 4 
feeling was as great as was represented, stil} 
thought that there was little doubt as to the g 
cerity of the American president, as regarded; 
English government. He felt, for his own p 
very strongly with respect to any altack ony 
American people or government, which might 
a stop to the peace that happiiy existed bela 
this country and the United States, which he lo 
ed upon as of the greatest possible importance 
England as well as to America, and indeed, tu 
peace and civilization of the whole worid. 

Looking, therefore, in the one scale of the} 
lance, at the continuance of these pacific relat 
and of the unbroken barmony that now prevaij 
while in the other was the value of the whol 
the Canadian possessions of the crown, the lat 
would most certainly, in bis opinion, kiek the be 

On the subject of the corn laws lord Melbou 
said :— 


tion of the present government an entirely o 
gnestion—a question on which all the various in 
bers of the administration had formed their « 
distinct opinions, and have ever acted according 
those opinions, [hear!] Unquestionably, my lo 
I believe that the majority of these gentlemen 
favorable to a change in the present systern, | 
hear, hear! ]—but if the noble lord infers his opin 
trom the speech which Las been heard from! 
throne, I beg leave to tell him that he infers 

Opinion erroneously, [hear, hear.] I am not 

ing to go into any debate on the corn laws 
the present occasion. I wish to avoid it, b 

have no reluctance to state my individual opi 
on the corn laws; and this, my lords, is that w 
I stated in the few observations which I mate 
year; observations which attracted considerable 
tice, more of course from the eminent station Wi 
the individual who delivered thein happened 19] 
sess, than from any intrinsic force of their owl 

The opinion, my lords, which I then expr 
and to which I now distinctly adhere, is, that tha 
[ au not prepared to pledge or bind myself (0 
maintainance of the present system as the best) 
sible, | am not at the same time prepared, either 
inember of the government, or as a inember of 
lament, to pledge myself, from any informa 
which [ have, to a chanze or alteration of the 
as it stands, [hear, hear. ] 

Iu the house of co:nmons Mr. Villiers gavé 
tice that on the 19th he would offer a molio! 
taking evidence at the bar of the house, tn s"/! 
of the petitions for the repeal of the corn laws 

Mr. E. Bulwer moved the address in answ? 
the speech, which was seconded by Mr. C.F 
Wood. : 

Mr. I. Duncombe moved an amendment, " 
effect that the reform bill had disappointed the! 
ple—ihat it was not and could not be a final! 
sure—and that it was the duty of the house ' 
immediate steps for farther improvement. 1°] 
ported his amendinent in a long speech, be 
very hard upon the ministers; his mofion 
couded by the earl of Euston, and supporte 
very long speech by Mr. Hume. ‘ 

Siz Robert Peel commented at length an 
great severity on the recent moveinen's in U% 
and talked of war azainst the United Siates: 
cluding, however, with saying that 

It was his duty, therefore, as a member 0 
British parliament, to make an appeal to t i 
ed States against the injustice of such a ¢ 





[hear !} 





be able to prevent retaliations by the People 


Were they to be told that all the powers of i 
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The honorable baronet aimoai committed himself 
favor of tive existing cern kaws. 

Qu the ailuirs of Canada, herd John Russel was 
licit enough, deelaring that the supremacy of 

ngland must be maintained in North America, at 
hazards, and that whether the expense was 

eat orsmall, ministers were ready to encounter it. 

He declared, however, that no suspicion of bad 
th could attach to the government of the United 
ites, and that it had done every thing that could 
expected of it. 

On the subject of the corn jaw he said that 

He, (lord John Russell,) had certainly been of 
inion in 1528 that a modified fixed scale of duties 
suid be better than a fluctuating scale; but at the 
ne tine he thought the new law a great improve- 
nt upon the former systein, and therefore he 
ve it his support. But he now thought, how- 
er, that the time had arrived when it should be 
nsidered whether that law had acted beneficially 
not. (Hear, hear!] 

e was not prepared at the present noment to 
er into a discussion of the subject; but he 
pught that the respectability and importance of 
» interests calling for the repeal of these laws en- 
ed them, not perhaps to be heard at the bar of 
house, but to the most patient investigation on 
part of the house of any facts which they might 
ng forward, so that it should not go forth that 
house had shown itself indilferent to any sub 
t so deeply aifecting the interests and weillare of 

people at large; (cheers.) 

werpool, Feb. 7th. There has been a more general 
nand for cotton to-day, and 5,000 bales have been 
d—Boweds, 7 1-2, 8 1-4—Orleans, 6 3-4, for 
cat 50 bales 10 a 10 1-4—Mobile 

to 9. 

iverpool, Feb. 6. Cotton—The sales on Tues: 
y were 3,509 bags; 1,500 on speculation; and to- 
y, 5,000, 2,000 on speculation. There has been a 
rdemanc since last week; in priees a decline 
1-24 to 1-4d per Ib. in Brazils has taken place, 
t American continnes steady. The import of 
e week amounts to 11,633 bags. 


} 





MR. WEBSTER AND THE BOUNDARY 
QUESTION. 
From the New York American, March 14. 


In explanation of certain expressions imputed to | 


. Webster, on the floor of the senate, which seem- 


to imply a warlike spirit or tendency, we are | 


tified to have it in our power to refer to the an- 
ed correspondence, cominunicated to us for pub- 


mation. It proves that Mr. Websier desires and ex- 


ts a peaceful issue tothe Maine question: 
New York, March ©, 1839. 

Ty dear sir: I find our community ina very ex- 
ed teinper with respect to the border controversy, 
ich, in the opinion of many, threatens inevitabie 
l early hostilities between fnzland and the Unit- 
Siates. Such an event seems to me so imiproba- 
P that I take every occasion to express my disbe- 

of it; but f am constantly answered, that you 
re yourself courtenauced these alarins, and a de- 
ation on the floor of the senate is ascribed to you, 
1, if Ev gland did not settle this matter by the 4th 
uly next, the disputed territory should be seized 
the United States. 
ike all that I heard from you while we were to- 
her recenily in Washington, and is so entirely at 
lence with the cool, statesmanulike views which 
racterize your publie career, that I cannot be- 


ne What were the opinions expressed by you 
apenas referred to; and, also, what are your 
VS i respect to the termination of our present 
Aculties with England. 
With great respect, yours, 
DAVID B. OGDEN. 
on. D, Webster, Washington city. " 


MEE Washington, March 11, 1839. 
A gra dh [ should be very sorry, indeed, to be 
Is he lave become heated on this important 
sts om NOt theastern boundary, or to have used 
lifest " either leading to war themselves, or 
vitab! ey conviction, on my part, that war was 
as dig Fou know what I have said on this sub- 
7 nig Phy tines, through the winter. I have 

hiel, m the account of my remarks in the senate 
th te reler. Tam certainly of opinion that 
ete versy should be settled; but I have never 
.-inplated it as a probable event, that two great 
specu to war, to the inevitable sacrifice 
bie Pema ne iran ¥ge and to the agitation of the 
“ nercial world, on such aquestion. I have 
“pected such a result, and do not expect it 
to hat I ineant to say, On the occasion refer- 
| ih ene S Say strongly, was this—that it 
troe ie lor the two governments to adjust this 


S °versy ; ‘hat it had been too long bandied be- 


This statement is so much | 


ein its accuracy. I therefore take the liberty of 


tween them as the subject of formal and procrasti- | 
nating diplomacy; that its condition was every day | 

‘rowing worse and worse, and more and more dan- 

| gerous to the peace of both nations ; that Maine, 

| having explored the country by commissioners, and 
having ascertained, as she thought, the periect prac- 

licability of finding and marking the true original 


dissatisfied ; that negotiation should now be tried 
with something of a wore earnest spirit; and if, un- 
fortunately all amicable attempts should ultimately 
fai—if the two governments, inuch as it was to be 
desired and hoped, should be able to do nothing | 
jointly, to ascertain or fix the boundary, a time must | 
come, of necessity, when the United States must | 
perform that duty for themselves, that they ought, in 
that case, to explore the country, and to examine the 
question carefully ; aud if it should turn owt, as I be- 
lieve it would, that the treaty line could be easily 
and certainly found, then the United States, in the 
event above mentioned, ought to mark it and assume 
it as the true line, and to take possession accordingly; 
and in this connexion, I mentioned the 4th of July as 








important political decisions. But certainly F could 
not have intended to say that our government ought 
to take possession of the disputed territory on the 
ith day of July next, as F was, at the time, favoring a 
nroposition for sending a special minister to Eng: 
land, who could hardly be expected to reach London 
much before that time. 


It may be hoped, my dear sir, that what has oc- 
curred, and is still occurring, may have been the ef 
fect of bringing about an easly, satisfactory, and 
final adjustment of the whole difficul y—a result 
which no one car desire more sincerely than iny- 
self. Yours, with constant regard, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

D. B. Ogden, esq., New York. 





LETTER FROM MR. UNDERWOOD. 
From the National Intelligencer. 
TO THE EDITORS. 
March 16, 1859. 
GENTLEMEN: Myattention was called, by a friend, 
(on Wednesday morning last, to a paragraph in the 
Globe of the preceding evening, in which, by a inis- 
statement of facts and erroneous inferences, | am ex- 
hibited to the public as eithera very ineflicient or a 
very faithless accountant in the first auditor's office, 
[ immediately wrote a brief statement of the real 
fects of the case, and sent it to the editers for inser- 
ition in their paper. The aay following, one of them 
| called at the auditor’s office, and, after full explana 
tion in the presence of the auditor, promised to make 
the necessary correction. I have waited two days 
longer without a fulfilment of the promise,* and, 
fearing that it has been entirely forgotten, or that the 
performance will be so long delayed as to be nearly 
equivalent to an indefinite poslponement, I request the 
favor of you to pubiish the statement which 1 gave 
hin. It willb2 perceived that I confine myself en- 
tirely to fucts, and those which relate exclusively to 








—— 


a 


any thing of the vouchers and itemsof Swart wout’s ac- 
counts. But while this good whig clerk, who, from the 
beginning to the end, adjusted Swartwout’s business, 
is praised for the discrimination which enabled him 
to discever nothing amiss, and whose reasons for the 


failureare adjudged entirely satisfactory, the secretary 


who had nothing before him but what came second- 


treaty line, was naturally becoming more and more | handed, and in the lump, is made the sixth and final 
cause of the defalcation.” 


The following is the statement which I requested 


the editors of the Globe to publish : 


“Messrs. Blairand Rives—Gentlemen : I beg leave 
respectfully te state that [ am not ‘the very clerk 
who, froin first to last, has had the settiement of Mr. 
Swartwout’s accounts in the office of the first audi- 
tor,’ as represented in your paper of last evening; 
but, on the contrary, that J never settled any uccount 
of Mr. Swartwout prior to thatof third quarter of 
1837; that lL was engaged on said accounts only dur- 
ing the sickness of the clerk whose proper duty it 
was to adjust thein; and that the defalcation, not as- 
certained in the bonds during the time the accounts 
were examined by me, occurred in the lhird and 


a day m the yearol which we often speak as suited to | fourth quarters of 1837, amounting to only $7,746 19. 


‘It inay also be added, that the clerk who stuled 
the accounts of New Yorie in the first auditor’s office 
could not, with any propriety, be held responsible for 
the accuracy of the bond accounts, as by a regulation 
adopted in the office in 1822, the duty of examining 
them was assigned to another clerk, to whom the 
sate were delivered as soon as they reached the of- 
lice. 

“Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. UNDERWOOD. 

‘© March 13, 1839.” 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Baltisrnore American, under the appropriate 
caption of **Hints for Maryland,” contains the fol- 
iowing interesting notes of appropriations for works 
ol internal iinprovement in several states. 

The annexed items reached us simultaneously in 
the papers of the last nails, and we place them to- 
zether for the purpose of showing at a glance what 
other states are doing, and as hin.s to Maryland to 
xo and do likewise.”” We ask particular attention 
to the efforts which Pennsylvania haz made, and is 
<till making, to push her communications from her 
principal city to the west, while we have been 
literally standing still. Her lines of rail road al- 
ready reach to Chainbersburg, and before the year 
expires wiil be extended southto the Potomac.— 
{n the meantime the extension of the rail road 
westward to Pittsburg is seriously contemplated, 
and can only be averted by the prompt adoption 
on the part of Maryland, of such measures as will 
leave no donbt of her determination to push the 
Baltimore and Ohio rail road to the western waters 
with the utmost vigor. 

Pennsylvania. The Harrisburg Reporter of Fri- 
day says:—“The bill authorising the governor to 
subseribe stock tothe Franklin rail road company 
to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, has 








myself. 1 do not attempt to disturb the interences he 
has drawn from his own premises, that ‘it was 
through this man’s eyes alone, under the supervision | 
of the auditor and comptroller, that the secretary | 


| 
| 


could know any thing of the vouchers and tlems ot | 


crimination which enabled him to discover nothing 
amiss, and whose reasons four the failure are adjudged 
-ntirely satisfactory, the secretary who had nothing | 
before him but what came second handed, and ina 
luinp, is made the sixth and final cause of the defil- 
cation.” 1 say, as regards this course of reasoning, 
it is not my purpose to say any thing, my sole ob- | 
ject being to maintain the character which [ have | 
ever sustained, of an honest, faithful, and, I trust, an , 
efficient accountant in the first auditor’s office. 

To enable your readers to understand the case, it | 
will be necessary to publish the paragraph to which | 
the statement applies, and which is as follows : 

* Mr. Underwood. whom the comuittee extol as | 
one who, ‘ with equal care and propriety,” ‘ discrimi- | 
nates between the accounts of Mr. Swarlwovl,’ &c is 
the very clerk who, from first to last, has had the 








Swartwout’s accounts :”’ or that, “while this good | °\" d by the state, will ble tl 
whig clerk, who, from the beginning to the end, ad- | Soe dP coef ¥ y = — we tearn.ps 4 to 
justed Swartwout’s business, is praised for the dis- | Cogaperte the road during the present summer. 


passed both houses, and only awaits the signature 
of the governor to becomea law. This is a highly 
important work, connecting the Columbia rail road, 
by means of the Lancaster and Harri-burg, and 


| Chambersburg rail roads with the great national 


road. We understand that the subscription autho. 


The Franklin rail road commences at Chambers- 
burg, and runs south through Hagerstown to Wil- 


liamsport, on the Potomac. In the Philadelphia 


Commercial! List of Saturday, we find the following 
paragraph which has a close connection with the 
foregoing: 

Cunberland Valley railway. The Chambersburg 
Repository gives agratifying account of the amount 
of produce and merchandise transported on this 
road. A large quantity of goods are daily despatch- 
ed from Chambersburg to Pittsburg, by wagons, 
Supplies froin the west are also cowing in freely. 
Among other articles, the quantity of flour forward- 
ed to this city for some weeks past, has averaged 
three hundred barrels per day. Formerly this flour 
was sent to Baltimore, and was among the best 
for sale on Howard street. 





settlement of Mr. Swartwout’s accounts in the an- 
ditor’s office. He passed upon all the vouchers, and 
summed up ail the statements of the New York col- 
lector. He saw that all was fair, and the committee 
impute no negligence—1o want of vigilance, in him 
for failing to detect the deficit. 
man’s eyes alone, under the supervision of the audi. 
tor and comptroller, that the secretary conld know 





_ * The editor of the “ Globe.” in his paper of the 18:h 
inst. states, that he intended in the cvening’s semi- 
weekly “ Globe” for that day, to give Mr. Underwood's 
note to him. 





it was through this | 


Chambersburg and Piltsburg railroad. We learn 
‘from the Harrisburg Keystone of Friday, that the 
| bill reported to the lower house of the legislature, 
| making appropriations for works of internal im- 
| provement, has the following items: 
| For the construction of a rail road from Cham- 
_bersburg to Pittsburg, three hundred thousand dol- 
‘lars to be expended on the western end of said 
‘road, commencing at Pittsburg, and extending east- 
'wardly, and the canal commissioners are herehy 
‘anthorised to locate said road from Pittsburg to 
Ligonier, and place thirty miles of the same under 


contract during the present year. 
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‘Lue canal cormiuissiouers are also authorised antl: cal oOperaiions 5 but thai. thas great commonweaiil 
required i@ employ au EXperienuced aii compeieni must, aud wili rise superior to ail such attempts. 


engineer, whose duty it shali be to make a thoroug: 
eXamination and sarvey with a view to form a cou | 
nection betweea Chambersburg and Pittsburg, by 
means of a continuous rail road or graded Macade- 
mized road, as the case may be, and to report as to | 
which may be deemed tie most advisable, tor which 
the sum oi twelve thousand doiiars ts hereby specifi- 
Ca.ly appropriated. 

Massachusetts. The Boston Atlas of Friday says 
—!*: We congratulate the people of the COMILON 
Wealth upon the passage by the liouse of representa- 
tives of che bill granting the credit of the state to 
raise an additional loan of $1,200,000 for the coim- 
pletion of the wesiern raul road, 

Tuis su.n will complete the rail road from Wor- 
cester to ie New Yori line, and thus open a coim- 
plete rail road coummunicadon between Boston and 
the Novih river. 

Louisiana. <A bill has passed the lower house of 
the leg:sliture providing for a subscription on the 

art of the state of $81,250,000 to the stock of the 
Nasivville and New Orleans:ail road. This suin will 
secure the extension of the work as far as the state 
line of Mississippi. 

Georgia, The legislature of this state has autho- 
rised the joan of one and a balf millions of dol- 
lars, for the purpose of compieting the Georgia rail 
roa to the Tennessee river. 

Virginia. In the honse of delegates on Thursday 
last, « bill was passed 70 to 36, granting a further 
Joan to the James river and Kanawha canal com- 


pany. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 
GOVERNOR'S ME-SAGE IN RELATION TO THE PER- 
MANENT LOAN, &e. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

GENTLEMEN: Iu pursuance ot the act of the ge 
neral assembly of this commouwealth, passed tie 
26th January last, eutitied “an act authorising a 
loan,” pubhe notice was given -by the secretary of 
the commonwealth on the 4th day ot February tast, 
that proposals would be received at his vifice until 
two o’clock, P. M., of Tuesday the Sth day of 
M rch, 1839, for loaning one wmiliion two hundred 
thousand doilars to the commonweaith for the pur- 
poses set forth in said act, reiumbu: sable at any time 
aller twenty years fiom tte Ist day of July ext, 
and beanog aa tater st not exceeding five per cent. 
per aunt, pay abie seiul-annuaiiy. A copy oi 
wh cu no ice ts herewith communicated, 

I regret to say that no pro»osais have been re- 
ceived in pursuance of this invitation, and this too 
ata tive when it is conceded that money is not 
scaice, and the credit of the state is unimpaired, 

How jong the representatives of a tree people wil 
subinil to a state of things manifestly brought about 
by a cowbination among the last: talions of their own 
Creaiton, it as for the legislature to determine, bu’ 
there is certainly a manitest iinpropriely in perac:t 
ting the imonied resources of the commouweailir to 


| 
| 
| 











be used to her owo injury. She owns of the capital 
stock of the bank o. Penusyivania 8,750 shares at 
$i), sinounl at their par value to $1,500,000 
6,233 suares in the Pauiladeipaia bank at 

$lvo 523,300 
1,703 shaves in the Fariners and Mecha- 


nics bank at So 85,40') 





Amount in the whole to $2,103,700 
And which are believed to be worth a cous:der. ble 
advauce, Every day’s expertence strengthens me 
ia the opinion long since turmed, that ali counectio:: 
should be dissolved between the commouwealib and 
the banks in which she holds stock, aud thus re- 
lieve her from the humiliating attiiudes she ocen- 
pies of being the hoider of three fiiths of the whole 
capital stock move ot said banks, and unable to con 
trol the direction of a single Collar of its ioaus. Be 
lieving fivasly that gach a divorce will be beneficial 
to the interest of tle com:nouwealth, 1 earnestly re- 
commend the passage of a law anthcrising the sale 
of bauk stock heid by the couwinonuwealth as afore- 
said 

This adininistration has been but a little over a 
monti) In power, and has been obliged to ask loan: 
to pay of engage oents which it had no hand iu con 
tracing, and finds itself embarrassed in its outset so. 
want o! incans to meet te engagements of the cow 
avouweelth So faras it has the ability, iis exer 
tions will continue to be steadily directed to dis 
enacge the public liabilities, and Maintala unsuliied 
the public jaith. [fsa its eilots so to do, ditheul- 
ties are materposed by attempts at combination amoiug 
anomed Men and wWonied institutions, they most as- 
surediy will discover, that so long as the executive 
power remaias in the hauds ii which it is now plac- 
ed, they slull never Control eithes its polilucal or fis- 


should admonish us to be cautious in continuing to 


Ali experience goes to show that the evils antici- 
pated, by many of the best and most sagatious states- 
en, from the grants of corpora'e powers to monied 
institutions, have been wore than realized, and 


inake such unrestricted grants, 

With no desire to create di-trust or alarm, I can. 
not but feel that it is the misuse and abnse of the 
powets thus con: milted to such institutions that have 
inore than ence led io the embarrassments in the 
monetary concerus of the country. I cannot close 
this communication without appealing to the legis- 
lature, and calling upon them by every principle ot 
patnotisin, to take such action in this matter as wall 
enabie the state to vindicate ber character and cre- 
dit, and to take immediate measures for separating 
the state froin all connection with a set of institu 
tions that have so sepeatecdly disappointed the just 
expectations of the public, and on which no reliance 
can be placed wien the exigencies of the state may 
require a call upon them. 

DAVID R PORTER. 

Executive chamber, March 7, 1839. 


POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
From the Harrisburg ( Pa.) Reporter. 
HON. SILAS WRIGHT. 

The democratic mew ders ot th» legislature hav- 
ing understood that the bon. SilasWright had arnv- 
ed at the seat of goverument, on his return froin 
Washington city, immediately held a meeting, and 
resolved to tender Lim a public dinner, as an evi- 
cenee of the high regaid they etteitain ior him asa 
statesman and republican. The engagements of 
Mr. Wright prevented him from accepting the in- 
vitation. The following is the correspondence on 
the subject. 





Hurrisburg, March 5th, 1839. 

DEAR str: Ata weeting of the democratic mem- 
bers of the legislature of Pennsylvania, the foilow- 
ing preamble aud resolution were unaniimously 
adopted, 

* Whereas, it is ascertained that the hon. Silas 
Wright is now in Harrisburg, 

* Resolved, That a comiutee of three members of 
the senate and three members vi the house of represen- 
tatives be appoii:ted to mvite the hou. Silas Wright, a 
meinber of ihe United S:ates senate, to partake of an 
emertainmeut atsuch time as may suii his convenience, 
und to make the necessary arrangements.” 

The committee appointed in pursuance of the 
foregoing resolution, take peculiar pleasure in car- 
rying it into ethet, ard sincerely hope you will gra- 
luly them by acecpting the invitation, 

With sentiments of profound r. spect, your friends, 

HENRY MYERS, 

SAM. HAYS, 

WM. F.CO?rLAN, 

WM. HOPKINS, 

CHARLES PRAY, 

THOMAS B. McELWEE. 
Hon. Stras Wricur. 


event can imore eSse nibaily contribute tot! © He; 
went ascendancy of the democratic party ad thie 
whole anion, or to the practical estabiisiine,; se. 
diffusion of those sacred republican principles tpg 
which alone our governinents, state and National 
can be administered with satety to public libs-rty 
and benefit to the people. That harinony 
yourselves, and in the ranks of your deu:ocratic co, 
siituents, which achieved the late victory of 4, 
republicans of your state, en gl Shang the bj, 8. 
ings; and that it vow prevails, in an emivent q), 
gree, aiiords equal cause for congratulation. 

The public mind has been recenily excited by th, 
apprehension of a foreign war, to grow ont of oy, 
frontier disturbances, aid the unsettled Guestions of 


Aino, 


possessions in Ain-tica, and the friends of ony py, 
sent national adminis ration, have naturally anj 
properiy felt deep anxiety that the discretion ay, 
wisdom of those to whom were entrusted the in, 
nagement of these delicate questions shonld be equy 
to the crisis. Can there be better or stronger ¢y, 
dence that the confidence of the democracy of ih, 
country in the president has not been misplacey 
than the late almost unanimousaction of concress 
touching these diilerences? Or can repubiicay; 
wihdraw their support from an administratig, 
which receives such evidences of confidence {roy 
all political parties, when apprehensions of nation 
calamity arouse a patriotisin elevated far above thy 
ordinary impulses of party strife? May we ng 
then hope that the desperation of our political eo. 
tests is yieiding to a love of country, and of thos 
republican principles, which, practically adininis 
tered, have preserved us in peace through so gra 


a portion of our national existence, and raised us (i 


a condition of unexainpled prosperity ? 

Be pleased. gentlemen, to communicate the si} 
stance of this hasty note to those for whorn you a 
and to accept iny sincere acknowledgments lor th 
kind terms in which you have made known toy 
their wishes. 

With the bighest respect, your obedient servant 

SILAS WRIGHT. J;, 


lan, William Hopkins, Charles Pray, Thomas } 
McElwee, Committee, &c. 


From ihe United States Gazette. 
The Piiladelphia democratic whig associalio 
met on Monday evening, the 11th instant. at Carel’ 
but such was the throng. that it was found n-ces 
sary to adjourn to the court-house, where a part oui 
‘f those who wished to attend were enabled too 
tain adinission, ; 
Josiah Randall, esq., president, tock the chair. 


with bis usual eloquence, stirred up the wigs! 
good feelings aud good resolves. We were unabl 
to squeeze info a place of audience until near tl 
close of the address, but found that the true feel 
were animating the speaker and extending to! 
audience. Mr. S. urged the whigs to prepare i 
the June state convention, and to abide by the 





Harrisborg. March 5, 1839. 

GENTLEMEN: Your uoie oj this morning is be- 
foreme. It is notinimy power to express my sense 
of the obligation it imposes upon me towards the 
democratic members of the levislature of Pennsyl- 
vania. Uf the invifation you communicate had pro- 
ceeded from personal assceiations and partialities, 
the debt of gratitude would have been greater than 
I could hope to discharge ; but when L realize that 
it has no such foundation ; that there has never been 
even ordinary personal acquaintance. so far as | 
know, between myseif and a single individual of 
those for whom you act, and that this testimonial 
of friendship must have been suggested from some 
acquaiitance of ay publie service in the high office 
1 hold tirough the partiality of the democracy of 
my own stale, the emotious excited ave too deep 
for expression, 

Couid I make myself believe that any exertions 

ofimine, aS a tmeinber of the senate of the United 
States, had contributed, in a material degree, to 
strengthen and sustain the cause of the de:nocracy 
olour country, | sheuld be ambitions to accept thi 
honor you vier. L regret, however, to feel com- 
pelled to acknowledge to you that I dare not, inthe 
‘ace of iny ilamediate constituents, o- of yourselves, 
make so high a claim ; and, were other objections 
removed, I should fear thata compliance with your 
00 generous request would take that appearance of 
my part. feet the less regret, therefore, that pri- 
vale considerations compel me to leave Harrisburg, 
at an early hour to-morrow morning, and, conse. 
quently, most respectfully to decline to make the 
appointment you invite. 

Permit me. gentlemen, to congratulate you upon 
the re-establishinert of a democratic administration 





| 


in your powerful and coutroiling state. No one 


principles, the principles by which they had unite 
and by which they must stand or fall. He wrg 
them foa due consideration of men to carry out ‘lie 
| principlee, and assured them that success with thot 

whe could not sustain the prineiples of the whit 
| would not remedy the national evils, AY d would 
less desirable than defeat. Asa high-minded ? 
nority, we might prevent evils, but, successful ¥! 
incompetent men, we could neither do good nor pl 
vent wrong. 

Mr. Sergeant coneluded amid the hearty apnla 
of the meet ng, and the hon. W. C, Preston, Unit 
States senator trom South Carolina, was lout 
called for, who came forward amid the cheers ol! 
compary. , 

Mr. Preston expressed the high degree of p 


said, five years sinee he had visited the city on! 
invitation of those whom he had now the pleas 
of meeting. He then stood side by side with T 
whose lead he was proud to follow—his isting 
colleagne, a senator from Mississippi, a senator" 


of the house of representatives trom his own - 
Close gentlemen were now mostly estranged I 
bim. It was unnecessary to go into causes ” 
they had been such as to leave bim standit g iol 
he solitary whig member of the United Siates * 
nate south of the Potomac. 

But the cause which he supported was the 
now that it was in 1834; he stood upon oF 
riound, maintained the same principles, and a 
against the saine abuses of power and a 
usurpation now that he did then; end, by att 
ot God, be would maintain that ground and fig 


l battle to the last, tlinch who might. 
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Hon. Henry Mvers, Sanne! Hays, Willian F. Cop 















The hon. John Sergeant responded to a cail, anil 
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sure which he feit in onee more meeting bis “_ 
brethren of the city of Philadeiptia. It? was, 


Alabaina, a senator from Louisiana, aud metibe 
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He aliuded to the severe contest which the whigs 
congress fiad been compelled to sustain. It re 
yired all their exertions to keep the ruinous mea- 
of the administration in check ; they could do 
rtle else; they had prevented much evil by defeat- 
B . the sud-treasury bill, but they could do no more 
yell under the defeat of that bill—its suspension, 
rit was not yet killed, only scotched—the country 
an tv rise trom its depressed state, and to exer! 
1 But, if this were the case, when the 
areer of the present adininistration has been only 
acked, What might not be expected when the 
higs should displace the present powers that be, 
id be able to act efficiently, and to carry out their 
pservative principles?) We should then see the 
hole country rise, and expand, and teem with pros- 
nerity Industry would find encouragement and 
rotection, the shackles would be removed froim 
giamerce, ¢ fidence would be restored, and no 
nan would bave cause to fear any fatal blow to his 
rospects fiom the government, which was not now 
he case, alii had not been for many years past. 
Mr. P. urged upon ihe whigs the necessity of be- 
g UNITED They must sustain the broad princt- 
les of Whigisin, the only ism, he said, by which 
hey could sustain themselves, If they were uniled, 
hey might look forward tu certain triumph. He as 
liy beheved, if they stood by their principles, and 
ressed forward in the good cause, shoulder to shoul- 
er, they would come oif victorious, as he believed 
an allewise and overruling providence. 
hey did vot, defeat was cerlain—it was in vain to 
alk of victory without UNION. 
Tenness e, he said, was with us, Georgia was 
ith us, Nort Carolina, Louisiana, and Mississippi 
yere willl us, aud Virginia was coming, if she tad 
ot already come; and what, he asked, had brougiit 
wmtous? The principies—the broad, the catho- 
¢, the couservative principles of whigism. These 
jneiples had sent a Wise, of Virginia, a Daw- 
ni, Of Georgia, a-Prentiss, of Mississippi, a Bell, of 
ennessee, and a Stanley, of Noith Carolina, to con- 
ress, and nobly did they sustain the glorious cause. 
Yes, he repeated, itis whig principles, and whig 
principles alone, which has brought so many of the 
puiliera states to sustain that banner, and to array 
emseives agaist this destructive administration. 
implure you, tuen, he said, one and all, as you re- 


gard the success Ol these principles aud this cause, 


stand by the: and maintain thei as the last hope 
f the natou. Do not suffer any division; let us 


ally under the same banner, and, supporting the | 


oustitulional rights of all sections of the eountry, 
tand by eacu lier. ‘Lhen our success will be cer- 
ain, 

Mr. P. said it did not perhaps become hiim to 


peak, in this place, of men; but, as the whig flag | 
ould not be suspended without a hand to held it | 


luit when raised, he must be indulged in a remark 
ftwo upon this subject. ‘The flag under which 
erally, he said, isa noble, a broad and expanded 
he, and proud we are ol it; it should be placed in 

hand worthy of it, and abie to spread it forth upon 
he breeze. ‘Liat hand is the haud of Henry Clay. 

O him, and to no other man, must our banner be 
atrusted, if we would see it gloriously floating 
loft in proud and triumphant victory. 

Mr, Ciay, ie said, was a noble man. He, hiim- 
elf, cae into the senate with stiong prejudices 
painst hiin. He had wariniy opposed him long 

lorehe knew him. Inthe senate he found hun. 
lt by his side—he watched him with a suspicious 
ye—but his prejudices had gradually given way 
lore the power of truth; and, from being a suspi- 
10U8 Opponent, he would frankly contess he liad 

Cone an adiireroef the man. It was net his elo- 
uence—that was well inown—it was not the great 
‘fvices Which he had rendered his country, and 
‘hich must be familiar to all, that wen him; but it 
Was is noble nature—his fearless support of what 
MS Judgwent told him was right, regardiess of con- 
“{ilences, that called furth his admiratio.. No 

an ever looked danger in the eye with a more de- 

rhiined, unblenching countenance, when in the 
pursuit of truth, or the sustainment of right, than 
enry Clay. (¢ Greul cheering.) ‘This he spoke of 
iS own kuowledge, He had seen him standing, as 

Were, upon the very edge of a political gull, down 

ich, apparently, a single step must plunge bin 
have seen him (said Mr. P.) took into the gulf 
tha fixed, yet unblenching eye, and, with all its 
Onsequenees before him, take the step which he 
ment a required, Such a man is Henry Clay. 
en's. 

I have heard him utter, said Mr. Preston, in his 
s08et, sentiments which, had they fallen from the 
Ips of One of the ancients of Greece or Rome, 
have been repeated with admiration to the 
hy day. On_one occasion, (continued Mr. P.) 
“did me the honor to send for and consult with 
We. It was in reference to a step he was about to 


But it 


rtake, and which will, perhaps, come to your minds 
without more direct allusions. Alter stating what 
he proposed, I suggested whether there would not 
be danger in it, whether such a course would not 
injure his own pro<pects, as well as those of the 
whig party in general. His teply was, * { did not 
send for you to ask what might be the etfect of the 
proposed movement on iny prospects, but whether 
it was right; I had rather be right than be presi- 
dent.” 

Such sentiments as these indicate the loftine-s of 
the man, and the high purposes of his soul; and 
they should call forth the admiration and the confi 
dence of the nation. They point te him as the 
inost worthy to wield her destinies. I avow my- 
self. therefore, for Heury Clay. I will not say t 
believe the whigs will be defeated ainless they rally 
as one man, in a solid phalanx. around him and 
their principles. I kuow it. It isinevitable. But 
if they do thus rally, their triumph is certain. May 
it be my lot to congratulafe you hereafter upon your 
victory, rather than condole with you, and mourn 
with the country on your defeat! 

Mr. Hoffinan, of New York, and Mr. Wise, of 
Virginia, were called for, but it did not appear that 
they were in the room. 

We took no notes of any speeches, and occupied 
a position not favorable to hearing. We must not, 
therefore, be considered as attempting to give more 
than a sketch of the eloquent remarks of the two 
distinguished speakers. 

When Mr. Preston mentioned the name of Henry 
Clay in connexion with the whig banner, there was 
an outburst of feeling that told of the hoid which 
that great man had on the affections of the meeting. 
Three times three they cheered, and then asked tor 
‘‘one more,” before they allowed the sp: aker to 
proceed. It was agratifying occasion, and will be 
productive of good. 

On motion of Mr. B. Badger, the association ad- 
journed to meet on Saturday evening next, at seven 
o’clock, at the Temperance hall, Northern Liber- 
lles. 





TWENTY FIFTH CONGRESS, 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

March 2. Mr. Hubbard presenied certain joint 
resolutions of the legisiature of New Hampshire, in- 
structing their senators and requesting their repre. 
sentatives tu cbtain the adjustinent of claims for spo- 
liations coinwitted by France prior to 1800; which 
were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Morris presented several petisions for the ubo- 
lition of slavery; which he asked might be re- 
ceived. 





to receive was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Norvell, fiom the committee on commerce, to 
which were referred several memorials on the sub- 
ject of a steam revenue cutter, made a report there- 
on, accompanied by the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That the resolutions and memorials con- 
cerning the construction of sieam revenue cutters, with 
a copy of this report, be referred to the secretary of the 
navy. 

The resolution was considered and adopted. 

Mr. Cuthbert, froin the committee on naval affairs, 
to which was referred the memorial of the heirs of 
Robert Fuiton, made a special report thereon ; 
which was read, and ordered to be priuted. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
ton, was considered and adopted : 

Resolved, That the president of the United S ates he 
requested to cause to be laid before the senate, at the 
cummencement of the next session of congress. reports 
upon the miliary and naval defences of the country, 
showing-— 

First. The fortifications, or other permanent de- 
fences, commenced, completed, projected, or deemed 
necessary—1. For the norihern frontier, from lake Sa- 
perior to Passamaquoddy bay. 2. For the maratime 


frontier, from Passamaquoddy bay to Cape Florida. | 


3. The Gulf frontier, from Cape Fiorida to the Sabine 
bay. 4. ‘The western frontier, from the Sabine bay 
to lake Superior, with a conjectural estimate of the pro- 
bable expense of constructing or Coinpieting such works 
as miay nut yet have been co:nple ed or commenced. 
Second. The state of the arinament of the fortifica- 
tions, so far as the same may be completed or com- 
menced, with a conjectural estimate of the expense of 


' completing the armament of allthe forts which may be 


commenced, or deemed necessary to be constructed. 

Third. The armories, arsenals, magazines, and fuun- 
dries, either constructed or deemed necessary, wih a 
conjectural estimate of the expense of constructing such 
of said establishments as may not yet be completed or 
commenced, but which may be deemed necessary. 

Fourth. 'Fhe floating, or steam batteries, or vessels 
which have been constructed in aid of fortifications. or 
may be deemed necessary to be constructed in aid of 
such works, with a conjectural estimate of the expense 
which the same muy require. 


Fifth. The ships of war built, or under construction, |! 





or deemed necessary to be built, with a conjectural esti- / it might awount to a-million and a baif of 


On motion of Mr. Cluy, of Alabaina, the motion. 





mate of the expense of building and arming the vessels 
not yet completed or commenced, or which may be 
deemed necessary within a reasonable time. 

Sixth. The navy yards, docks, and naval establish- 
ments of every kind, ei:her constructed or commenced, 
or deemed necessary, with the probable expense of coms 
pleting the same. 

With any other information ox suggestions which 
the president may deem necessary to be communicat- 
ed to congress, in order to exhibit a full view of what 
is necessary to be done, and the probable cost thereof, 
to place the United States in a proper state of de- 
fence, by land and water, and on each of the four 
great lines of defence which her frontiers present. 

Mr. Duvis oilered the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted : 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate, at the next session of 
congress, whether any change in the system of marine 
hospitals is expedient ; and, if so, what, and especially 
if any new hospi‘als are necessary, and in what manner 
they ought to be erected if deemed expedient, and how 
supported. 

The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the year 
1839, was taken up, and the question being on the 
amendment pro, osed by the committee on finance, 
to strike out the appropiiation for the documentary 
history— 

Mr. Benton spoke at much length against the ap- 
propriation, and al-o against the distribution of the 
books, and read from reports of committees to justity 
what he said. He considered this whole busir-ss of 
printing books fur meuber of congress—a practice 
which had grown up within a few years past—to be 
one of the iost aboininable abuses which now beset 
the government, aud he considered this particular 
{jb as the most abominable of the whole. Taken in 
every way, the inanner in which it was got through 
without the knowledge of the most attentive mem- 
bers—he meant others still more than himself—the 
enormity ef the suin involved—the vast bulk and 
little worth of the work—and the distribution of it te 
the members that voted for it—and it was tiuly an 
abominable abuse. None of us kuew that sucha 
work was authorised by us. It was passed in 1833 
and it was nearly a year afterwards before we dis- 
covered what we had done. He (Mr. B.) found it 
out from Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, at the 
next session, Wo wasa memberaf a cominittee who 
discovered what bad been done; and then, for the 
fist time, it was found out that an act had been 
passed by which upwards of halt a million of dollars 
at the least, and possibly a million and a half, was 
to be given to an oflicer of the house of representa- 
t ves, (M.St.C Clarke, the clerk of the house,) 
and his partner, for printing a work to be given to 
those who voted that officer and his partner the mo- 
vey! As soon as found out, the abuse was resisted 
by some members, and has been resisted for six 
‘years, bat without eif-e'; tor while a majority con. 
demn and denounce it, yet they are placed under 
duress, and compelled to vote for the money and dis- 
tribution by putting them in the appropriation b tls 
for the support of the government, and then making 
it a question to luse the whole bill and stop the go- 
vert:ment, or let the distribution go on. He, for one, 
would vote against it, and let the government 
stop, if that should be the consequence ; and let tho 
| people see who it was that weuld break up the go- 
ivernment before they would cease voting books ta 

themselves! Even if the vote of the books was 
right in itself, 1t would be wrong to be put into an 
‘appropriation bill; and he would not be coere:d by 
finding it there. But the whole practice was wrong 
‘in itself, and was becoming an enormous abuse— 
enormous for the amount of money—enormous for 
ithe prineiple—enormous for the frighttul progress 
which it made—enormous tor the consequences it 
| might lead to. Every session we have jobs ard dis- 
tiibutions. A multitude of works have been printed 
and distributed. They «multiply every session. We 
vote the money to the jobber—the jobber gives the 
‘books to us—ard inany of us sell the books ins‘anter 
ito Mr. Templeman, or some other purchaser. Tw en- 
ty thousand—torty thousand—sixty thousand dollars 
—are a common vote, and done with a rapidity which 
defies all description, and in a way to escape the no- 
tice of the most attentive members, But this is a 
case, not of twenty—-or forty—or sixty thousand 
doliars, but of one of two millions! It is absolutely 
a case of millions, and may be as many as the job- 
bers choose to make it. Itis without limits a boun- 
daries ; it is to print whatever the jobbers choose to 
print—for there is no earthly control over them— 
under the name of documentary history of the revo- 
lution, Already they inform us that the private and 
public libraries of Ameriea and Europe are to be 
explored to find either manuscript or printed matter 
to be pubtished ; and they are at liberty to publish 
all that they can find. The first computation supposed 
* 
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then the undertakers, when the enormity of that sum 
Starlied every body, proposed to pula Hianiton thein- 
selves by itmiling the number of volumes. “They 
propused to liuut the volumes to tweity, and leit 
the number of pages unlimited, though estumated for 
at 300 pages. ‘The pay was by the page—so wuei 
the pase—and at this rate it would come to $20,400 
a voluine, and tweuty volumes would make $403,- 
000. ‘Tuis seeined to impose a limit, but it was al 
an illusion! The number of pages were unlimited, 
and instead of 800, the first voluine—the only one 
printed—contains above 1,000 pages ! and instead of 
20,409, the estimated, actual price is $26,000! and 
dourd.dug the pases, the nextone may be $52,000. 
Tauis bili as to pay a balance, a balance due for the 
first voluine ; and this balance is $5,600! the esii- 
mated price of $20,400 having been previously paid. 
At this rate the iweuly volumes wali cosi $520,000 ; 
but there is ucthing to limit it to that amvant; ih. 
publishers can pint what they please, as many 
Voluines as they please, and as many pages as they 
please in cach voiuime; aud being pad by the page, 
tie bulk of the work, and the a.wount of the price, 1s 
adsoiutely without lumit! [tis also without iimit as 
to tine! Lt may last tor centuries, and through gene 
Fatious ; and the familics of Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Force way be pensioned on the tederal government 
througn successive ages. It isa personai contiact 
with Mes-rs. Clarke and Force; it wiil desceud 
to their re; resentatives ; tt has taken six years to 
Wake one vuluine; and tweaty volumes, even il 
limited to that, would require, at the same rate, one 
hundred acd iwenty years to compicte ihe work. So 
slow is tiie forth coming work, that we have been 
tuid Ou Uns iloor—ioui by Mr. King, uf Georgia, who 
began ite good work ot 0; posing inis business—that 
he was weii informed that a member had sold tis 
julerest in the whole documentary history, tor 
Which we pay a tmulion or so, for ten doiiars in 
hand. 
ir. B. then took the ground that the whole con- 
tract ought to be set aside, dor tiaud: firsi, in the 
Inanner Of getting it through congress ina way to 
prevent all knowiedge of the maguituae of the 
work, and thal by an offic r of the house; next tor 
want of wiorai or Coustilutional power iu the eon 
Riess to vute itheuiselves such presents; thied, tor 


The fuimer of these questions was decided in 

ihe negative, thus striking out the appropriation o} 
#5.602 by yeas and nays, as follows: 
_. YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
VUlay, of Aiabama, Fulton, Hubbard Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce. Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Walker, Williams, of 
Mississippi and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Fusier, Knight, Merrick, Robbins, Smith, 
of Indiana, Southard, Swift, ‘Tallmadge and Webster 

The question on the distribution of the books 
was negaiived by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Ciay, of Alabaina, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Fos- 
ter, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Knight, Maciek, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvel', Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smiih, 
of Conn., Smith,of Ind., Swiit, Walker, Wall, Wh te, 


om of Maine, Williams, of Miss. and Wright— 


NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Southard and Webster—3. 

The amendment to strike out the proviso, which 
required the printing, &c. of the executive depart 
ments to be done by contract, to be given to the 
lowest bidder, being before the senate. 


Mr. Wright said the committee had recommend- 
ed this ainendment, beeause in their view a com- 
pliance with the requisitions of the proviso was 
limpracticable; jt amounted to a total denial to the 
departments of the power of having any printing 
done whatever, There was no obligation on the 
contractor to reside, or to perform the work in this 
city; and the departments would be compelled on 
every emergency in which they required a job of 
printing to be done, to send it perhaps to Boston to 
be executed. He hoped the proposed amendment 
of the committee wouid be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
ordered to a third reading, and, by unanimous con- 
sent, was read a this time, and passed. 

This bill was subsequently returned froin the 
house, with the information that the house non- 











concurred in the two above principal amendments 


jmade by the senate, and was referred to the com- 


inittee on finanee, 
Mr. W. froin the committee moved that the se- 
nate ins'st on their first amendment striking out 


tic, maven r in which ‘the price was fixed, and | the provision for letting out the public printlug on 
fixed weaily twice ioo much—as he proved by read- | contract, which was agreed to. 


lug-daiswers to inquiries frou: the most eminent 


{ 


Also, that the senate recede from the amend 


bookseliers of Putiadeiphia aud other ci ies, ad- | ment striking out the appropriation for the docu- 
dressed to them by a cominiiee ef the louse of | mentary history, which was agreed to—yeas 23, 
represenlalives aller the discovery of the extent of | nays 6. 


tie job given to Messis. Ciarke and Force. 


He 


Also, that the senate insist on their amendment 


read iroin the report to show that Messrs. Clarke | strinking out the provision for the distribution of 
aud Foice virtually fixed the price themselves by | these books an.ong the members of the senate and 
pucting it ito the dace of the jaw, that they were | house of representatives, which after some re- 
to have al the same rate as Mvsors, Bia and Rives | marks from Mr. Wedster,in opposition, was agreed 
were pald ior a certain work, the price of which | to—ayes 23, noes 7, as follows: 


was fixed by Mr Lorce, wiv was selected by Mr. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 


Ciarke and Mr. Low ry tor that purpose; Clarke houn, Clay, of Alzbama, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, 
and borce’s bil depending in cougress, while Mr. | King, Lyon, Mouwon, Nicho'as, Ni'es, Norvell, Pierce, 
Force, as a teicree, was fixing the price of work | Robinson, Sevier, S.oith, of Indiana, Walker, Whire, 


which was to govern his own. 

Mr. B. finished with deciaring that this book 
prinung and bvok disinbutung busiiess hud becouie 
an enormous abuse; that the aitention of the coun- 
try ought to be roused up to it; and if the bili for 
the support of the government was lost, it would 
rouse lie country, and, in the end, save miilions. 
For his own part, he bad been resisting this busi- 
ness for six years without any elitct, for it was 
g owing aud iucreasing apnualiy. But he shoutd 
go ov Opposing it, Opposing all these jobs, great 
and smali. He bad to encounter friends and foes, 
and to draw ov himself censure and opposition. 
He was sorry for if, but he could not help it. The 
abuse must be stopped; and be had taken a fixed 
and inexorable resuluiion to try and slop it. He 
had put cu his tron nerves, and should yield to 
neitover frivuds nor foes. 

Mr. Southard spoke in reply, insisting that this 
sum Was due under a contract which was a law 
gi the land; and ihat congress, before withhold- 
ing appropriations, ought to declare that contract 
null aid void, which no one daed to propose is 
direct terms, or else they ought to make a coin- 
promise, and allow Ciarke and Force suitable da. 
mages, 

Mr. Calhoun said he would vote for this ap- 

ropriation, but a sense of duty would not allow 

im to vole in favor of giving books to meinbers of 
congress. He agreed, however, if Clarke and 
Force should suiter damage on account of a failur: 
in congress to fulfil a eontract, they ought to be 
yemmnnerated, 

On the call of Mr. Foster, the question was divid- 
ed 80 a3 to ascertain, lirst, whether the senate would 
gyuake this appropriation; and, second, whether the 
books slieuld be distributed as provided for by the 
pill. 





W lliams, of Maine, Williams, of Mississ:ppi, Wrigh.— 
23 


NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, 
Tallinadge, Webster, Young—7. 

Mr. Allen submiited the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘What the presides message, of the Ist 
insiant, and the accompanying letter of the postmaster 
general,in answer to certaia resolutions of the sena‘e 


, adopted on the Ist instant, in relation to a communica- 


tion previously made to the senate by the postmaster 
yeneral, are satisfactory to the senate. 

Mr. A. desired the consideration of the resolution 
at this time; but this requiring the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, objected. 

Mr. Buchu ian expressed a hope that the senator 
from Indiana, [Mr. Smith], would withdraw his 
objection. The postinaster general had expressly 
disclaimed all intentional disrespect to the senate 
in lds former communication. He had never be. 
lieved, and he bad so expressed himself, that this 
officer intended any disrespect to the body, al- 
though, without this disavowal, his communication 
woud fairly bear such a construction. He had 


the senate ought to express themselves satisfied. 

Mr. Smith still persisting in his objection, the 
resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Allen then said that by the rules he could 
call up his resolution to-morrow; and that as the 
day would terminate at 12 o’clock, he gave notice 
that he would take the earliest vecasion thereafter 
to call for its consideration. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill from 
the house for the protection of the northern and 
nosthwestern frontier. 


Mr. Benton, from the military committee, report- 





ed various ainendments to the bill making an ag- 
gregate of $1,240,000, viz: $740,000 for Tortifies- 


now disavowed ail such intention, and therefore ! 


= 
tions much advanced, and $500,000 {fcr OtLers jot 
much advanced. , 

Mr. Ruggles moved to increase the AP propria, 
tion for fortifications in Maine from $109. (yy to 
$200,000, 

This motion was briefly advocated’by Mess, B 
Williams, of Maine, and Ruggles, and Opposed by 
Messrs. Wright and Clay, of Alabama, and hegatiy. 
ed without a division. 

The appropriation of $100,000 for Maine fortig. 
cations was also negatived by yeas and nays ,, 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Cuthbert, Day; 
Foster, Fu! on, Kuight. Linn, Lyon, Nerveil, Pieres 
Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., Tallmadge Walkcr, Wal 
Webster. Williams, of Me., and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, (jay 
of Alabama, Clay‘on, Hubbard, King, McKean, \;,;' 
rick, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss. Rives, Roane, Robjp, 
son, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Whit. 
Williams, of Miss., and Wrieht—22. 

The appropriation of $80,000 for the Westery 
frontier was advocated at some length by Mr. Fy. 
ton and Mr. Benton, and opposed by Mr Calhoun, 
and it was carried in the affirmative by yeas aq 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay, o 
Alabama, Clayton, Foster, Fulton, Linn, Lyon, No. 
vell, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Ja, Ty), 
madge, Walker, White, Williams, of Me., Williams 
of Miss., and Youug—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Hubbard & 
King. McKean, Merrick Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Pron 
tiss, Roane, Robbins, Sinith, of Conn., Southard, Swi 
Wall, and Wright—17. a 

The appropriations of $740,000 for fortifications 
and other military defences on the Atlantic ang 
Gulf coast were now taken together, advecat:d bf 
Mr. Benton and Mr. Davis, who stated that ther 
was recently not a gun in Boston in a condition \ 
fire a salute, which he supposed was generally thy 
case ; and opposed by Mr. Calhoun, who said they 
were always ready gans by hundreds when he nq 
connected with the department; and it the milliow 
recently appropriated had been thus wasted, this pit 
tance would do nothing; and then this whole apjro 
priation was negatived by yeas and nays as folicus 

YKAS— Mes:rs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay, ¢ 
Alabama, Davis, Fulton, Knight, Nicholas, Robbin, 
Ruggles, Waiker, Wall, Webster, and Willams, (i 
Maine—1l4. _— 

NA YS— Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, C’'ay, of Ken 
tueky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Foster, Hubbard, Lyon 
McKean, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Prestvi 
Roane, Sevier, Sinith, of Connecticut, Sich, of Is 
diana, Swift, White, Williams, of Mississippi, Wright 
and Young—23. - 

The bill, as amended, was now reported fo th 
senate, and alter a brief conversation the approprieg” 
tion of $80,000 for the western frontier, made il 
committee, was non-concurred in, or lost, in senalé 
by yeas and nays as follows: 43 

YEAS—Miessrs. Allen, Bavard, Benton, Ful 
Linn, Rives, Ruggles. Sevier, Smith, of Ia., W aiken 
Webster, White, and Williams, of Me.—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Davis, Hub 
bard, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas Niles, Piert 
Prentiss, Pres on, Roane, Smith, of Conn., Souiliar 
Swift, Wall, and Wright—18. hit ‘ 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a til 
reading, and by consent read a third time, 
passed. . 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Allen, relatit 
to the letter of the postmaster general, was, 0 hs 
notion, cailed up, aud was agreed to, without at 
Vision. 


The bill from the house giving to the presiden'® 
the United States additional powers for the delent 
of the United States in certain cases against “a 
sion, and for other purposes, was received, the 4 
joint rule in the way of its reception was youn 
ed, and the senate proveeded forthwith to consite 
the bill. After having been read the first time, 

Mr. Benton observed that he did not think — 
cessary, at this late period of the session, and “ 
present circumstances, to refer this bill to a o 
mittee. The subject was perfectly understoot 
every senator; the bill, as it had passed the sabe 
was on their tables; and the sense of the we 
had been fully expressed in the resolutions — 
mously adopted lastevening. He therefore ae 
that they had better not refer the bill, but ‘ | 
up in committee of the whole, and act on 
once. 
Mr. Buchanan observed that the bill from 7 
house, now before the senate, entirely met a 
probation, with perhaps a single exception. € seo 
all the circumstances, he doubted the policy y hell 
ing a special minister to England; but < = 
make no motion to strike this provision - a 
bill, unless his doubts might be fortified by er 
nion of other senators, With this exception, i a 
it ought to be considered, the bill, be believed; 
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measure should orizinate in the bouse, it was pre- viewed as a tineal or manace. We ave beri | a viitue. 


cisely 1 accordaiice with the resolutions which had 

assed the senate last night, by which we pledged 
ourselves, thatin case the British government should 
attempt to take possession of this disputed territory, 
we would stand by the president of the United 
States, and sustain hin with all the military power 
of the nation in repilling this aggression. This 
pill contained no provisional army. It simply au- 
thorised a resort to the maulitia and volunteers, in 
case it should become necessary to call out a mili- 
tary force before congress could be convened, and 
appropriated the money necessary to accomplish 
the object. Mr. B. agreed with his triend from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] that it was unnecessary 
to refer this bill to a committee, as it was plain and 
simple in its provisions, and the Session so near its 
close. As to the propriety of sending a special 
minister to Englaid—he would be glad to hear the 
opinion of oiher senators on this subject. 

Mr. Yallmadge observed that he differed with the 
senator from Pennsylvania in one particular. He 
was highly in favor of sending a special mirrster to 
England. He thought the minister sent should be 
a man of character and standing, and he had no idea 
that the president would send any other. 

Mr. Southard acknowl dged that he felt great 
difficully in passing so protaptly on a bil of such 
magnitude. He did not view it in the light that 
other senators did, as carrying out the resolutions 
of the committee on foreign relations, but going far 
beyond thein, He greatly feared the consequences 


of passing such a bill, and was alarivned at what: 


would be the result of its passage. For if it did 
pass, and the president should call for the volun- 
teers authorised by it, there would be a war be- 
tween this country and Great Britain which might 
jast tor years. Where were these volunteers to be 
saised, and how ? The moment, said Mr. S. that 
that bill is pass d, you will find volunteers assein- 
bling under it, and eager to march into the British 
territories. 

Now, | ask you (continued Mr.S&.) to look upon 
the whole of our frontiers, and sce what has oecur- 
red there during the past twelve months, together 
with the tone and temper of the people. Did it not 
require all the exertions of the executive fo repress 


the spirit that was so openly mauilested? He | 


would as soon, Mr S. said, vote for an absolute de- 
claration of war as this bill. The great danger was 


that the volunteers would not wait for the orders | 


of the president of the United States, but that they 
would, as soon as organized, invade the British 
territory, aud thus bring om a war while the two 
governments were in the progress of adjusting the 
didterences between them, There were other pro- 
visions of this bill to which he was uot prepared to 
give his assent, and there were others which he ap- 
proved of, and among the latter was the one refer- 
re to by the senator from New York. He hoped 
that a special minister would be scnt to England, 
aud that the mission would resuit in the settlement 
of all our difierences with that power. God forbid 
that a war between this country and England, the 
representatives of the freedom of the world, should 
ever take place. He did not fear the contest if it 
should be foreed on him; but, said he, if we go 
into this conflict, I wish to zo into it coolly and dis- 
passionately, and in a manner calculated to carry 
with nus the feelings of the people of the whole 
country. He prefered that the bill should be sent 
to a committee, with a view to a more mature con- 
sid-ration of the whole subject, and the recommen- 
dation of some measure less calculated to precipi- 
tate the country intoawar. In the present postare 


of affairs, this section authorising the raising of 


volunteers, would be looked on by the British go 
Vveriment in no other hght than as a menace, and 


Perhaps lead this high spirited people intu acts of 


liostility, which more moderate nicasures on our 
part might prevent. How could we expect any 
Successiul negoiiations for terminating our differ- 
enees with the British government, with this threat 
langing over thems? Would they not point to it as 
an act of hostility, and refuse to negotiate until it 
Was withdrawn? 

Mr. 8. after some further remarks, concluded by 
moving to refer the bill to the committee on foreign 
relations. 

_ Mr. Tulimadge did not know that he had any ob 
Jections to the reference of the bill; the remark he 
inade was in regard to the sending of a minister 
But he saw no cause for the alarin felt by the sena 
tor from New Jersey. No one could pretend that 
Voluuteers would be raised under the provisions of 
this bill till the president called for them; and after 
he has called for them, they will as soon as raised, 
be in the service of the United States, and cannot 
§° to Canada, or any where else without orders. 


j for her own decision. 


threatened with invasion, a. d though he did not be- 
lieve that the threat would be carried into execu- 
tion, yet it was highly necessary to be prepared tor 
any such contingency, Should the British govern- 
ment complain oj this clause of the billas a menace, 
waich he did not believe they would do, the presi- 
dent could say, that from the very nature of our in- 
stitutions, we were unprepared for any emergency, 
and therefore it was that congress passed this mea- 
sure in order that we might be prepared to meet 
the invasion that was threatened. Weshallaiways, 
said Mr. ‘IT. enter into a conflict with a foreign 
power under disadvantageous circumstances, but 
we shall become stronger as it progresses, and 
triumph in the end. He did believe that this bill 
was necessary, and he would therefore give it: bis 
vote. We passed, said he, unaniu- ously the resoln- 
jtions reported by the committee ou fereign rela. 
tions; and last session we passed resolutions just 
as strong, and what did they amountto. To no 
thing. The British government, instead of giving 
up their claims, had advanced the claim to exclu- 
sive jurisdiction over the disputed terifory, and 
threatened to support it with an armed force. Un- 
der these circumstances, he was for putting the 
country in a situation to meet the threatened con- 
tingency. He saw nothing alarming in the autho- 
rising this volunteer force to be raised. They will 
be embodied only when the president shall call for 





abie to march a toot until he commands it. 

Mr. Merrick was in tavor of referri: g the bill to 
the committee on foreign relations. 11 was an im- 
portant measure, ard should go through all the 
forins of legislation; and if it passed. it should be 
pafter full and solemn deliberation, There was no 

man in tbe country more reluctant to go to war than 
he was. A war would be highly injurious to the 
| people he represented, but he would not sacrifice 
‘the honor or the interests of the nation for the sake 
of preserving peace. He lad no tears of any con- 
sequences resuiiing from authersing this volunteer 
‘corps. ‘They are, be said, to be composed of the 
‘freemen of the United Siates, and upon thein we 
(can as safely rely for obeying the laws as for de- 
ij fending the liberties of the country. 





(said Mr. M.) to adjourn, and cannot meet again 
for any wonths. We are threatened with tnva- 
‘sion, and the danger is great that the threat will be 
carried into execution. My opinion is (said Mr. 
M.) that war will coine before twelve months ts 
over, do what you will, Onght we, then, fo ad- 


dent to def nd the county? 

Mr. Buchanan said that, even at this late hour of 
the night, considering the position which he occu 
pied in relation to the subject, the senate would 
'execnse him tor asking their attention for a few mo- 
ments, whilst he replicd to the remarks of the sena- 
tor from New Jersey. [Mr. Southard]. 

For iny own part, said Mr. B., 1 ain not excited 
(in the slightest degree, but am calm as a sumumier’s 
morning: nor do 1 believe that the senate reqnired 
a caution against acting under violent impulse. J 
eonfess that, throughout the whole proceeding. ] 
have been only anxious that we shonid act with 
isuch coolness, such dignity, and such discretion, as 
would secure the approbation of the country. «This 





only jabored to prevent it fiom being obscured, by 
the adep!ion of any measure, in the assertion of our 
rights, on which our constitaents could be fairly 
divided in opinion. It was for this reason, that I 


relation to the fourth resolution reported by the 
coinmittee. Aithough I preferred that resolution 
as it originally stood, because it was more precise, 
yet the change in the last clause docs not materially 
affect the meauing; and it has procured an unani- 
mons vote in its favor—a consummation much to be 
desired. Should Maine act in accordance with the 
eninit of this resolution, then if war must come, if 


‘ions, for the purpose of assuming exclusive mili- 
tary jurisdiction, against the clear understanding 
between the two governinents, over a territory to 
which she has net even a color of tithe. In such 
an event, the only alternative is War or national dis- 
honor; and between these two what American can 
hesitate! Force must be repelied by force; or na 


Great Britain will madly tush into such a contest 
for an object so inconsiderable, This is a question 
All we have to do is to stand 





thems; and being under his orders, they will not be | 


We are about | 


journ wittiout putting it in the power of the presi- | 


have come into conflict with the ¢tate of Maine in | 








' 








| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


iby the invading power. 


} 


1 would ask the senator from New Jersey what is 
there in this bill which is not precisely in conformity 
with the resolutions unantinously adopted last night? 
Which was the most lnaportant of ail these resolu- 
tions? Was il not that one which declared that, if 
the British government should, in pursuance of its 
avowed determination, attempt, by military force, to 
take possession of the disputed lerrtiory, that we 
weuld sustain the president in defending the rights 
of the country, and repelling this invasion? This is 
the single principle clearly and stiongly «xpiessed 
in the fourth resolution. What, then, do we pro- 
pose to do by this bill? Merely to cariy out this 
principle in practice, and that, too, in the mildest 
jorm consistently with the safety of the country. 
Would we not make ourselves a rediculous specta- 
cle before all mankind, if we should adjourn, alter 
adopting this solemn resolution, and leave the }re- 
sident, without a dollar, to defend the country, in 
case it shonld be attacked?) We first pledge ‘our- 
selves in the most solemm manner to susta n bim 3 
and, When called upon to redeem cur pledge, we 
prove recreant to this duty which, but yesterday, 
we iniposed upon ourselves. Is theie a single seua- 
tor here prepared to act such a part? 

This bill is in feet bet little more than a contin- 
rent appropriation of $10,660,600, placed at the 
cisposal of the president, to enable hum to eall forth 
the wplitia, in ex: cution of the constitution and the 
existing law, for the puspose of repelling the threat- 
ened invasion of the disputed territory. It is true 
that the term of service is exterded ivom three to 
six months, and the president is authorised 10 secept 
of the services of volunteers. ‘These are the ouly 
changes in the od law etiected by the bill. It does 
rot propose to add a soldicr to the regular army. 
Unt the next meeting of congress, it relies exclu- 
sively upon the present army, militia and volunteers 
of the country, to repel the invasion of the disputed 
terittory. Now, Lask, what less can we do, unless 
regardless of our duty, we should determine to ad- 
jour whilst war is ispending over us, without pro- 
viding any means of defence? And yet the senator 
liom New Jersey fancies that he sees in the billa 
menace to Engiand; and he dreads a rushing of 
armed citizen volunteers across onr frontier for the 
purpose of invading the territory of a friendly y ower. 
But what says the bill? Unless the contingency 
should happen for which it provides, these volun- 
teers Wiil remain at hoine. ‘They can never be em- 
bedied without the orders of the president. They 
canzot move towards the frontier until the event 
shall occur on which we lave solemly declared that 
we shail cordially co operzie with tie president in 
defending the interest and honor of the country. 
What, then, is the inevitable consequence of the 
senator’s argument? That we shall adopt no pre- 
cautionary measuies to repel a threatensd jivasion, 
lest perchance they may be construed into a menace 
The gentleman has not 
seen the point to which his own argument would 
lead lin. If he had, it never would have been ad- 
vanced, Besides, this argument implies a want of 


confidence in our citizen volunteers, which I do not 
; feel, 


‘important object has, I think been accomplished, | 
|The justice of our cause is palpable; and I have | 


| 


to prepare for war was the best twnode of preserving 
peace, i 


| Offend our powerful neighbor! 


if we adjourn without passing this bill, we shall 
richiy deserve the reputation of being a povernment 
vailant in resolutions upon peper—a government 
misht in words, but contemptible in action. We 
sLould become the scorn of cur constituents, 

But this bil is called a threat. A threat! To 
prepare for war, when an intention to invade our 
territory has been avowed, is a threat which may 
Such was not the 
He believed that 


opinion of general Washington. 


° = 
Weakness always invites aggression. For- 


tunately, or unfordinately, for us, from the very na- 
ture of our institutions, we shall never be well pie- 
| pared for war; but for this very reason, When we 





tional degradation is the inevitable conseqnence, 1 | 
confess, however, it is still difficult to believe that 








have cause to apprehend immediate danger, cur ex- 
ertions ought to be so much the more vigorous We 
now fird that sir John Harvey is collecting and con- 


will find the country unanimous, On the part of | centrating his forces, which it is said will au ount to 
Great Britain, it will be a war of pure aggression, | four or five thousand regular troops, with the avow- 
waged, during the pendency of peacelul negotia- led purpose of making a descent on the disputed 


territory, and placing if und:r the executive juris- 
diction of England. When this danger is iinpend- 
ing. shall we place ourselves in the contenptible 


_positen of resolving that the state of Maine shall 


be defended, and then re-resolving that it shall not be 
defended, lest it might give offence to the British 
government?) We can never avert war by base 
si binission; and if we could, the people of this 
country will never purchase peace at the price of 
self-degradation. No, sir, never. If the British 
government should ever complain of this bill asa 
threat, our minister can point with confidence to the 
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letem aul prociamation ob sir Johu Harvey, in which) vernor of N 


he tias first taveatened to take Miliary possession Ol 
the disputed lerrmtory, under the express com naud 
of his sovereign. He can show that the menace 
first caine frown her majesty’s government ; and that 
our proceedings bave been purely defensive. This 
bili costains uo provision which yoes further than 
adopting (he necessary means of sell-detence, in case 
a ioreign toe should tuvade our native land. [ft my 
nei sibor should be in the very act of attempting to 
deprive me of iny property oy force, and I should 
Staid Upon the defensive, he might, with the Saine 
Prop tety, turn about and accuse we of threatening 
hiin. 

W iilst Lam in favor of defending the just rights 
of Maine tu the last extremity, I am also disposed 
to inform ber distictly that i, im violation of the 
constiiniiva, which confers upon the executive of 
the usiva tue treaty making power, and in violation 
of tie clear subsisting understanding between the 
parties, sie will becoine the aggressor, and attempt 
permanently to occupy the disputed territory by 
lurce, We are Gnder uo coustitutioual obligation 10 
couse to her aid, however difficult it might be, even 
ju sucha case, to resist her appeal. In the lan- 
guacse of the ameudmeut wade to the fourth resolu- 
tion, it is her duty to leave the ultunate vindication 
ot her sights to Lae general government, to which it 
righitaily and coustitutionally belongs. 
frou Gis teititory on bot sides, whilst negoiations 
are peacing. During this period, the question be- 
loss exclusively to the general governinent. It 
Won d be jorever a source of regret, both to Maine 
hers li and to the whole country, if she should not 
Witidiraw ber forces from this territury, in case sir 
Jonu Harvey saould set his example, desisting irom 
alfewpilig iis miliary occupation. 


T deprecate war, but in a just cause I do not dread | 


it. 1. it siiould cone now, it will be inevitable, aud 
we may appeal lo the world for the justice of our 
cause. Our course has hitherto been correct in as- 
Seriing Our rights. IL trast and believe that Maine 
Wil Lot embarrass us in pursuing it to the end. 
That sie bas cause to complain L wil cheerfully ad 
mit, bul iet her coutinue to rely upon the yenerail 
goverwaent, and when the crisis shall arrive, Wf arrive 
IL iuast, sve wall find the coumry as ove toan rush 
Ing to ber rescue. On the contrary, should the pa- 
triode, but exXciied feeling which now seeins to per- 
Vade her ciliz. is, drive them into acts of aggression, 
and sivoiwe us in war, the best cause will be weak- 
ened by such conduct. and distraction and divis.on 
amvunug Ue Ccilizens of the other states way be the 
ecousegqichce. Let her be pradent as well as firm, 
This coutvoversy must soon be ended eitiuer by ne- 
youaton or by armas. Let her patieatly and patri- 
olically avait ihe result, unless the territory suould 
be actualiy invaded. 

‘Lhe question was here taken on Mr. Sonthard’s 
mouui to reler the bill to the cominiitee on foreign 
relations, aid iost without a division. 

Mr. Soultard chen addressed the senate in oppo- 
Sitiou to tie Dill, tecapiiulaling the arguineats used 
by lia When tivst up, 

Mr. Waleer said he did not rise at this late hour 
to make a speech in favor of this bill. but to appeal 
to the senaior trom New Jersey, (Mi. Soutuars,] 
aud Oeseeci lin by his love of country and regard 
for ifs bouor, aad its rights, not to vole against Us 
bili. It was not the bill that the senator supposed 
itwas. He evrtainly could not have had an oppor. 
tunity of understanding it truly. He appealed to 
the seuator uot to prevent a unanimous sole of this 
body in favor of a measure so essentially necessary 
for the houor and safety of the country. He fully 
believed that the senator regarded the rights and 
linerties of His country as much as any sar on that 
floor; and he had not a doubt but if tic understood 
this bili properly, he would give it bis support. 
Every vole given against this bul, said Mr. W. will 
be regarded by Great Britain as an invitation, on the 
part of the seaaior who gave it, to persist in her un- 
reasonable pretensions, and never to surrender her 
claims to this d.sputed territory. Noi to pass this 
b.li would be dishonorable, when we had deciared 
that Great Britain had not a shadow ol claim to this 


disputed territory, and that we would consider her 


taking possessiou of it as an invasion of the terri- 
tory of the United States, that would justify the 
president, nuder the constitution, 1 calling out the 
militia to repel it. When, in addition to this, we 
had pledged ourselves to the state of Maine to sus- 
tain ier, wouid it not be dishonorable to vote down 
the ouly measure that would enable the presiient 
to carry into eifect the recommendations of the 
senate? If we should send a minister to England 
after this bill had been negatived by the senate, the 
Britis) miuistry would laugh him to scorn. 

Aud under what circumstances, said Mr. W_ are 
we to refuse to pass this bill? Froin all the official 
information that is before us, we learn that the go- 


Hands off 


the love of country of the senator from New Jersey 








~ 





| Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss 





w Brooswick says that he ts positively, 
instructed by the British government to take pos 
session of this disputed territory, and that he j 
determined to do it with all the forces of the pre 
vineial governinent, both regulars and militia 
There is a threat, and not mer ly a threat, for it ha- 
been followed up by an actual call for militia, and 
by arined troops taarchings into the disputed terri 
tory. We shall disgrace ourselves, said Mr. W. by 
returning to our homes and leaving a sister state 
undefended, when she has been threatened with in- 
vasion. Uader these cirenmstances he appealed to 


—for he believed that patriotism beats in his bosom 
as strong as in that of any other senator—to let the 
vote on this bill be an unanimous one by adding 
his voice in its favor; so that when our minister 
went to England, he might go armed with the 
strongest powers of the conntry. He knew that 
there were those within the sound of his voiee who, 
armed with such a inoral power as this biil, passed 
by the nnanimous consent of both honses of con- 
gress, would give him, could not fail of bringing 
this controversy to a successful and happy terii 
nation. 

Mr. Niles said he rejoiced to see this bill so per- 
fectly acceptable to the members of this body, with 
but one solitary exception. We all agree, said he, 
in this matter, that we are for preserving the peace 
of the country if we can do su wi'hout sacrificing 
our honor. The only question, then, is, whether 
the assuming the attitude the bill proposes, by 
clothing the president with power to arm for de- 
fence only on the one hand, and proposing to open 
a new negotiation on the other, the latter purpose 
will be frustrated by the former, asthe senator fromm 
New Jersey apprehends. Now, he had no such ap- 
prehensions. All the senator’s objections were, in 
his view, founded in error. No volunteers could 
be organized until the president called for them by 
his proclamation, and when they were organized 
they would be in the service of the United States ;_ 
and no matter what the state of excitement on the 
Canada borders was, they could not march a foot 
Withoat orders. But he would pass over this ob- 
jection, as it could not be supported by any show | 
of reason, The only plausible obj-ction raised was, | 
whether Great Britain might not consider the autho. | 
rising this volunteer force as some sort of a menace 
—as coming to her with the olive branch in one. 
hand and the sword in the other. This was pos-. 
sible; but what would be the ultimate effect of as- | 
suming this attitude? Tt would produce this effect: | 
it woulc convince the British government that we 
are in earnest in this matter, and that though we | 
have a strong desire tor peace, yet we are not wil 
ling tu delay the settlement of these difficulties any 
longer, and that it inust be settled at once, or pro- 
duce a rupture between the two countries, The 
high attitude we assumed towards France, notwith- | 
standing her complaints of insult, settled the con- 
troversy with ber, that had lasted for a quarter of a | 
centnry. Pass this bill, andthe present contraversy 
will be settled in twelve months, Instead of its) 
being a war measnre, I, for one, said Mr. N. pro- | 
nonnce it to be a peace measure, It will preserve | 
peace between the two countries. If you do not; 
pass it. it will protract the negotiation, and perhaps | 
end in a war which will last for years. He stood | 
upon that noble maxiin of the late president of the 
United States, that we desired nothing from foreign 
nations but what was right, and would subinit to 
nothing that was wrong. 


Mr Southard here moved to strike out the pro- 
vision in the bill for raising filty thonsand volun- 
teers; which smotion was rejected—yea 1, nays | 
33, as follows: | 

Y EA—Mr. Southard. 

NA YS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Davis, Foster, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn. Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, P-erce, Prentiss. Preston, Roane, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier. Smi h, of Con- 
necticut. Smith, of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge. Walker, 
Wall. Webs‘er. White, Wiliams, of Maine, Williams, 
of Missi-sippi, Wright, and Young—33, 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to a third reading ; and it was carried by a unani- 
ineus vote— yeas 41, as follows; 

Y EAS—Messie. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan. 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Crittenden, Davis, Foster. 
Falton, Hubbard, Kine, Knight, Linn. Lyon, Merrick 





| 
| 
} 
' 
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Preston, Robins, Robinson, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier 
Smih, of Coanectient, Smith, of Indiana, Southard 
Swif, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Websier, White 
Williams, of Maine, Widiains, of Mississippi, Wright, 
and Young—4l. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passe 
unanimously. 

And the senate adjourned at 20 minutes past fou: 


to give them my opinion on public adatrs, 


'a suceessful experiment of forty years. 





o’clock, A. M. 
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MR. POPE’S SPEECH. 


la the house of representatives, on Friday the 15th of 
February, (839, in commutee of the whole ox tie 
bill making appropriations for the civil and dizio. 
matic expenses of government for the year 1339; 


Mr. Chairman, I hope, said Mr. Pope, that no 
apology is necessary on my part lor addressing the 
committee at this time at large on the several topicg 
of public policy and political principles, to which 
the attention ef the country bas been ealled in ou, 
debates here and elsewhere, and in the public Jour. 
nals. My cclieague, (Mr. Chambers,) the adie aud 
faithful chairman ot the committee of Clalins, Kuoys 
that [ have remained at my post late aud early, to 
aid him toobtain the action of the house in favor of 
the poor and humble and suiiering cilizens Who have 
lair demands on our justice; and the chairman of 
the comuiitee of Wayssand means, of which | aim a 
newb r, will have the candu: to adinii that | have 
not taken a course to impede his adulnistration 
measures, Whether L concurred with him or not. 
Mr. Pope said, he had been ever willing to afloud 
him a fair opportunity to present them, with his 
views, tothe consideration of the hou-e and na. 
tion. In order that the necessary public business 
might be done at this short ses=son, he had abstained 
from Wasting time in useless debate ow plain and 
unimportant subj cts, and would exhort gentlemen 
of the legal prolession who so olten Aammer us tor 
two or three hours like an ignorant jury, on trite 
questions, to believe that those of us who are not 
fond of speaking merely for the sake of speaking, 
have some sinall stock of sense and information as 
well as themselves. Mr. P. said he was inclined to 
present his views on the political state of the nation, 
and he principles aud measures involved in the ap. 
proaching contest, not only to this louse and tie 
public, but to his immediate constituents, to whioin 
he was directly responsible, and before whom he 
was to appear at the approaching election in Au- 
gust next. Et is my duty to treat them with tair- 
ness and candor, to explain my position here, and 
The 
crisis is deeply interesting to every American citi- 
zen, and requires every man to speak out with de- 
cision, calmuess, and truth. A man ot observation, 
who takes a suivey of the present state of things 
in this country, will be surprised to discover that 
questions of pubiic policy, eonstitutional law, and 
all subjects connected with the course of the sa- 
tional governine al, ave less settled and more atioat 
than forty or forty fise years ago, wh nh our present 


-coustitulion was first put inte practical operation. 


The power to protect our navigation, manulactures, 


and agricultural prodnetions, by duties on boreign 


articles, even mere discriminating duties, or boun- 
ties on fishing vess Is tn the noitheast, that great 
nursery of seainen to man our navy, the fight arm 
of our national defence, is denied. The power to 
establish a national bank, declared to be necessary 
by the wise, patriotic, and gudlike congress of 1730, 
that of 1791, of 1816. and 1332, approvea by Wash- 
ington, Hamilton, Gallatin, Dallas, Crawtoid, Ma- 
dison, and a host of others, the most enlightened 
statesmen of our countiy, is also denird, ard the in- 
stitution denounced as dangerous and wicked, aller 
Yes, sir, 
the political men of yestertay boldly denounce the 
great, wise, and good men who have gone belore 
us, the authors of our independence aud found: rs 
of our republic, as incompetent to construe the cen: 
stitution, the work of their own haids, or to judge 
of the utility of such an institution as a fiseal agent 
and a check on the excessive issues ol a paper cur 
rency. The scattering fires and randoin shots con 


stanly kept up by the different parties at each 


other, render it difficult for a stranger, or even for 
ourselves, to understand with definite clearness the 


questions in issue between them, or the leading 


principles involved in the mighty struggle now 
pending before the great jury of the Ainerican qeo 
ple. I awn constrained, Mr. Chairman, to express 
iny high approbation of the taanner in which «¥ 
colleague the other day made the best defence | 
have heard. of the course of the adininistration. It 
is just to say to him, if he has not couvineed me of 
the soundness of his views, and corréctness of the 
facts he has asserted, that his course in this de bate 
has been marked by that decorum and propriety 
which onght to characterize this representative 
body. He hag not applied to his adversaries oilen- 
‘ive epithets or unpopular names, or dealt in mere 
lenunciation of his political opponents; he has not 
-ubstituted the terms democrats, whigs, or federal- 
sts, for arguinent. He has considered the two 
rreat parties which now divide the country, as sUP- 
wrters and opponents of the administration. Those 
vho believe as he does, that the princijles and 
neacures of this administration are sound. and will 
conduce to the preservation of the public liberty 
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qui’ fy wdValice thie fr: Re 
suppor! ify aud i is ibe duly ol tbose wito «ule 
tain a Coulrary Opinion, to oppose it. A gentleu.ar 
by calilng himseli a democrat or Whig, does He 

‘ove the course of the adininistration right or 
wrong. The tendency of the princtpl-s aud mea- 
sures of the ad. winistration, is to be shown by rea- 
sou, argu vent, and tact, aud not by ere names and 
eeetiouesring Sang When hearinemb rs of this 
pouse talk of demovrats and democracy, to prove 
one party right and the other wrong, L aia remind- 
ed of a conversanoa [ hat with Mr. Gideon Gian 

er, acitizen ol Connecticut, thirty years ago, when 
watinaster general under Me, Jeiirrson. In one 
ol the newspapers, there was an account of a large 
meeting of the people at New Haven in that state, 
jndicatag an iateniton to resist the embargo law; 
but before they proceeded to business, so;ue of the 
reverend clergy were cailed on to say grace over 
them. I expressed my surprise to Mr. Granger, 
that the clergy should give open countenance to an 
insurrection against the laws. Friend Pope, auswer- 
ed he, you don’t Know us yankees ; whatever we 
do, whether we work for God of the devil, we do it all 
inthe nameol the Lord. And some gentlemen seein 
toimagine, that whether the adininistration works for 
the good of the people,or the ruin of the people, for 
Godor the devil, ali their doings can be sanctified in 
the name and by the high priest of democracy. A man 
in my own state, of some inieilizence, many yeais 
ayo, made a deep linpression on ine in reference to 
this subj ct. He told me that a son of his, a dis- 
tinguished citizen of Tennessee, fromm the cotm- 
meucement of his career in life, had determined to 
act uv the assumed ground that the people were to 
be fooled by sowie body, and that a inan was a fool 
who did not tool them for his own advantage. And 
not many years azo, [ addressed the people at what 
is called a candidate’s meeting, and expiained my 
views of a national bank, besides touching on other 
topics. In the evening, after the people had dis- 
persed, a warm personal friend of mine, of good 
talents, whom [ considered, as every body else did, 
anong the most thorough going democrats, rode 
with me a few miles, and in the course of our con- 
versation observed that the world supposed ime to 
have wich more sense than hiin; but, said he, they 
are mistaken, you have not half my sense. You 
talk about a national bank, vive darge national and 
extended views of the benefits and utility of such 
aninstitation ; bat very few of your hearers can ap- 
preciate the meriis of what you consider statesinan- 
like argument. Now, says he, | go for democracy, 
and soverniment,or treasury people’s bank. 1 have 
no faith, said he, in this democracy, but it is the 
road to success, 1 tell you I have no faith in it, 
bit I ain determined ta go for democracy, and no 
fellow siall eat democrat me. He assured me that 
he would snpport me when a candidate, whether I 
was rizghtor wrong, but he must condemn my opin- 
ions before the people; for I teil you, said he, that 
I don’t intend to be beaten at the game of demoe- 
racy. 

Mr. Chairman, continued Mr Pope, I have no 
particular objee:ion to the word democrat, whig, or 
federaii-t. Gentlemen are at Pberty to assume any 
name they please; bat TF protest against the use 
of any such epithets to prove a measure right or 
wrong He had been, and ever should be demo- 
cratic in his feelings and actions towards his fel- 
low men. ie had never oppressed the peor, or 
dealt hardly witl them; and in his publie course, 
beth in the Kentucky legislature and in congress, he 
hal been uniform in defending the four claims of the 
actual and bona fide settlers of our new lands. He 
was tn favor of a kind and liberal policy towards the 
poorer classes, who, nnabile to purchase lands at bigh 
prices in the old and rich states, had migrated to the 
Hew and unsettled regions of the west. Some of his 
pudlic acts may have been wrong, and some of his 


— 


— ’ 
etal 


Opinions, and especially about a national bank, were 


ealid by many, federal. He had formed bis opinion 
On that subject at an early period of his congres- 
sional career, after profound consideration, and an 
honest inqniry after truth. He had maintained that 
Cpiion through good and evil report, and had dis- 
Covered no good reason to change it. Whether his 
Opinion was called federal or democratic. was a mat- 
fer of indjterence to him, and he had little respect 


for a inan who was afraid to obey the conviction of 


his understanding lest he should be called federalist, 
Whiz, demoerat, or any thing else. Let every man 
¢ persuaded in his own min’ that he is right, and 
£0 ahead. Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. Pope, |] 
repeat that I ike the course of my coll-ague in re- 
Cogniziug but two parties, the party for the adiminis- 
tration and the party against it. Those who disap- 
hoe of the principles and measures of the admin- 
stration, owe it to themselves, their. country, and 
linmediate constituents, to put in good and substan- 
tial pieas ia bar to their continuance in power with 


posperity, ought loja ver fication, and to sustain theiv pleas by prooi and 


iday to this. 


aigumient at the bar ot the nation. ‘Liere ae, 
vowever, Some Other pailies or squads of parties that 
merit a passing noice. I hear of a statics right 
party, Whose creed IT weouid be as much at a loss to 
iefine as that of ihe Morten party of the far west. 
{deo net Know, said Mr. P, any anti-states right 
wen any where. It there are such, I know them 
wot. Lhave heard oj an auti-masence party; and we 


union, disturb our domestic tranquillity, and shake 
the foundation of private property. Uta ately, 
[ had been disposed to receive their petitions wih- 
ont aliaching much importance to them; but I 
am now satisfied that no such petitions, tending 
o engender discerd bere, aad visturb the pene- 
ral tranquility, ought to be received. I had not 
before this felt any serious concern about tLis mat- 
ter, for Lbave never known a yaukee emigrant to 
the south or southwest io seta slave fiee. Ave y 
cultivated and intelligent gentleman trom New 
Hompshire settled in my neighborhood about twelve 
or fourteen years ago, and was at first clamorous and 
rude in tis remarks about slaves and slaveloiders. 
Aiter he had been with us twoor three years, he 
took a fancy toa fine widow, a filend of mine, who 
jhad some very vaiuable slaves. Some of her coun- 
seliors were opposed to the mateh, and she knowing 
that lL was very much disposed to encourage matri 
mony, and that I would advise her to do precisely 
wWial she wanted to do, conversed with ime upon the 
subject. Having never indulged or exci ed preju- 
dices against yankees, I told her that the first article 
in their creed was to provide well for their own 
householi—that he would inake a good husband, and 
urged her to marry him; whieh she did, and their 
inion has been fortunate and happy. and he has never, 


better master than most of us; 
inuch labor out of his slaves as L ever could. 





N w Osteans amilliary chielian who, by his bravery 


carmy that ever crossed the Adlantic, and shed a lus- 
‘tre on our national character. About the same time 
lL was gratified to learn that we bad an enlightened 
statesinan, an intellectual El-reules, at the head of the 
America: mission at Ghent, sent to negotiate a ireaty 


of reason and argument, vanquished the first states- 
meno of the British empire on the contested question 
about the fishing rights and privileges of the Ameri- 
cans on our iortheastern coasts and seas. Te Bri- 
itish commissioners contended that, according to the 
law of nations, the treaty of 1783, by which our fish- 
ling rights andl privileges were acknowledged aud 
secured, was abrogated by the war of lel2. My 
friend from Massactiusetts, (Mr. Adams,) admitted 
ithe general rule settled by the law of nations tu re 
gard to orainary treaties, but insisted that as these 
fishing rights and privileges existed, and were en- 
joyed belore the peace of 1783, they were not abro- 
gated by the war; that it was not a debatable ques- 
ition; and he ultimately silenced the British preten. 
| sions in relation to the fisheries. 





| Ten years ago. said Mr Pope, I read a letter of | 


that gentleman (Mr. Adains) on this question, and 
have reviewed itasecond time during the present! ses- 
sion, arnong the most able and eloquent productions 
of his or any other pen. Mr. Chairman, continued 
Mr. Pope, betore that gentleman presents any more 
petitions for the abolition of slavery, I beseech hii 
to review that letter, and see if his argument will 
not bear with great force on the slavery question, be- 
cause slavery existed not only before our cons ution 
was formed, but before the peace of 1783, or the 
articles of confederation. If our fishing rights and 
privileges were not abrogated by war, and were not 
debateable, because they existed and were enjoyed 
before the revolution, upon what ground can our 
nortuern brethren claim the right to petition or in 
any way disturb the institution of slavery. Sir, 
[ must deny that slavery is a grievance of which 
the people of the free states have any right to 
complain by petition, or to ask the interierence of 
congress. The president has called on us tor severe 
laws and a million of dollars to prevent our people 
irom interfering in the ailaivs of Canada, when it is 
known that Upper Canada is a place of refuge for 
our fugitive slaves, and when they get thee neither 
the people northe Beitish authorities will have them 
surrendered to theirowners. Mr. Pope said that he 
did not think the British gvovernment, in relation to 
Upper Canada, had much claim onus touse extraordi- 

ary ineans to protect it from the interference of our 
citizens. He was willing to do what our characters 














a2 Ado ane Ou; cable relations with tha! power 


Qeilidiitied, lo ihalhiain Heiiiabily 4 bit ji sveimed to 


lite that the slave states of this unioa had as high 
Clans to the protecting authority of the president 


aad congress against the abolition schemes of the 
north. Ilr the slave aiul tree states were separate 
communities. combinations, if permitted in the free 
states, to disturb tue slave lastitulious of the south, 
would be deemed just cause of Wars and now that 


bave at. aboliuion paity, more dangerous tu tis char- | they are united by political compart, one leading 
acler, tendeney, and objects, than any which has object of which was to preserve our Internal peace 
arisen since the foundation of this goveinment—a | and tranquillity, ougat not the president in his mes- 
party which threatens lo weak n, if not desiroy, eur | sage, wiiell expressed sv much solicitnude about 


Canada, to have called on congress, it not the tree 
states, to exert their whole constitation..l power to 
suppress all coinhinations agatust our interual peace, 
and, if necessary, to have placed a iorce on Mason 
aud Dixon’s line, to enforce neutrality in reiation to 
our slave property? 

Mr. Pope, with some pleasantry, remarked that if 
he could be assured that he would be re-elected next 
August to this house without opposition, he believed 
be would make a tour through the north and eastern 
states, and deliver lectures to them om this very in- 





'question of abolition, and 
| seent fot. 
I believe, said one word about abolition froin that | 
He is a good husband, and a much | 
£ ’ | 

or he gets ie . baits eg 
| xets twice as | admit. d to be within the scope ol this debate.* 
Mr. Cisairman, said Mr. Pope, about the close of | 
ithe last war I felt proud that we had at the city of ; 
, ; 5 lexient contended tor, Mr. Pope would have insisied on 

and military skili, defended our soil against the finest | 


‘of peace with Great Britain, who, with the weapons jrigh!, or intent of petition ip iis broadest sense. ‘The 


teresting subject, and exhort them to pause belore 
they cut in sunder the tes of interest, amity, and 
blood. by which this great and rising nation were 
united, and he woula more especially appeal to the 
ladics, who, by arthul addresses to their finer teel- 
ings and sympathies, had been induced to take a 
warm and eective part in behalf of the slaves oi the 
south. [At this moment Mr. Pop was arrested in his 
remarks in relation to abolition, as he had been ence 
before, by a call to order, on the ground that he was 
departing trom the matter under debate, aud that the 
question of abolition was not a debateable subject.] 
Mr. Pope disavowed any intention to disevss the 
had only desipned to pre- 
e Commiltee, ita concise iapner, bis view 
of this right of petition. He, however, acquiesced 
in the decision of the chair, and, with leave of the 
committee, proceeded in the discussion of topics 








*]f permitted to examine the right of petition tu the 


the impreguabie ground assumed by Mr. Adams in 
irelatton to the fisheries, and ulumately asseuied to by 
Great Dritain, that the rights and privileges which ex- 
fisted aud were enjoyed before the foundation of uns 
|vonteceracy, and recoguized by the ariicles or com- 
pacis of umn, cid sot admit of debate or cuntroversy, 
und were not grievances coming within the geop:, 





nht of petiion fur redress of urevances, implies ihe 
exisience of a grievance of which the petitioners have 


lright to coniplain, and a power in the bedy to which it 


is addressed to afford the relief called for; and 1 mucht, 
sald Mr. Pope, contend with force and plausibiiiy that 
the suiject aud object of the petition cught to be con- 
sistent wiih the peace and saieiy of the nation. Mr. 
Pope could never adiit that any set of wen had ihe 
uLeondiuoual, wu. restriced right, under co'or of the mght 
of petition, to cast firebrands into ths hail tending to 


i 


sup the foundation of our social harmeuy and puiitical 





union. [tis monstrous to coneid that the tine of this 


| houre mus! be wasied, and our deliberations di-turbed, 
} 


by such vain if not wicked efforts. ‘The representa. 
tives ct the people must on this, as on all other subjects 
uf peiition, exercise their sound discretion uncer the 
high respo..sibility which they owe to their counuy and 
'cous itueuts. If the free and slave stutes were :epas 
raie communities, could the free states, consis:ent wuh 
ibe principles of international law, permit societves and 
combinailous to be organized withia teeir Limits to in- 
terrnpt the peace and property of their neighbours? 
Would it not be cause of war?) Mr Pope weuld, it he 
could address ihe single ladies of New England, endea- 
vor to give their finer feelings and sympathies another 
direction. He would hold a very different language to 
thein from that which they so offen hear from puriiani- 
cal lecturers, who appeal to their synipathies and theu 
pockeis in behalf of the imaginary sufferings f the 
southern slaves. Mr, Pope would tell them that he 





iiind lived ia the far west; that those ferule regions 


wbounded with active, enterprising, and promising 
'young men; that young ladies were rather searce, und 
ie would with sincerity and zeal exhort the ladies o1 
the east to turn a deaf ear to the idie tales and appeals 
of the artful agents of the abolitionists, aud tm up 
their inareh to the west. They would sevon, no doubt, 
get good husbands in thore new regions, and will ien- 
der more essential service to this great and msing re- 
public in raising up good democrats to fight the future 
batdes for liberty and their country, than in sending 
petitions here to weund the feelings of their southern 
iriends and brethren. Mr. Pope regreted that the 
rules established at the present se-sion precluded him 
from presen ing his views more in extenso on this sub- 
ject of aboliuon. Negro slavery, whether right or 
wrong, whether for good or for evil, had been so long 
1; corporated into our system, that it musi be left to the 
operation of causes hidden from human ken, and to the 
mysterious plans of aewise Providence—not to be seen 
even through a glass darkly. Let every citizen of this 





vepublic remember, with deep concein, that this is a 
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Mr. Pope assured the conuiltee that nothing bat) to that republican spiritcand feeling which ani-; the origin of this federal government. The aliet ana 
,s8ipons solicr ibis (0 presenl ihis rival Of petition | mated We! me Ch ahi 


Mi iis true aspect, could Nave prowupied hia to tits | 


departure trou the ustial course of debate. tle 
would wow call the atiention of the couiniitee to 
those principles and measures of this adintotstration 
in issue between the two contending puties, here 
and in the nation. My colleague, and other friends 
of the ad.ninistration, not content with defeating 
theic measures and principles, have, to make out 
their cise, gone back for years fo assail the meusures 
and opinious of other nen, and especiaily tuose sup- 
posed to be eandiiates for the next presidency, Ad 
this s-e.ns to ine to be irrelevant. We are not here, 
or ongat not to be, engaged in making or unumaking 
presidents. We are vere diveussing the piiuciples 
ant measures of public coneern. Tae conduet of 
the ad.ninistra'ion, aud their principles, are arraign- 
ed at the bar ol the public. [s ita fair or l-gitinate 
defeace to say that other men have done wrong, aid 
been in favor of bad measures? Could a judge, im- 
peac ved at the bar of this house, screen himself by 
teliiag us that other men had done wrong, and that 
if fie was re noved another as bad would be appoint- 
ed in is place? Wouid it do for a representative 
on this floor, waeu censured by his constituents, to 
teil then thit they must select him, because, al- 
thowsa be had agted badly, and had abused the trust 
repose lin him, another would do as bad or worse ? 
that those who were oppoved to him, and found fault 
with his contuct, were not democrats, but ragbarons, 
arisiocras, &c.2 Would this be a fair and bouorabl- 
defence? Would a people of commoa sense, with 
ordiniry Coucera avout the adsnimestration of their 
public aduirs, listen to a defence of this sort? Cer- 
tainly not. Lie course of argument pursued by 
these gentlemen, would prove too winuch; it wouid 
prove that this adininistration, ana thewselves, ought 
to be perpetuated in power, whether they did right 
or wrong. 

Now, continued Mr. Pope, the true question is. 
are the principles and ineasures of this adininistra- 
tion right?) have the public adairs been fairly and 
hovestiy adiatmistered? and is it not necessary that 
be adiuinistration should be changed, to correct and 
reforia those abuses, biunders, and the derangement 
of our currency and other branehes of the public 
services, which have occurred under this adintnis 
tration ? Wien gentlemen talk of aristocrats, 
bankites, &c., I really don’t understand thei in 
reference to the peopl» of the district [I represent. 
In tne five counties comprising that district, there 
is no bank, or branch of any bank; nor do I 
kuow that there is 10,000 dollars of bank stock 
held in the district J] do not own a single share 
in auy baak. There are n> very wealthy men 
there, ant bat few so poor as not to have the reason- 
able couforts of life. They are farmers. generally, 
with a portron engaged in other pursuits, They 
constitute the industrious middle class of society, 
Which ia ail countries is the most virtuous, lappy 
and iadepeudeat class—the salt of the earth. We 
have no public officers among us, except postinas- 
ters with sinall income. No public money is ex- 
pended there. We pay our full proportion of the 
revenue; more tnan South Carolina; and more in 
proportion to our population than any of the south- 
ern states east of the Alleghany. he people do 
not coipla nu of all this, if no more is drawn from 
them than is necessary, and fairlyexpended. They 
ask nothing from this government but good laws, 
good inoney, and that their money may not be sto- 
len or plundered by uofit and unfaithful officers and 
agents. 

Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. Pope, Tam not a 
mere partizan here, nor do T indulge any unkind 
feelinzs toward the president, or those in power, 
or those who support the administration, 1 do not 
predicate ny course here on the ground that gen- 
tlemmen of either party are enemies to our republi- 
can institutions, or their country. [ should be very 
unwilling to i.dulge any such uacharitable opinion 
of those who may happen to dider from tae in my 
political views. We know that the best republi 
can becomes spoiled and corrupted by too long en 
joywent of power. They too often feel power and 
forzet right, and become aliens in some degree 














mest delicate and dangerous topic, and cannot he 
touched without hazard to our peace and union, pros- 
verity and happiness. Mr. Pope would have declared 
lis disapprobation of the last resolution of the gentle- 
mon tron New Hampshire, (Mr. Atherton,) because 
by implication it seemed to concede the right to present 
abolition petitions. instead of refusing to receive them. 
It is the daty of this house, Mr. Pope would have in- 
sisted, 'o tell the abolitionists 1n a decided tone tha' 
their petitions would not and could not he received, 
becau-e they asked an interference of this government 
for purposes an‘ objects incompatible with our peace 
and caloty, uud the legitimate objects of the coustitu- 


uon. 


thei bDelore they caine into pow er. 
Know tov, Urat adversity #2 both private and pub- 
fic lile, I+ the school of virtue, wid tends to pile 
rily these who have been too much exalted by 
prosperity or long coutinuance in authority. Jt1s 
well kno vn that in England, the whigs, aiter long 
contending wits zeal and sincere patriotisin for the 
power and privil-ges of parliament and the people, 
agaist the presogatives and usurpations of the 
crown, have otien, aiter ousting atory ministry, and 
getting lato power, turned tories in principle and 
pract ce; and the tories stript of power and Kien i 

fied with the popular party, have in time in their 
turn become whigs. Such is buman nature, and 
such the course of human affairs; and oceasion. 
al changes of the high executive officers of the 
yovermment imay be justly deemed the great con- 
servative principle oi freedom. I believe, con- 
tinned Mr. Pope, that a change of this adininis- 
tration is e-sential to the healthy action of the body 
politic, and necessary to restore the constitutional 
balance of the governi.ent. [ain willing, said he, 
to see the Whigs come into power; alter being so 
longout, they wilt, probably, administer the govern- 
inent well for a while. I have no confieenee in 
their extraordinary purity or infallibility, nor do | 
Know that | shalt be one of their party if they get 
lu. IT shall give no pledges To me. itis mat 

ter of no individual eoncern whois inor out. | 
act, and shail e€ontinne to act, under the infln- 
ence of public considerations and publie duty. 
So:ne material errora will, | expect, be correet 

ed, and abuses reforined. Mr. Chairman, con 
linned Mr. Pope, F cannot approve the principles 
aid measnres of this adininistration, so far as they 
have been developed, since I took my seat in the 
piesent congress. Perit me, sir, to say to gentle 

inen of the whig party, that they will confuse the 
public mind by making too many points in their 
cause, sone Of them irrelevant and untenable, and 
others of a doubtful character, and not to be de- 
pended on in a great contest of principle. When I 
first came to the bar, I was in the habit of urging 
to the jury iaany points, when two or three would 
have been sufficient. } ever found that course un- 





fortunate; iny adversary met and defeated me on 
ny weakest ground, and the attention of the jury 
was tov offen diverted from the true question at 
issue Exp-rience soon demonstrated to me that, il 
iny canse was good, the honest and best policy was 
|to selvet iny strong points, and press thein, unob 
secured by imoinaterial matters, on the attention ot 
the jury. I must be permitted, said Mr. Pope, to 
sav !o ventleinen of the opposition, if their cause is 
xood. honesty and fairness 1s the best policy. I 
would advise that good and substantial pleas in bar 
fo the continnance of the present men in power, 
should be put in and verified by proof and argu 
ment. 

I will now endeavor to place before this house 
and the people, the principles contended for by the 
president ane bis friends. By the 3d section of the 
2d article of the constitution, it is provided that the 
president shall, from time to time, give to the con- 
eress information of the state of the union, and re | 
eommend to their consideration such measures as 
he shall judge necessary and expedient. This is 
the only grant of power to the president, to influ- 
ence, direct, or contrul the legislative action of con 
gress in advance, Alter congress has acted and 
preseated a bill to the president for his approval. 





sedition laws 


to arraign their pnrity and iitall bility ? 


vere Uifles compared with this t,o 


yA? 


extravagant pretension. Wiaether barks de:j,. 
lng their chariers fiom state authority, have abuseg 
or lortetted their charters, are quesifons ol state 
cognizance exclusively, and beyond the pale of 
leeleral authority. “Fhe proposition advaneed pb 

the president is so obviously and palpably monstrous 
that ne arguinent ean be ne cessury lo expose its lal. 
lacy ; no reasoning has ever been advanced in either 
house to sustain it. If the state rights gentlemen 
can countenance for a motent this assault upon 
the sovereignty of the states, they will excuse i.e 
for declining to be of their party = Imthe second 
message of the president to this congress, in De. 
cember, 1837, he imputes. the result of the elections 
in New York to bank influenee, and at least indi. 
rectly impeaches the motives of the people, when 
acting in their highest sovereign capacity. Are the 
inotives and conduct of the people, in the exercise 
of the right of self-povernment, to’ be questicne: 
before any human tribunal? [1 the people are no: 
sovereign in the selection ef agents to manage their 
aifairs, Low, or where, or when, is the principle of 
self-government seen, felt, or understood; and 
where, uuless at the polls, is the sovereignty of the 
people displayed?) If they are sovereign, who dare 
‘lhe sove. 
reizn is ever to be presumed right, just, and wise; 
and il wrong, that sovereign alone must correct its 
ower errors. Froin what part of the coustitution 
does the president deduce the high prerogative of 
instituting an inquisifion into the motives and con. 
duct of the peopl-—the common sovereign over all 
public agents and functionaries known to this go- 
vernment?) ‘The pots, the bal.ot boxes, are the 
channels through which the publie will is most 
clearly and constitutionally expressed. and the in- 
quiry can never be made, what influenced the 
voters, but can only go tu the fact, has the popular 
will been expressed, and how has the sovereign 
spoken? 

The president in his last message to congress, 
has travelled out of the sphere of executive action, 
and assailed the decision of the inferior court and 
supreme court of the United States, in the manda- 
inus case, against the postmaster general. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, where does the president deduce 
the constitutional authority to atraign the deci- 
sions of the judiciml.tribunals at the bar of this 
house? The executive, judicial and legislative 
departments are declared to be separate and dis- 
linet, and their respective powers are defined by 
the constitution. It certainly does not belong to 
the executive to revise and condemn the decisions 
of the judiciary; but to congress, anid more to this 
house, has the constitution assigned the power to 
enquire into the conduct of the judges, and to im. 
peach them, if necessary and proper to de so. If 
the president had suggested the propriety of repeal- 
ing the power tu issue the writ of mandamus in the 
cases referred to, 1 certainly shoukd not find fault 
with him; beeause, Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. 
Pope, E solemnly protest against the power of the 
judiciary, or the executive, to order mo:.ey out of 
the treasur; of the people, without the antbority of 
the representatives of the people. Congress, and 
more especially this honse, bas by the constitution, 
control of the public purse. Mr. P. said he had 
not read or co: sidered the opinion of the court in 
the mandamus case, nor was he prepared to pro- 
nounee it right or wiong. but he was inclined to con- 





he is anthorized to consider it, and may return it 
with his objections. which can only be overruled by 
a majority of two-thirds. With regard to ineasures , 
whieh congress may judge necessary and expedient 
for the good of the people, the president is not au- 
thorized to prejudyze or veto in advanee, and has no: 
authority to interfere until congress shall have 
acted. To denounce a measure beforehand, te pre- 
vent the action of congress, is either an assumption 
of authority or an exercise of influence incompati- 
ble with the spirit of this free system of govern- 
ment. The president. in his first message to this 
congress, not content with discharging the duty im- 
pose.) on him by the constitution, in recommend 

ing measures for the consideration of congress, in- 
timates an uncompromising hostility to a nationat 








the advocates of a strict construction of the consti- 
| tution, who protest against implied and constructive 


bank, and indirectly menaces us witha veto. If 


powers, can endorse this unauthorized assumption 
of the exeentive. I must declare my dissent froin it. 

The president next calls on congress for a bank- 
rupt law, to annul the state banks which had 
abused their powers; banks owing their creation to 
state power, and responsible only to the states. 
This appears to me the highest prerogative ever 
claimed for this government over the sovereignty 
of the states. and aims a more fatal stab at their au- 








thority and independence, than ever suggested since | 


eur with the president, that the power, if it existed, 


| to order money out of the treasury, by mandamus, 


ought to be repealed. The first and vital princi; le 
of free government, held by enlightened whigs in 


; England and America, and for which so much blood 


has been shed by our ancestors, consists in preserv- 
ing to the representative body the exclusive guar- 
dianship and eontrol of the public purse. 

This is the cardinal point involved in the mighty 
political struggle now pending before the rution. 
Shall the treasury of the people be divorced from 
the control of the president, and restored to the care 
of their immediate representatives, is the great ques- 
tion to be decided in the present political contest. 
This isthe great conservative principle which has 
been maintained for ages by the enlightened friends 
of freedom in England and this country, as the best 
and only effectual security to the liberties of the peo- 
ple against tyranny and oppression, It is the old 
question between the friends of liberty and the power 
and privileges of parliament, and the supporters uf 
the power and prerogatives of the crown. In that 
contest, after a long and bloody struggte, the whigs 
of England triumphed over the advoeates of exect- 
tive power, as they will here, if they will only make 
this the prominent plea in bar to the continuance © 
this administration. I beseech gentlemen not f0 
obscure this ieading point by vague and indefinite 
talks about large expenditures, for which a larg? 
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portion of the Opposition voted, or execulive pa‘ron- 
re, winch they have aided to increase. Mr. Pope 
said that by tue removal of the deposites from the 
care of those 10 whoin il had been confided by con 
ress, te custoty and control of the public funds 
had been wrested fro: the representative body ; and 
this sud-treasury scheine, urged Upon congress anid 
the nation by the president and his friends, was in- 
tended to constinimate the usurpations of his tllus 
trous predecessor. The president and his support- 
ers contend that the key oi the strong box should 
be placed in the hands of the president, and those 
under dis damediate direction, while his opponeuts 
jusist that the public moaey should be confided to 
agents under tite coatrol aud directly responsible to 
congress. Itis, I repeat, said Mr. P., in essence 
the old question between the power of parliament 
aid royal prerogative, And [ would exhort the op- 
position to let nothing divert the pubiie attention 
froin this leading and great question. I shail be one 
of the last, said Mr. P., to speak in terms of dis- 
respect or repro icti of general Jackson, a brave man 
and a pa'rio’, who so ofien staked up his lite for bis 
country, aud shed lustre on our national character. 
Few wen have felt more grateful than myself for 
his public services, or more adiniration for his brid. 
liant achievements. 
iny elforts to bestow on him ithe highest honor in 
the gift of his country. Whiie [ respect this illus- 


trios individual, and am ready to honor him for his] 


deeds vi valor, continued Mr. Pope, I can never en- 
dorse his assaults on the fundamenta’ principles o: 
the con-titation, and tis disregard of the powers 
will, and action of the legislative body. With his 
motives I have no concern, nor do I intend to ques- 
tion their purity ; but I owe it to myself, my country, 
and my tn neditte Coustituents, to raise my voice, 
0: all proper occasions, against that arbitrary, ruin- 
0U3 measure, tue re-noval of the deposites. By that 
act, the wall of partition placed by the constitution 
b-tween the L-gislative and execuiive d-partments, 
was broken down, and tiie equilibriusm of power es- 
tablished by that instrument overthrown, It was 
doue in dettance of tie expressed will of the legisla- 
live body ; and it was an unauthorized interference 
with the official powers and duties of. the secretary 
of the treasary, for whieh I conld never find any jus- 
tification or apology. Tie public money was placed 
in the United States bank by the legislature, never 
to b: removed by the seeretary without reasons, and 
those reasons to be assigned to congress instead of 
the president. L insist that the officer at the head 
of the treasury, according to ihe true intent and spirit 
of the constitution and laws, is the officer of congress 
qioad the custody aid management of the public 
money ; and that the president could not rightfully 
direct or coutrol the action of that department, 
power of removal for gross misconduct, does not 
cary with itthe right to direct the fiscal operations 
of the treasury department. No president had ever 
assumed such direction or control, not even Wash- 
inglon or J-tf rson, whos? popularity enabled thein 
to enlarge executive power and influence, more than 
any presidents, until the reign of general Jackson. 


By a reference to the first laws creating the several | 
departments of this government, a marked difference | 


wil be noticed b-tween the department of state, of 
war, and the navy, and the law creating the treasury 
department; that of state, war and navy, are called 
ex~cutive departments, and 4 laced under the control 
and direction of the president ; whereas the treasury 
department is not called an executive department, 
and the head of the treasury is to perform such du- 
ties as shall be directed by law. This distinction 
runs through most of the state constitutions, and the 
iInoney departinent is considered every where di- 
recily under the control and direction of the le- 
Rislative bedy. The submission of this people and 
their representatives to this lawless jnterference 
of the executive with the public money, in defiance 
of legislative will, has surprised and mortific 1 me 
More than any thing which lias occurred in our politi- 
cal history, The reign of general Jackson in many 
of its features may be well ca:npared, continued Mr. 
Pipe, with that of queen Elizabeth, called by the 

iglsh commentators the greatest of English mon- 
archs, Ste maintained the most absolute authority 
Without lusinz the aileetions of the people. By her 
energy anil skill, she def-ated the most formidabie 
fl-et that had ever sailed on the ocean, Called the 


panish Armada, and laid the foundation of the naval | 


Power of England, and gave to England a rank in 
the scale of nations unknown before. Her course 
Was Wi inany re-pecls tyrannical, but herdeportment 
Was popular, She professed love for her people. 
and acknowledged their liberties, but took care to 
se her own dictionary to define the teri liberty. 

*r will was in a great degree the law of the realin 
Tae friends of the f ee pr ue ples of the English con- 
Stitulion, were uuable fo make a stand against ber 
Power and overwhelming influence. It has been 


l was zealous and siicere in! 


The! 


well remarked by the historian, that.she obtained a 
lease icr life of arbitrary power, and thatif the foree 
of. free principles and free imstitutous were not de- 
stroyed, they were suspended durimg her reign. Het 
aucce:sois altempted to tread in the leo steps of thet 
ilustsiovs predecessor, without the ability, eneigy, 
or popularity, to sustain the high ground of royal pre- 
rogative occupied by queen E.izabeth 3 and aller her 
death, the triends of Jreedom rose in ail their stwength, 
resisted the arrogant and tyrannical pretensions oi 
succeeding monarciis, and. alter a leng and bloody 
struggle, settled the principles of Euglish liberty by 
the revolution ot 1643. 

Gen. Jackson was elevated to the presidential 
chair, by the yrati.ude and alieciions of the Ameri 
can people, for his heroic achievements. His mili- 
tary career, his energy and decision of character, 
his adtmitted patriotism, his popular de portue nt, bis 
professed devotions to the principles of the consti- 
tation and the liberties of the people, as he took the 
liberty to understand them, gave bir an ascen, 
dancy over the public mind, which render d re- 
sistanve to his administration vain and fruith ss. 
rhe atlections and admiration of the American peo, 
ple, grauted him a lease for his term of service, to 
act in a great degree according to his own will. 
Besides reinoving the deposites, he exercised the 
veto power in a manner, and to an extent, unexam- 
pled in our government, and beyond any thing 
known in the history of Great Britain, in modern 
times. Indeed, it can hardly be presumed, that 
such an exertion of the veto power, by a British 
king, would be tolerated or subinitted to, and the 
probable result would be rebellion and civil war. 
He ordered the pubiic money to be removed froin the 
place assigned by law, without the consent of con 
vress, and deposited it in the hands of bank agents 
created by state authority, and in no manner re. 
eponsible to this government. Mr. Pope would 
not advert to other matters often presented to the 
consideration of the people. The present adwminis- 
tration is pledged to maintain the principles and 
and measures of the last, and it is for the good sense 
of the community to decide whether they will ad- 
here to the successor of genera! Jackson, in sup- 
port of the measures and principles to which T have 
adverted. I was born in the Old Dominion, and 
have ever been proud to claim it the loud of my 
birth, until that state bowed in subinission to these 
usurpations of the federal executive. But I was 
still more mortified to hear that this great common 
wealth had required the senate of the nation, coin- 
posed of the representatives of the states, to be de- 
graded and humbled in dust and ashes at the feet 
of the American tnonarch, because they had dared 
to disapprove his usurpations. The enlightened 
friends of liberty throughout the world. must be a 
tounded at the fact. that the people of Virginia, the 
birth place of Washington, Henry, Jefferson, Ma 
son, Madison, and a host of others of republican 
stamp, could lonk on with coinposure at these out- 








rages on the principles of our free system, ana in 
derogation of powers and privileges confided to the 
legislative body. I will not Mr. Chairman, despair 
‘of the republic, but indulge a hope that there must 
be a political regeneration in the Old Dominion, 
and that we shall soon see on this floor her 
sons animated with the spirit of Washington, Hen. 
ry, and other friends to constitutional liberty, ready 
tu restore to congress, and especially to this body, 
their control over the public purse, and to rebuild 
the partition wall reared by the founders of our 
system, between executive and legislative power. 
[I trust we shall soon have a majority here, who 


the deposites to be brought to this house, and 
marked and branded with public condemnation. or 
burnt like the Yazoo act of Georgia, by fire from 
heaven. When this solemn duty shall be perform- 
ed. I will then believe this republic still lives in 
substance, as it came froin the hands of our fore- 
fathers. 

Mr. Chairman, the president denounces corpora- 
tions and associated wealth. Such slang might be 
tolerated at cross-roads, or grocery taverns; but | 
feel surprised and mortified to find such in a state pa- 
per emanating from the chief magistrate of a great 
nation. IJtis not the language of a dignified states- 
man, but the slang of an electioneering dema- 
rozne, 


| my government, if his course is marked by digni 
ty and propriety. In this war on ecrporations and 
associated wealth, he only imitates a British tyrant, 
James the First, or one of the Charles’, who, in the 
plentitude of his royal prerogative, asserted the 
right to annul the charters of incorporation in Eng- 
land. 
London, and alarined others into a surrender of their 
charters, and they obtained new charters fron his 
majesty upon the payment of a bonus. He did not 





wake war on corporations to sectie tbe ibeities 
or good ot the people. but to increase the power 
and patronage of the crown, and to fill the coffers 
o the king. Whetherany higher motives influenee 
those who derounce corporations here, L leave to 
others to determine. What is meant by associated 
weaith to create prejudice er cdium. | donot urder- 
stand. This slang either has no d: finite meaning, 
or is the lowest sort of loco-focoisim—iniended as I 
imagine, to array the poor against the rich. A 
state, every political association, or body yolitie, is 
a corporation; it is associated wealil.; ten unite 
aud furm a state or body politic, to scenre property, 
as well as life and liberty, and for the general bap- 
piness and prosperity. An incorporated city or 
town. is a body politic; an association of wealth 
or property, for the better security of property, as 
well as lite and liberty, and every other blessing in- 
cident tu the social state. Many corporations 
are composed of individuals with small funds, 
who put small sums together to accou.plish some 
useful object, to whicn the surplus capital of no one 
individualis competent. Bridges, roads, insurance 
companies of every kind, are formed in this way. 





But | will not detain the committee by details on 
this subject. These corporations, forusved by many 
individuals, create a common interest, and are so 
many fixtures in the state, giving strength and sta- 
bility to the whole frame of huinan society. 

Froin the report of the comunttee of ways and 
Fmeans, drawn ant presented by the chairman, the 
organ to this house of the executive aduinistration, 
we must infer that the executive is against a tariff 
to protect American industry ; against iefoimal im- 
provements of any kind, national or local, including 
harbors. He is against the distribution of the pub- 
lic land, or its proceeds ainong the states; he is for 
ho'ding the proceeds as a part of the permanent an- 
uual revenne, With regard to a protective tari, 
nothing need nov be said, because that subject has 
been compromised and settled, until the veer 1842. 
[don’t understand that any man, of any party, is for 
disturbing the question before thet time. With re- 





will order the original mandate for the removal of 


Whether I agree with a president or not, 
in his views, I can respect hii as the first officer of 


I think he annulled one, that of the city of 


gard to internal improvements, no disenssion is ne- 
cessary, because with the exception of two or ti ree 
roads of a national character and of great necessity 
land utility, which this government has commenced 
-and seeins to be bound in good faith ‘o complete, I 
am not aware that any public man is niging on con- 
gress or the nation the policy of engaging in a sys- 
item of internal improvements. General Jackson 
conceded the power to make improvements of a na- 
tional character; and, I believe, no person contends 
‘fur more. and but few for that much. It may be ne- 
| cessary to inake a few roads with reference to mili- 
tary operations, or carrying the mail. T consier, con- 
tinned Mr. Pope, these questions of tarifi ard internal 
improvements, disposed of for the present. If my 
friend from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson,) will reada 
part of my speech onthe bank qnestion in 1811, he 
will find that although we may not agree a’ outa na- 
tional bank, we are nearer together about the line of 
deinarkation between federal and state powers, than 
he supposes. I there contend that this government 
‘ought to avoid as far as possibe any ageney in 
the interior of the states, and leave to thein all mat- 
ters of local concern, confini:g this governinent to 
matters strictly national. The president, as I have 
b+tove stated, contends for a sub treasury to place 
the pnblic money under the controland in the keep- 
ing of the executive and officers holding at his plea- 
sure, and is opposed to a national bank to be made 
our fiscal agent, and directly responsibie to congress. 
[ shall not, said Mr. Pope, at this period disenss this 
subject at large ; at the called session, I presented a 
proposition for a national banix, reserving one-third 
of the stock to be divided amoiug the states, and pre- 
cluding foreign stockholders from any con‘rol or 
inanagement of the institution, with other provis‘ons, 
to be foun: in the proceedings of this house. With- 
out discussion, that subject was silenced by the pre- 
vious qnestion. There never has been a majority 
in this congress for a national bank, sub treasury, or 
‘the state bank agency. I must ask leave, continued 
Mr. Pope, on this occasion, to say to the eonserva- 
tive e-ntiemen, that [ connot endorse their scheme of 
state banks, beca:se [ lave no faith in thein; they 
will multiply and expand unt they explode 
arain. [ tnay vote for them in preference to the 
sub-treasury, but it will require an effort with iwy- 
self to make achoice. Gentlemen talk much of the 
danger of one bank monster, which has proved use- 
ful and safe and stood the test forforty years. Now, 
sir, a many-headed monster of state banks is more 
‘rightful to me than one. We are called onto appoint 
at lea t twenty six banks agents, uncer the authority 
o! the 26 states, not under the cont:ol of thus govern- 
nent, or responsible, te keen the public money. In 
the city of New York half our rever ue is colleet- 
ed; and suppose twelve or file nin Hie s of the na- 
tional revenue deposited in the New Yo: k banks, and 
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that great stave was io a ray herself agaist the jaws, Pope couid not dvoid expressiig his astomsament, 
and authority of this goverumeui, and renew the | at the assault made by bis colleague, (Mr. Murvay,) 
sccnes 0: auilificativa, tell their banks io witiho.d | oa the Bank of the United States. A man may have 
the revenue, aut sive them a medze of inde nnity. hones! scruples about the coustitutionality ol a na- 
W aat, sir, would b> our condition, and how could | tional bank, bat the atility of such an institution, 
the funds be reach-d, when perhips most wanted ?; has been generaily admitted by the intelligent por- 
I beseech gentle nen to weigh tris witter lke; tion of all parties mntne nation, It ig most wonder- 
Siaiesinen, aid not sacrifice their coi'ry to pre-|fulto me thata western geutieman of sense and 
serve their consistency in error, Every candid); candor should object to it. Our trade is carried 
man in ist perceive at once, that if bunk agency is; on with distant states, and a nationai currency is 
Necessary and proper tor this goverment, WU aust) tore ioportant tous than any portion of the union, 
have the power, and ought tu exercise it, to create Qur traders now bring the notes of distant banks, 
a sound, safe, aud responsible bank agent, with and dituse them among the people, the value oi 
branches in every state to receive and pay out the} which [ cannot tell my neighbor, if he asks m» ; 
public funds, according to the directions of congress, | but send tii tothe merchant—if be is a poor man, 
Tais goverament with regard to cardinal pow-, ora laborer, he may want aten or twenty doliar 
ers clearly aad distinctly graated, ought io b> inde- | note, converied into silver to pay sinall debts, and, 
penteat in its aciion of any other authority, and the merehant will tell bim, probably, that it may 


tne pudlic purse shoilkl be divorced fio the con- | be good. but nut very carrent—he will, however, 
trol of executive, jadiciary, and every autho-; change it, if the man will take the whole or part 
rity, except the representatives of the people in! in goods, or discount, one, (wo, or three, or ten per 
ecvngres3. Tais is the great principle for woich t | cent., and the holder wiil be driven to accept the 
contend, and the leading question now belore the} terms; and in this way the poor and laboring class- 
Ainsricas people, [ repeat, that I tave a mortal! es are shaved constantly, for want of a currency, 
aversion to this many headed monster, the state | stable, sount, and whieh can any where and every 
banks, and if [ should vote for any such project, it} Where be converted into gold and silver. In this 
will be for no other purpose than to defeat another! state of things every merchant, besides a host of 
measure, the sub-treasury, the leading object of | others, are reaping a rich harvest: by shaving and 
whici is to place the public purse wore direect-| robbing the ignorant and laboring classes of the 
ly wader executive direction. here is but one} country, 
right course about any thing—the course mark-| One of the first and highest duties of this govern- 
ed oat by th: wise aad eatigitened statesrmen and | ment. is to relieve and secure the people against a 
patriots who have gon? before us; and that is! ruinous, inconvenient, or uncertain medinin. No 
Inrelatioirto on fiscal ageat, a national bank; and) partof tms unton was more injured by fictitious | 
their wisdow has besa tortfi-d by the experience | and swindling banks, and depreciated bank notes, 
of forty years. Every other exper uent das failed, | than the west; and it took many years alter the last 
with great loss ant injury to the country 3 and yet! bank of the United States was established to redeem 
entlsimea insist that they must be consistent.| us from the evils to which | have adverted. A 











distinguished senator from our state, in relation tg 
the American system, whien seems to me to jrgy 

been uncalied ior and unjust, owing, FT unst “ty 
lieve, to misapprehension of facts, and the histo, 

ol that systeun, Whatever my relations to that gen, 
tlheman Lave been, or are now, T feel it my duty to 
place him, with regard to that poliey, in a proper 
light before this committee and the public, At ne 
time in my life, whatever may have been bis conyge 
towards me or the country, have T treated hiny gp. 
fairly. At one period, } had reason to complain of 
the intolerant and proscriptive spirit oF bims< 1 ang 
his friends; fr e, however, from any personal py. 
teriess on either side. After he became secietary 
of state, in alliance with my friend from Massac}y). 
setts, he never offered me the hand of tetlou ship 

and he was armed with additional power to deprive 
ine of any share in the political concerns of my 
country. 1 thought f owed him a debt, which with 
the aid of the hickory stick, | concluded to dis. 
charge; I did so, and balanced the account between 
us. IT now, continued Mr. Pope, am ready to act 
towards that gentleman under the influence of pub. 
lic considerations alone. My colieazue seems to im. 
pute the Amer:can systein, with all its imaginary 
evils, to him ; for he bas not told us the mischiet jt 
has done, nor have I ever been able to find out froin 
the writings, speeches, and deruneiatiens of gen. 
tlemen, what the evils are to which they refer, 
They seem to suppose that the surplus in the trea. 
sury was the result of the American system. There 
is certainly no foundation for the assertion, and Mr, 
Clay is not responsible for what accumulated in 
1535, and 36. and was deposited with the states by 
the act of 1536. That surplus was the result of the 
transfer of the public money trom the bank of Uni. 
ted States, to state banks, with a recommendation 
to the state banks to expand their issues, which 





Fin more [ reil-et on this state bink systen in} sound condition of things and a seund and uniform 
Connection witha tia govergment, the more [ dis-/ curreney, was ultimately restored to the west, 
like it. It has a t-ndeney to bring the monied  cbiefly by the operation of the branches of the U. S. 
inter:st anl iustitatioss of the states, ia coatael, | bank es ablished there. At first they were not as 
and nader the inflienee of this governaent.  Pre-| prudently managed as they ought to have been; but, | 
vio13 to the year 1311, when the charter of the first | for about ten years before the removal of the de- | 
bank expired, our inovetary syste;n was saf> and | posites, we had a good currency, and our condition | 
sound, the binkinz system had been, generall,, hon-| in regard fo currency and comimeice was sound - 
esUy ant prudently conducted, and no reduntant! and healthy. Branch banks were established at | 
Or Spurious paper currency had carsed this people,! Pittsburg, Chillicothe, C:ncinnati, Lexington, Lou- | 
Many.enlizhtened and disinterested men of the re. | isville, St. Lonis, Nashville, Natehez and New Or. | 

ublican party, assured me at that time, that no bank; leans; and all werked well; and [never heard that) 


In the worid fad been better managed than the bank | any of them engaged in the party polities of the | 
created with the sanction of president Washington, country. Something was said against the Louis- | 
the charter of which was then aboutto expire. [t)] ville branch, and vromptly repelled by two or three | 
was yenerally believed for sone tine belore that | directors, warm Jackson men, of high standing. It) 
periol, that the charter woull be renewed, and | inay not be improper or irrelevant in conuection | 
every vote given in the two houses of conzress had) with this subject to allude to the pecuniary condi- | 
indicated that result; but from causes not neces.!| tion of the western and southwestern states. They 
sary nowto explain, the bill to renew the chorter! have no surplus capital to make banks or internal 





gave birth to that scene of wild and extravagant 
speculation in public lands in 1834, 35 and °36, that 
brovght into the treasury or the banks that enor. 
mous surplus distr buted among the states 11 1836,°37; 
and which by withdrawing so large an amount from 
the ordinary channels of trade and business, cendn- 
ced much to that derangement of curreney and con- 
vulsion in our commercial atiairs in 1887 The de- 
posite act of 1836, with a small vartation, was in 
substance a division of the land fund among the 
states, according to Mr. Clay’s views. Mr. Clay 
madeevery eif rt in his power to prevent a surplus 
in the treasury. by a distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands among the states; and if bis. bill 
had not been defeated by president Jackson, there 
would have been no surplus. Cut oif the land fund 
froin the treasury, and the tari? would not have pro- 
duced more than necessary to meet the usual de- 
mands on the treasury. A very small amount was 


expended for toternal Laprovements daring the 


fuiled in the senate, by the easting vote of the vier 

resident. This event gave birth to a host of state 
Rasits, the history of which is well known. Afier 
an ex »criinent of four years of this state bink sys. 
tem, another national bank was created, with the 
sanction of Mr. Madison and his friends. The 
state banks, without the controlling check of a na- 


tional institution, will not, [ fear, succeed in secure | 


ing tothe people either an uniforn or sound cure 
renacy. A bank of the United States, with atarge 
and sonadt capital, will not only be a nse cul fiseal 
agent, but will furnish a currency of unqnestiona. 
ble value. The constitution has assizned to con 
giess the power to coin money. and regulate the 
value thereof, ant if gold and silver wiil not an- 
swer over this ex!ensive country, andifia paper 
re preseutative is to be furnished for the convenience: 
of tie peuple, it has ever seemed to me that if 
oust to einanate fro: the authority of the nation- 
al vovern-nent. Some object to depositing the mo- 
hev ina bank for the benefit of the stock olders ; 


anlin that t arree with thei, and will only do if, | 


| 

improvements, and resort to loans for such purposes, adininistration of Mr. Adams, compared wth that 
Not only the states west and sonth, but many | expended under the adininistration of generat Jack- 
states on the Atlantic, have made large loans for; sou. The first great national tmorovement, the 
those objects ‘The several states are now indebted, ! Cumberland road, bad its origin under the adiminis- 
and a grea! part to foreigners, between 100 and 159! tration of Mr. Jelierson; the work was commenced 
millions of dollars, at an annual interest of five or! ander that of Mr. Madison, and continued under 
six per cent. Yes, sir. after all the clamor about | every adininistration since in 1311, the state of 
forcigners and foreign influence, the states owe a | New York applied to this government, to aid her 
large atnount fo foreigners, for loans to make banks ;! with funds to make a canal from the waters of tue 
and if the fnnds should be badly managed, or swind- | Hudson, to lake Erie. Mr Madison sent a message 
ling directors get the control of the banks, the mo- | to congress recommending the subject to our tavora- 
ney may be plundered, and then the people must} ble consideration, and commending in the strong. st 
be taxed to pay principal and interest of these debts, | terms the policy of connecting by internal improve: 
wthis government may be ealled on again to renew | ments the Atlantic with the western country, To 
the funding systern. T trust no such consequences | ent down the mountains and facilitate the intercourse 
nay grow out of this state of things; but T must ap- | between the eas! and west, was a popular decirine at 
peal to the gentleman to answer me with candor, | that thine, as well as to render this country bedepen- 
whether if wonld not have been better to have crea- | dent ofthe workshops of Europe. The southern, wes- 
ted a national bank, required at least one branch,| tern and middie states were generally, at least a 
wifh a reasonable capital, to be plaeed in every | large majority, for this policy. The people of New 
state, and to lend inoney at five or six per cent. to| England were less favorable to it than any porion 





aid the business and enterprise of the people? On| of the union. L[ might, continued Mr. Pope, with 


for an eqiivalent in money or public services | this plan no debts could have been ineurred by the 
Tie bink is an insurer of the safety of the fund | states, and a better currency would have been tur- 
placed in it; if the bank is robbed, the government| nished. Ttwould certainty be the interest of the | 
does not lose it, bit the bank; the ban’ aust piace | bank to furnish as much eapital to each state as | 
the public moa-y in diferent parts of tho United | their business required. It mast be admitted that 
States, where it is wanted, without risk or expense | the branches in the west were well conducted ior 
to the goverament. Ta tae languare of the consti-| the last ten yoars of their xistence, whatever inay 
tution, and in the spirit of our free institutions, con- be siid of the mother bank in her struegle with the 
tinued Mr. Pops, Lawn oop ysed to the grant of anvi government. T have never looked into the contro- 
privileges fo anv iman, or set of men, bat in consi paesé but can readily suppose that the bank may 
deration of public services. Are not the pudlie!| have been guilty of some impropriety and indisere 
funds inore saf* in soun! banks under our control, tion, sneh as are incident to every human associa- 
and responsible to this governnent, tian in the| ‘tion. They are, however, nnworthy of the grave 
hands of individuals. with whafever security they can consideration of statesmen in deciding on a great 
giee. Government rarely makes any thing ont ofsc-} measure of national concern, _T repeat, continued 
curities ; and indeed, itis probably better that the go- Mr. Pope, that aman may object with some plau- 
gern nent should lose by the appointment of a bad} sibility on constitutional ground, but a western man | 
offierr. than that innocent individuals should be] ean have no other reason for clamoring against the | 
ruined. Onthis sabject L will only add, that IT ean! bank, bit b-canse zeneral Jackson denounced it, 

inake no co:;npromise of opinion or principle, nn- My colleague, without using any personal or of- 
less coutrolled by the will of my constituents. Mr.) iensive language, has made a lunge at Mr. Clay, a 








os 


truth and justice, deny that Mr. Clay is entitled to 
the credit of oiiginating the American systetims [or 
[ believe Virginia, South Carolina and New York, 
have equal if net superior claims. The system be- 
catne popular, and the eastern states alfer some re- 
sistanee, acquiesced; and Mr. Clay, with his usual 
political tact, made himself the prominent actor. 
When he became secreta y of state, and seemed to 
be on the bigh road to the presidency, other aspi- 
rants were alarined, and determined, W possible. [0 
blast bis prospects. To render the American sys 
tein unpopular, was an objec! of the first importance 
with the enemies of Mr. Clay. The system was 100 
popular then to be directly resisted; and the high 
tari’ of 1823 was a contrivance of the Javkson parly 
for effect on the system, calculated to injure Mr. 
Clay, whether his friends supported or oppes: d if. 
I was one of that party at the time, and tt is well 
known that Mr. Van Boren and most of the Jack- 
son men supported it. I was a zealous suppories of 
general Jackson at that time, and we were very ull 
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ner to embarrass Ws iniends, or injure himself, We 
wait jortunately SO on relievedvy the old hero, who 
ea.ne out for a judicious tarid, a ground which ren 
dered hin unassatiable trou any quarter, Mr. 
Charan an, cout nued Mr. Pope, a tes teow of our past 
yolt ical history will snow, that many ol the leadig 
ineaures of tits yoveriu.nent have be u carried or 
rejected by reference toa presid nial elee ion. 

My colleague, (Mr. Murray,) professes to ad- 
mire Mr. Ciay much, although the author oi so 
much mischief; but seems to atmire nullification 
more. At the moment general Jackson was pre- 
aring by proclamation and lo:ce Bilis to deinolisti 
nullification and its supporters, Mr. Clay intertered 
and averted the storm. I'nis I have cousidered the 
best and most pairiotic act of his lile, and have ever 
given hi full eredit for it; and FT think my col 
jeague, as an act of sheer justice, while eulogizing 
general Jackson aud nulidication, night have be- 
stowed ou a distinguished citizen of our state some 
lithe praise for it. 

Much is said about the increase and ¢ xtravagance 
of our public expenditures, but to what extent this 
adininistration is responsible, [ ain unable to torina 
clear and salistactory Opinion. That there have been 
many improvident expenditures is certain, and that 
many of ihese have been voted tor by a portion ol 
boih parties, 1s equally true, During the p esent 
congress at least 2 milous of doliars have been ap- 
propriated against iy will and vote, aud carried by 
a combination of a part ol the whigs with a por- 
tion of the friends of the adininistration; and I 
therefore hesitate to rely on this as a substantial 
ground of objection to the men itn power. My ob- 
j-ctions are not so much to the amount of expendi- 
ture, as the mann-r of expenditure. Has the mo. 
nev collected frou the people been fatriy and care- 
fuily expended for thedr bene fii? Puble money 
honestly and fairly disoursea, for necessary ant | 
beneficial purposes, generally benefits the poor and | 


I, necessary to preserve that wioral force in the tia- 
tion, upon whicu the durability of this republic de- 
pends. Lam sat sfied, couthiuead Mr. Pop-, that 
inany d+ fuivatious and offi ial avus-s have occurred, | 
because the seleclions have been made wore with 
reference to the good of the party, than the good of 
the pavlic. Party efficiency is estimated nigher 
than integrity Or qualifications ; and here LT musi be 
permitted to say, Wal Leaunot adait the excuse for 
bad appointinents usually oier-d, that the president 
aud other executive officers have beend. ceived. He 
who ts detersnined not to be unposed on, and will be 
hunest and vigilant ta his inquiries, will not b> mis- 
taken once in a thousand tines. Sir, they are in 
most instances wiilhng to be deceived, if the good 
of the patty is to be advanced. [ am aware that 
there are many useless offices and agencies, adding to 
the patronage and influence of the president, which 
vught to be abolished. ‘There are, Ll aim convineed, 
continued Mr. Pope, at least 40 land offices which 
might be dispensed with; 40 registers, and as many 
receivers, making 80 or 90 in the whole, receiving | 
salaries, besides the contingent expenses of these 
iorty offices; and if I stioald be honored again with 
a seat here, E will avail myself of the first opportu: 
nity, when there ts the least prospect of success, to 
prune, if possible, this branch of executive patron: 
age. ‘There are, no doubt, other offices and agen- 
cles which ougit to be pruned oif. 

Mr. Cnairiman, continued Mr. Pope, the disposi- 
tion of the public lands is another subj-ct of deep 
interest to the people of the United States, to 
which the attention of this house and the nation 
has been called dusting the present session, on 
which tie parties seem to be divided here. The 
leading question appears to be whether the pro 
eveds shail be divided among the states, or biough: 
into the national treasury as portof our perma. 
nent aanual revenue. The president and most of 
his friends are against the distribution amoug the 





laboring classes. “That there have been many in- 
stances of iaproper expendiure, [ have no doubt ; 


but so many tiave participated im them, that I find’ 


it difficult to fix the blaine exclusively any whiere. 
My impression is strong that the ludian war might 
have been avoided, aud ten millions of dollars saved 
tu this governinent, if the advice of general Eaton 
ulhen governor, and others, had been foliowed. 
The war was badiy managed. ‘The expenses were 
increased by drawing volunteers tro.a the d stant 
purts of Missouri, and employing the nortbern In- 
dians at mich expense, and without the least utili- 
ty. | couless that Lam not surpri-ed at a consid- 
erable increase of our expenses. They have grown, 
and will grow, with the growth and wealth of the 
country, and the extension of our settlements. I 


rep-at, that iny obj~ctioug are to the manner of ex- | actual settlers at a moderate price. 


peaditures, fear that we are plundered to a great 
extent, fron want of vigilance in the selection of 
othicers and agents, and especially disbursing agents. 
The good and success of the party, ener too mach 
iuto the consideration of the appoiting power. 
With regard to executive patronage, about which 
We tiave heard inuch, Lt have little to say, because it 
must continue to a zreat extent, su long as the consti- 
tution remains unaltered. To the president, the con- 
Stitutiou has assigned the power ef appointing all ol- 
ficers except such of a subordinate cuaracter as con- 
gress may think proper to confine to the heads of the 
departiuents. How far the abuse of this power ean 
be restrained or regulated by law, I have not time to 
exainine., The officers of the treasury department 
Ought, L think, to be rendered more independent of 
ex-culive dictation in the performance of official 
duty, and the power of removals inay possibly be 
Stiojected by law to some salutary checks. The gene- 
ral power of appointment, the founders of ourrepnb- 
lic deemad it most wise and safe to phice where it is 
0 reinove a inan fit and faithiul, without other cause 
than a diderenee of political opinion, seems to be ty- 
ranwical; aud good behavior and fitness ought to be 
the guarantee for his continuance in office. Wheth 
er this pover can be controlled by liw or public 
Opinion, is inatter of grave consideration. Woaena 
h-w president is elected and enters upon the duties 
Ot his office, there would seem to be some strong po- 
litical considerations in favor of the right of the pre- 
Sid nt to select the prominent executive officers, not 
Oily of the erbinet, but throughout the union, on 
Whose filelity and ability he must rely for the exe- 
Cilion of the laws, aud the ex-cutive administration 
Of public aifurs. Bat, after he has made his selec- 
ton, aia they have proved fit and faithful, TD would 
deem it an inpeachable ounce to remove for ex: 
Pression of opinion. Sach tyranny tends to make 
Slaves and hypocrites, and to break down that spiri 
Of independ nee and freedom of thunght and action, 
Which beloag to the geuits of our system. Tie 
Pdiie officers and the p-ople should be told by the 
Chicf magistrate that moral worth aud fitness are 





states, and LT infer that my colleague govs with the 
president. [ft 1 aw mistaken in regard to the views 
of the president, on the ques'ious to whict [ tave 
adverted, and more especially about the public 


paramount to party merit. Tis course is essential- 


withhok: the land turd, the tarin way be raised. 
My coileague adaats that Kentucky pays her tail 
share ul the tariif, without any expenditure ; and 
yet he is willing to taruty the west by a drain of 
five millions, without retaining anv poriron for the 
use Of his own state. While Mr. Clay is tor a gen- 
eral taritf, operating on the whole, he is for divi- 
ding this jund se as to give his own state 250 thou. 
sand dollars a year. 

I wail beg leave, continued Mr. Pope, to present 
the views of a constituent of mine, a zealous 
lriend of president Jackson, well kuown to n y 
colleague ;* a man of strong undersianding, bold 
and imdependent in the expression of bis opin- 
ions; when wiong he can never be put rygia, and 
When right can never be changed. On a publie 
occesiou he coutended that public tand belonged to 
the people as tenants in commen; and if Giviced, a 
poor tian would be entitled to as much as asieh man 5 
that if the proceeds of the lands were applied to ibe 
payment of revenue, or to relieve the wealthy jron 
the payment of theiv share of the revenue, it was a 
robbery of the poor, for the ben: fit of the ric. He 
contended that iia wealthy tan paid a tax of 100 
duilars, and a poor aan only five, and the land fund 
Was applied to pay or lessen the taxes, then the rich 
nan pay ing 100 dollars would receive 20 times as 
wuch land as the poor man who paid five. He in- 
sisted that the rovenus, according te the principle 
and spirit of the constitution, ought to ve paid in pro- 
portion to the propery or ability of each wdivieual; 
and that to make the land fund revenue, was unequal 
and unjust, fn this view there is much plausibility 
aud force, and is in conformity to the plan acopted 
by the state of Georgia, for the division of tueir va- 
cant lands. The president and bis triends are for 
laking the fund beloaging in coimmon to all, to re- 
iieve the comsumers of foreign luxuries and finery 
from any additional burdens, The deb's charged on 
our pubic lands ave paid; and, I coneur with pre .i- 
dent Jackson, that we ouzht no longer to look to 
that soucce for revenue. According to my plan, the 
benefi’s of this fund will be as nearly equalized as 
practicable, but may be moproved after turther ex- 
animation and reflection. 








lands of such cardinal importance, | wish to be cor- 
rected. I desire to know whether his fiends en- 
doise his views. I can assure gentlemen that I 


‘neither wish to misunderstand him or them, but de- 


sign to place the adminisitation fairly before the 
people. He, and friends, with iny colleague, are 


opposed todistribution. On this question, I would, 


if practicable, tread in the footsteps of my old 
friend, president Jackson. In one of his messages 
to congress, he says, that after the payment of the 
public debt, we ought no lougerto look to the pub- 
lie lands as asource of revenne, but to sell them to 
With this 
statesmanlike view, Lentirely concur; but the plan 
is not practicable—neither my state, nor any of the 
lold states, will consent to it. The next best plan, 
is thai presented by Mr. Clay’s land bil, with a 
litte alteration. [arm torallowing a pre-emption io 
/actual bona fide setters, at the government price, 
| the proceeds of the Isnds to be divided among the 
states, to be applied at least one half to common 
schools, and the residue to internal improvements 
niuder the direction of the legislatures of the states, 
the distiibution to be made according to the ap- 
portionment under the next census. “The west wid 
then have more than one third of the representa- 
tives ef the nation, and instead of the whole laud 
fund being drawn fio.n the west, to be expended in 
other scciions of the union, more than one third 
will be retained in that section, to be expended 
there. My colleague’s course is strange, passing 
strange, on this subject. He complains that no 
public money is expended in Kentucky, while 
large expenditures are made in other states; and 
yet supports the president in draining the west of 
five millions every y-ar, to be expended in other 
parts of the union, without giving Kentucky any 
portion of it. ‘The estunate of the secretary of the 
treasury of the annual proceeds of the pubite lands, 
is five millions ; the proportion to be received by 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Indiana, after the next 
census, wilt be about the same; probably near 
250,000 dollars each, annually ; Olio nearly aouble 
that sum. Iliinvis and Missouri about 150 or 160 
thousand dollars each. Ido vot pretend to strict 
accuracy, but I feel assured that my c#lenlation is 
substantially correct, so far as concerns the argu- 
meut in favorof distribution By this arrangement 
the states will be enabled to diffuse common 
schools for the benefit of the poor classes, anil im- 
prove roads, rivers, harbors, and other works of in- 
ternal improvement, without calling on the general 
roverament for aid. And why shall not this fond 
he divided in this way, by which the expenditure 
in the interior will be equaliz-d, b> cause the pre- 
sident, and my colseague and others, say, if you 











J cannot resuine my seat, Mr. Chairman, without 
a sliztt notice of remarks inade on this floor and 
elsewhere, by gentlemen fron the Old Dowision. 
Chey seein to make a national bank a test question, 
How long. | ask, has this been the doc'rine ot Vir- 
yinta?) Many of the members from Virginia voted 
for the Bank 10 1816, and were re-elected ; and some 
were elected by the legislature to the senate of the 
United States, aiter voting for the bank, unless I 
am very much nistaken. William H. Crawtord was 
chiirman of the com.uittee in the senate, in 1811, 
who reported a bill to recharter the first bark, and 
made a very able speech in support of the cousti- 
tntionality and expediency of such an institution, 
Yet, Virginia supported Mr. Crawford for the pre- 
sideney, with great zeal, against general Jackson ; 
and Mr, Van Buren. the president, notwithstanding 
his uncompromising hostility to the bank, was the 
right bower of Mr, Crawford, in opposition to the 
igeneral, The course of Virginia towards Kentucky, 
jher first bern, seems to be unnatural and ungrate- 
\ful. Kentucky followed in the wake of Virginia 
lor thirty or forty years; supported all her distin- 
ynished men for the presidency, and now, when 
she presents for that office a man of the first order, 
born and raised in the Old Dominion. they turn their 
back on him, because he entertains the saine opin- 
ion now which Mr. Madison and many other Vir- 
ginians did in 1816, and transf r their influence and 
votes toa citiz-n of New York. Mr. Chairman, 
continued Mr. Pope, I could hardiy consider a 
inan’s opinion about a national bank, whether for 
or against it. an invincible objection, provided he 
would follow the advice of Mr. J tferson, that the 
president. ina donbtinl case, ought not to defeat, 
by veto, the will of congress and the nation. 

Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. Pope, I was desi- 
/rous to call the attention ot the comin'ttee to other 
topics of much in erest, but I feel too much exhaust- 
ed to proceed. I hope, on some other occasion, to 
add to the views now presented to the committee, 
| have stated with frankness, without any partizan 
feeling other than results from ditieretice of opinion, 
iny objections to the principles and leading mea- 
sures Of this administration. -T verily believe, as 1 
have before said, that a change of administration is 
necessary to the healihy action of the body politic; 
and that we have no reason to expect that the errors 
and abuses which have occurred, will be reformed, 
or that our currency will be restored toa sonnd 
and stable concition, without a change. It is ne- 
cesarv, Mr. Chairman, to restore the principles 
of the constitution to their former strength and 
activity. 











* Col. Jeroboam Beauchamp. 
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By a report of a committee of the New York com- 
mon council, it appears that one hundred and twenty- 
oue thousand, four hundred and thirty-nine dollars an4 
ninety-ihree cents were paid during the years 1334.35. 
36, and °37, for fees on proceedings for openins streets 
in the city of New York. Counsel, $46 032 53; com- 
missio vers, $40,133 72; surveyors, 318,265 13; apprai- 
sers, $1,269 503; room hire, $4,362 23; collectors, 
$11,321 23. 


North Carolina looms. We saw a day or two since, 
a bale of woollen and cotton goods, from the Phaeuix 
factory, Fayetteville. which wassent!o one of our meich- 
anis as asunple. [t isa favorable one aad furaish- 
es goodly evidence of a profitab'e investment to the en- 
terpri-ing manufacturers. ‘This ariicle is admirably 
adapted to negro clothing, aad we hope it will be pur- 
chased for that purpose by eur rice p'asters, and farm- 
ers venerally. How much be tee would it be ‘o_ pur- 
chase a good article from our own loons, than to buy 
the sane frum the factories of o her states. 

[ Wilmington (N. C.) Adver. 


Texas Navy. Late accounts received at New Or- 
leans, state that the navy of ‘Texas was about to be 
largely increased.—Gen. M. Hunt, secretary of the na- 
vy, was busily envaged in organizing the departmen 
for efficient service. —H. H. Williams, esq., of this city. 
who is the navy agent of the government, has orders 
for building a number of fine vessels. An invitation is 
extended, by the Galveston Gazette, to some forty or 
fifty of our passed midshipmen and leurenants, to take 
service in the Texian navy with an assurance thatthe 
chances of promuiivi are greater in thatservice than in 
that of any other. 


Napoleon's ashes. The following article is extracted 
by the New Orleans Bulletin from a Havana paper: 

“ Having been at the sumptuous ball given to the dis- 
tinguished of this city by his highness the prince ce 
Joinville, on board the Iphige dia, on the 23:h January, 
we should be blameable in neglecting to notice the bril- 
liant spectucle, which we coniemplaed with much as- 
tonishment aad pleasure. A superb ship, most beauti- 
fully tiluminated, combining, asif by enchantment the 
greatest simplicity and magnificence, the obseqnicus 


gallantry of the prince, and the couresy of his numer- | 


ous suite, &c. We shai not be accused of exaxgera- 
tion, by affirming that sucha spectacle has never be- 
fure been offered to the fair Hatvaneras. 

* Sincere!y do we wish that the illustrious son of the 
king of the French, of whose urbanity and delicacy we 
have such proof, may accomplish the exalted national! 
mission with which he says he is entrusted, to corvey 
to France the mortal remains of the tilustrious and un- 
fortuh te captive of S:. Helena. Heaven grant lima 
prosperous voyage !” 


Naval. We hear form the Norfolk papers of Fri- 
day, that the U. S. sloep of war Warren bound to the 
West Indies, wasin Hampton Roads, ready to sail with 
the first fair wind. The following is a list of her offi 
ce.s: 

Commundcr, William A. Spencer, e°q. 

Lieutenants, James T. Gerry, Join HH. Little, two 
vacancies. 

Surgeon, Daniel Egbert. 

Purser, Thomas Marston Taylor. 

Master, Daniel B. Ridgely. 

Assisiunt surgeon, Augus'us F. Sawyer. 

Pust midshipmen, James H. Cook, Daniel I’. Dulany, 
James J. Forbes. 

Midshipmen, Charles E. Fleming, Edward C. An. 
derson, Joshna D. Todd, Stephen D. Valetie, George 
M. Preble, William C. Bondinot. 

Cuptain’s clerk, Josepii Gideon. 

Boatswain, Robert Whitaker. 

Gusner, William Penington. 

Sail maker, Madison Wheeden. 

Purser’s clerk, Donaid Davidson. 

‘I'v join the squadron Robert B. Banister, assistant 
surveon. 

The U.S. sloop of war Lexington sailed from Ma- 
zatlan on the 4h of December last, with specie on 
beard, bound to Valparaiso—ail well. 

The frigate Macedonian, commodore 
passed through ‘Turks Island Roads on the 
all well. 

On Wednesday the 13:h, the broad pennant of com- 
modore Ciaxton was hoisted on board the Constitution, 
at Norfolk. It is rumored that she will procecd to 
New York, to take on board a minister to Eugland, 
and after landing him, proceed to the Pacific. 


Shubrick, 
220 ult.— 


The Constitution. Monday, the fourth instant, being 


the fiftieth aniversary of the national constitution, a | 


number of the citizens of Washington, with many of 


the members of congress who still remained in the | 


city, united in eclebrating the event by a sub screpion 
dinner at Brown’s hotel. 
gress, were Messrs. Webster, of the senate, Johnson 
and Jenefer, of Maryland, Pope, of Kentucky, and 
Johnson, of Lomsiana. General Walter Joncs pre- 
sided, supported by the honorable Henry J> nson, of 
Louisiana, the honorable John Pope. of Kentucky. anc 
the honurab'e Daniel Jenifer, of Marland, as vice 
presidents. Several spiritea addresses were delivered. 
and a number of excellent toasts drunk, after the 
cloth was removed. 


Jand sale at Milwautie. The sum of $50,000 was 
taken on the first day and noi an acre w € «cep: 
to actua! setiere. [Detroit Daily Adve: tiser. 
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gene exceeded ten times this amount. Fiji y reso. 


ute- men, with good muskets, would have SUPP essed 
each riot much cheaper, aud without any injury to pro. 
perty. In Philadetpiua, the injury to private proper 
py riots was about $70 000 in two mghts, and the ’ 
to the characier of the city beyond caleulation. 
[Boston Couner, 


Gipsies. The number of this extraordinary rece in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, is calculated tu ainount to 
seven hundred thousand. In America they have bec) 
hitherto unkiiown, though a small number are said \ 
have emigrated to that quarter recenily.  ‘Throuzhoy 
the world they speak the same kind of gibberish, which 
iS very simiiar to the language of Hindostan, to whic) 
country their vngin has, ov that account. beet: assigned, 


New Hampshire. The following are the names of 
the represeivatives fur the 26h conzress elected lag 
week trom this sta‘e: Tristan: Shaw, Chas. G. Arher. 
ton, Edmund Burie, Ira A. Eastman, Jared W. Wi. 
lhains. 

Death of gen. Ripley. The last Lou'sianian eop. 
tains the iggelizence of the death of general Kleaze, 
W. Ripley#a native of New Hampshire, but for Many 
vears a re®ident of Louisiana, of which state he was, 
representative in the last congress. As a stalesinay 
aud a soldier, his name stands conspicuous on te paye 
vt his cuuniry’s history. 


Tvade of the Susgurhanna.. The Columbia Courant 
of the i3b says: * The river is now entirely clear of 
ice, aud navigation has once mere commenced. Nu- 
merous arks have passed us from the to was above, and 
many are now being loaded at this place, with whiskey, 
lumber, &c. for Baltimore.” 

The Paris (Mv.) Sentinel says, that while three 
daugiiers of Vanuoy, residing in Shelby county, Mo., 
a lew days Siiice, were aitcimpting to eruss tie Nor h 
Fork vi Saii river, the ice gave way, and one of thei 
felithrouga. ‘Pie secoud endeavoured to assist her, aud, 
iu doing so, Was drawn aiier ber. ‘lhe third tiew re- 
suived to offer assistance, and shared thei fate. ‘Tue 
videst sister was about 13 years ui age. ‘Tueir bodies 
were Mui recovered. 

Governor Everett and lieutenant governor Hull have 
bee Uaauimously Nuutuated tur re-election, by a state 
convenuion of Giae Whigs of Massaciruseits. ‘l'uey have 
accepied the numinavon. 

Large cargo. ‘Tne British ship Britannia, of St. Jchns, 
N. b. sailed receniiy from Pi.iade.phia with a earge vl 
3,900 barreis of flour, 66 huds. guerei:tron bark, and 
tu,vUU staves, bouad for Liverpovi—being one of ihe 
idfyesi cargues takea from tie port of Pialaceiphia tor 
jinuay yeurs; the simp is 769 tons buriiien, and drew 
“ucuriy iwenty feet waer. ‘he Uniteu S:ates Gazete, 
speakieg of (ue ship.uents ot tlo cr irum Piilade pina tor 
tagianu, staies that a tull cargo was goimy ou vuard 
ue buik Minerva. for Liverpool, and tiat ihe packet 
suip Algouquia wouid aisu ake out 4,000 barreis. 

Snow ut the south. At Crarlesion va the 5.h instant, 
snow fell io tue vepth of Ginches. ‘l'uere was a ittie 
suow even ai New Orleaus, accompanied by a violent 
wind, witch prevenied Mr. Ciaytou, the aeronaut, from 
:uakiag tis proposed asceiusion. 


Injury 


Bank post notes. It was decided, last week, in the 
Supreme judicial court of Massachuseus, that bank 
post notes are entilied to grace, in the same manner ag 
vuls of exchange and promissory nutes in genera!. 

The number of persons who emigrated from Liver. 
pool during the year 1633, under the supervision cf the 
goverment emigration agent, was 13,411. Of these 
10,863 sailed tur the United States, 853 tur Britisin Nort) 
American colonies, 1,059 for Austrana 3285 for West 
Indies, 196 ior South America, and 5J itor Cape of 
Good Hope and Maur.tius. 

_ Western river. At Pittsburg on the 14th, there were 
Six feet tour laches water in the river, aud 1 was falling, 

Ai Wheeling on the same day, “ the river” says tle 
Times “was in as good stege for navigation as could 
be wished.” 

At Cincinnati on the 13th the river was sixteen feet 
above low water mark, aud falling very sligtily—weea- 
ther threatening rain. 


Trade on the Chesapeake and Ohio canal for the wee: 
ending Tuesday, Murch (9, 1839. "Vhir y-six bouts de- 


The Illinois house of representatives has passed a 
vill pruiubiung betting Oa ciecuuts by a peualiy not 
exceeding oue thousaud doilars, aud unprisunineit nut 
Wu exceeu thirty days. 

A bill has passed the legislature of Pennsylvania di- 
rectug the governor to subscribe $100,000 to the stuck 
vi the ransiin rai read, leading trom Chambersburg, 
through Hagerstown, to Wuilamsport on the Potomac. 


Valuable invention. A powerful hearing wumpet has | 
Pbeeiu iately invened 3 it is so Cunstructed as to siaud 
upon a tavie, and receive the voices uf persons in ihe 
‘vou, Which it Iagiities to an extraordinary degree. 
‘Tie power et the mstrument is thus descnbed by the | 

invenior: “I placed the soniferon at the end of a roum | scenuing, ca:gves as fuilows: 3,466 barrels flour, 2,403 
sixty iectin leagth, at the other extremiy of which two | bushels wheat, 200 barrels whiskey, 265 1-2 bushels rye 
persuus were ia low eunversation As long as I con- | and chops, 69 barreis apples, 1.050 bushels lime, 5 1-2 
unued to hold the tube to my ear, | could hear every | tous iron, 1,495 bushels otial, 31 bushels corn meai, 400 
word they said to each other; but the moment I re- | bushels corn, 43 1-4 tons furniture, 135 cords wood, 30 
muved it, L was only sensible of a murmur of vices, | bushels seeds, 7 firkins lard, 18 bales hay, 300 teet um- 



















| 


Among the members ot con- | 


wihout distinguishing a syllable.” ‘lo an experinenier, 
not deaf, ihe etlects vf the instrument ate by no means 
comtoriable, us every word fails with the force of a 
biacksnuth’s hammer; and, i addition thereto, it makes 
the eur ring with noises that no other person perceives. 

A cow, the property of Mr. F. Kent, of West Spring- 
field, Mass., duriag sixty days, beginning June iast, 
gave one thousand three hundred and foity-six quarts 
ot milk ! averaging 22 1-4 quarts per day. ‘The largest 
yield was 11 quarts in the inorning, and 16 in the even- 


his. 
5 


Important from Wisconsin. The legislature met at 
Madison on the 234 ult. Tee governor delivered his 





ject of the Winnebago Indians. It is anticipated trom 
sundry indications that there will be dithcul'y this spring. 
as they are determined not to leave the country at the 
ime s:ipulated in the treaty. They are making hostile 
prepara ions. ‘The governor recoinmeads that the war 
department be immediately memorialised for arms and 
amunurition, and ior tive companies of dragoons. The 
governor Will take the respunsibility, in case of emer- 
vency, of raising volunteer companies, which he will 
head in person jur the protection and defence of exposed 
setilemen.s. 

A duel. The Nashville Whig of the 8:h inst. states 
that a duel was fought near Moscow, Fayette county, 
(a few days before, between Alexander J. Dorelson, 
| (adopted son of general Jackson,) and Henry Robeson; 
| both sligh'ly wounded. As Moscow is near the Mis- 
| sissippi line, we presume the meeting took piace in that 
jsiate. A -ecoud meeting was talked of the next day, 
| but the officers of justice probably defeated it, 








White Sulphur springs. The Lewisburg Enquirer 
states that Dr. Mvuorman, resident physician at the 
White Salphur springs, is about to publish “ a directory 
tor the use of the Wine Sulpaur waters,” with practical 
remarks on their medicinal properties and applicability 
to pariiculer diseases, ind that a company has been 
formed, which hos entered into extensive arrangements 
for botting the White Sulphur waters, and have them 
transpored 'o all parts of the United States, and so pe- 
culiaris said to be the quality of this water, that it loses 
none of its virtues by this operation. 

Ordnance for the frontier. Twenty-four pieces of 
cannon with therr carriages, from Albany, destined for 
the enstward, were breught down on the Worces‘er 
ra:| road on Mo iday. [Boston Drily Adv. 


Cost: of riots. According to a late es‘imi‘e. $16.009 
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ing riots. ‘I'he iujury to public and private property 





nessage, Whicu touches, among other things, the sub- | 


| ber. 

Forty six boa‘s ascending, cargoes as follows: 360 
‘tons plaster, 446 bushels salt, 965 busheis potatves, 
, 13,150 feet of plank, 41.600 shingles, 31,000 iachs, 10 
| tons coal, 9 tons groceries, 56 kegs powder, 1,143 empty 
barrels, 92 bushels oysters, 30 barrels fish, 81 barre's 
liquor, 16 barrels iar. 


Banks. The Detroit City bank has given notice that 
it will suspend specie payments for sixty days. ‘The 
Detroit Advaniocs states that it has every reason to be- 
iieve that its obligation to bill holders and deposiivrs wi! 
be redeemed a! the expiration of -hat period. It advi-es 
holders not to sacrifice the bills of the bank. ‘The 
}amount in circulation is Only $15,423, being one-ten! 
of the circulation aliowed them by the general banking 
law, under wiich that instituiion was crea‘ed. 

The State bank at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, has, we are 
informed by the 8 ate Intelligencer, uetermiued to dis- 
count accommodation paper torthwith, to the amountot 
$100 000 ceriaily, and probably to three or four mes 
thatamount. ‘To prevent an immediate return of the 
paper, it will issue post notes at ninely days. 

By the will of the late Mr. Rix, of Ra'eich, N. C. about 
twenty of his slaves are tu be sent to L berta, for which 
purpose a sufficient sum was left to defray the expenses 
of conveying them there, and comfor ably establishing 
them in the colony.—The sum of $15 060 was also de 
vised for the esiablishment of an infirmary fer the poor 
of Raleigh, and many o:her libera! bequests made by 
the provisions of the will. 





Another disastrous steamboat explosion. We |ament 
to learn, from ithe Cincinnati Whig, that the connecting 
pipe of the steainboat Reporter, expleded atioait lori 
tiles below that cliy, (waile the buat was on her way 
frum Louisville to Cincinnati), causing the instant dea h 
vf one of the stewards of the boat, an. so badly wound 
ing a geatleman by the name of Flagg, from Henry 


es? 


| county, Keniucky, that he died in a short time aliel 
i 





wards. A boy attached to the boxt, was also dreadiully 
wounded—recovery doubtful. 


Illinois. Tie St. Lonis Republican of the 8th = 
“The governor of Hiinois nominated, on the Istinsts 
ju.'ge Fordto the office of secretary of state. ‘The s& 
nate Jaid the nomination on the table until the 4th of July 
by a vote of 22 10 14. The nomination was laid on the 
tab'e, on the ground, that the senate had, when fully 
| refused to confirin any nomination and the present “2 
| considered as an attempt to force it when a number e! 
| tre seaators, chiefly whis, had left. ‘The nominativ® 
| Was subcequentiy withdrawn. Goy. Carli sent apr 
itest to the seaate which he asked to have sprevd i He 
|joureals. Considerable excitewent wus mani.esed oF 

this subject. 
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